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Community School 

of Auchterarder
School Information

	Definition of Child Protection

	One definition of child abuse is “the mistreatment or neglect of a child resulting in injury or harm.  This may occur physically, emotionally, sexually or through acts of omission, or through witnessing pornography, sexual acts or violence.”

	

	




	Procedures

	If a member of staff suspects child abuse the following procedures are put into action:-



	· The member of staff will inform the Child Protection Officer


	· A decision may be made to continue to monitor the situation.  This will depend on the nature of the evidence.


	· The Child Protection officer may contact the social work duty officer in Perth for further advice.


	· The social work department and/or the school contacts the home.


	Social work and school will work closely with the child and parents to help him/her to cope with the situation.




	Confidentiality

	Problems can arise when a child consults a member of staff about a problem and does not want that information to be shared with parents – they may be embarrassed, the parent may be the abuser, they may fear family break up as a result of their allegations.



	Whilst staff try to encourage children to share information with their parents there may be circumstances in which any pressure to pass the information on could result in the child keeping the problem to him or herself or not sharing concerns in the future.



	Although we do not promise true confidentiality we always try to act in the best interests of the child and to encourage the fullest possible involvement and consultation with parents.

	





	Child Protection

	Given on-going public concern on the subject of Child Protection and changes in the law, schools are now required to report if we think any child has come to harm as a consequence of possible abuse.



	Each school has a Child Protection Officer appointed to be responsible for Child Protection matters and specially trained for the task.



	In our school that person is                                               Mrs Allison Littlejohns.



	As part of on-going training all members of staff are aware of the policy guidelines and procedures and some members of staff have more in-depth training and knowledge.

	





	Useful Contact Numbers

	SOCIAL WORK SERVICES 

Social Work Services

(Duty Child Protection Team, Perth)

	01738 476768

	Out of Hours 

	0845 30 111 20

	Crieff Social Work          

	01764 657510


	In our school the Child Protection Officer is

Mrs Allison Littlejohns (tel: 01764 662182)


	The Community School of Auchterarder

	New School Lane

Auchterarder

	(Tel) 01764 662182)
	(Fax) 01764 663762

	headteacher@auchterarder.pkc.sch.uk
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