Intermediate 2

Suggested Reading List

This is not intended to be a comprehensive list of books for study, merely suggestions of suitable titles from Learning Resource Centre for Personal Study at Intermediate 2 level.  There are many other books which are suitable for this level.
This list is sorted by genre into the following categories:-
Adventure

Autobiography/Travel

Classic

Crime/Thriller

Historical/War

Horror

Humour

Life Issues
Science Fiction/Fantasy

Adventure
Dewar, Isla

It Could Happen To You

A contemporary tale of a Scottish woman who arrives in London as part of her plan to travel round the world, and gets more than she bargains for during her adventures!

Galloway, Janice

Foreign Parts

Two friends travelling around Northern France are faced with more than a few challenges. 

Garland, Alex

The Beach

Richard is drawn into a strange conversation in a hotel.  He hears of a secret Garden of Eden hidden amongst the scattered islands of a Thai marine park.  The next morning he finds a map pinned to his door and the person who put it there has slashed his wrists.  The challenge is irresistible and Richard sets off on a perilous journey in search of this paradise on earth.  A fantastic adventure story.
Grenville, Kate

The Secret River

William commits a petty theft in London and is transported to Australia where he struggles, with his wife and son, to build a new life for themselves. The story depicts their initial struggles in a new country, the acquisition of land and the conflicts with the indigenous Aboriginal tribe. 

McNab, Andy

Bravo Two Zero

An exciting account of front line Special Forces soldiering portraying superhuman courage and incredible endurance in the face of adversity. This is an account of an actual mission - not fiction.

Andy McNab

Firewall

Offered the lucrative freelance job kidnapping a mafia warlord and delivering him to St Petersburg, it seems to SAS soldier Nick Stone that his problems are over. In fact they are only just beginning.
Shute, Nevil

On the Beach

Australia is the last habitable place on earth as the world is in the grip of a radiation cloud. The Australian people must make the most of what little time they have left to them. A glimmer of hope from a stray radio signal coming from the US creates a bustle of activity. Captain Dwight Towers is sent to investigate. Is the radio signal originating from Seattle a sign of life?

Autobiography/Travel
Lee, Laurie

Cider With Rosie

A classic story of growing up in the Cotswolds in the times before electricity and motor cars. It follows the life of Laurie Lee, from childhood up to the time when he leaves home to earn a living.
McCourt, Frank

Angela’s Ashes

A story of survival of body and spirit against all the odds.  Set in Limerick Frank’s childhood is one of abject poverty, but the book is beautifully written with plenty of Irish humour which makes for a remarkable memoir. 

McGegor and Borman

Long Way Round

Realising a dream – to bike all the way round the world.  This is a fascinating account of the adventures of two friends as they bike 20,000 miles through Europe, Asia, Canada and the USA.
Scully, Will

Once A Pilgrim (966.404)

In May 1997 ex-SAS soldier Will Scully and his former regiment, known as the "Pilgrims", pulled off what the American ambassador called "the biggest emergency evacuation since Vietnam". In Freetown, Sierra Leone, they were caught in a military coup, their hotel under siege. This is his (true) story.

Classic
Capote, Truman

Breakfast at Tiffany’s

Set in 1940’s New York, Holly Golightly is generally up all night drinking cocktails and breaking hearts.  Pursued by mafia gangsters and playboy millionaires alike, Holly belongs to no one not even her one-eyed rag bag of a cat - a truly romantic story to immerse in.

Du Maurier, Daphne

Rebecca

A love story set in Cornwall at the beautiful country house – Manderlay.  Rebecca is the haunting story of a girl, deeply in love, yet struggling to find her identity.

McCall Smith, Alexander

Dream Angus: The Celtic God of Dreams

Set in modern day Scotland this is a book of very varied and interconnecting stories about the celtic myth of Dream Angus.

Orwell, George

Nineteen Eighty-Four

Set in the future and being ruled by a totalitarian government, which demands absolute obedience – someone, somewhere is always watching you.  Winston Smith does his best to conform, but dreams of liberation, revolution and rebellion.  Will he survive imprisonment by the Thought Police?

Steinbeck, John

The Grapes of Wrath

Set in Oklahoma and California this is the story of one family’s move west in the search of promised land only to find poverty and oppression.

Crime/Thriller

Banks, Iain

Complicity

A fast moving thriller about a substance-abusing hack on an Edinbugh newspaper who maybe knows more about a series of bizarre deaths being investigated by the police than is good for him.  Complicity explores the morality of greed, corruption and violence – a compelling read.

Bond, James

The Spy Who Loved Me

James Bond sets out to rescue the lovely Vivienne Michel from the horror that awaits her at the Dreamy Pines Motor Court.

Brookmyre, Christopher

Quite Ugly One Morning

Set in Edinburgh where the maverick journalist, Jack Parlabane is caught in the investigation of the brutal murder of the guy who lives in the flat below him.  Humorous and topically political when it was written about 10 years ago.

Also by Brookmyre: The Sacred Heart of Stealing; Country of the Blind
Brown, Dan

The Da Vinci Code

A murder at the Louvre with baffling ciphers alongside the body the only clues, this is a thriller set over just 24 hours, which has intrigued since its publication in 2003.

Also by Brown: Angels and Demons; Deception Point; Digital Fortress.

Buchan, John

The 39 Steps

Richard Hannay, suspected as the culprit for a murder committed in his flat, flees to his native Scotland where he has only a few days to discover the secret of the 39 Steps and thus thwart a German spy ring.

Chandler, Raymond

The Big Sleep

Raymond Chandler’s first novel and features Philip Marlowe, a neat, clean-shaven, sober man, in fact, everything the well-dressed detective should be.  This story is about Marlowe’s assignment to rid a paralysed old man from the grips of a ruthless blackmailer.  However, that’s just the beginning of the story!  

Clancy, Tom

The Hunt for Red October

The Soviet Navy’s newest ballistic missile submarine – Red October – is engaged in a deadly sea battle.  When the whole crew decides to defect the Soviets try to destroy the craft whilst the US and British fleets try to help them. 

Coben, Harlan

Just One Look

When Grace Lawson finds a mysterious picture mixed in with her newly developed family pictures she thinks that it was a simple mistake - that someone else's picture got mixed in with hers. Then she realizes that one of the men in the picture is her husband and that the photograph was taken fifteen years ago. After Grace confronts her husband with the picture he flees their home leaving Grace and their two children with a lot of unanswered questions. This is a fast paced thriller showing how one small decision can change so many lives forever.

Also by Harlan Coben – Tell No One; No Second Chance; The Final Detail; The Innocent; One False Move

Connelly, Michael

The Lincoln Lawyer

A legal thriller about American lawyers who run their operation from a Lincoln car travelling around Los Angeles drumming up whatever business they can. A good, fast moving plot.

Cornwell, Patricia

Point of Origin

Dr Kay Scarpetta is Chief Medical Officer and Consultant Forensic Pathologist.  Called to investigate a fire at a remote farmhouse in Virginia she discovers the body of a gruesome murder victim.  A serial killer has also escaped from a psychiatric prison.  

Also by Patricia Cornwell – Trace; Point of Origin; Body of Evidence

Crichton, Michael

Congo

An entire eight-person field trip dies mysteriously and brutally deep in the African jungle.

Francome, John

High Flyer

A thriller set in the world of horse racing.  Joey finds success as an apprentice jockey and romance with the lovely Nina, but then things go wrong when the threats of blackmail start  Can Joey save his career and his relationship with Nina..

Grisham, John

The Runaway Jury

A good, clear courtroom drama plot involving a law suit brought against a massive tobacco corporation. 

Also by Grisham: The Street Lawyer; The Brethren; Testament; Time to Kill

Grubb, Davis

The Night of the Hunter

A real suspense story whereby a psychopathic preacher does his best to get his hands on $10,000 which has been left in the hands of two young children.

Highsmith, Patricia

Strangers On a Train

Two men, an architect, Guy Haines, and a psychopath, Charles Bruno, meet on a train to swap murders. Charles will kill Guy’s wife Miriam and Guy will kill Charles’ father. A chance meeting and a rash conversation will trap Guy Haines, almost against his will, in a nightmare.

Also by Highsmith: The Talented Mr Ripley
James, P D

Unnatural Causes

Set on the East Coast of England where a handless corpse is discovered dressed in a smart, city suit sets off a murder investigation.  A high quality ‘whodunnit’ for crime story lovers.

McIlvanney, William

Laidlaw

Jack Laidlaw, Glasgow detective sets out to find the killer of a young and apparently innocent girl.  More than just your average detective story McIlvanney, weaves a good story and embellishes it with sardonic wit.

Paretsky, Sara

Hard Time

Private Investigator Warshawski contrasts the dilapidated environs of the jail with the exorbitant homes of Chicago's filthy rich in this fast paced thriller.

Also by Sara Paretsky – Blacklist; Fire Sale; Guardian Angel; Total Recall; Toxic Shock; V I For Short

Rendall, Ruth

Road Rage

A proposal for a new by-pass threatens to destroy a local natural habitat and protesters are out in force.  Chief Inspector Wexford gets involved and people start disappearing.  

Also by Ruth Rendell – Harm Done

Rubenfeld, Jed

Interpretation of Murder

The Interpretation of Murder is a strikingly written literary thriller constructed around Sigmund Freud’s visit to America. An attractive young debutante is discovered bound and strangled in a luxurious New York apartment and another society beauty narrowly escapes the same fate. But nothing about the attacks, or the victims, is as it seems.

Schwarz, Christina

Drowning Ruth

Psychological thriller set in Wisconsin just after the First World War.

Also by Christina Schwarz – All is Vanity

Historical/War
Frayn, Michael

Spies

Set during the Second World War, the story of two boys who are friends living in the same street.  One of the boys begins to suspect that the Germans have infiltrated his family – that his mother is a spy. 

Gregory, Philippa

The Constant Princess

Historical novel telling of the early life of Katherine of Aragon. At the age of four she is betrothed to Arthur, the younger brother of Henry Vlll. However soon after their marriage Arthur dies and the only way that Katherine can fulfil her destiny is to marry Arthur’s younger brother.

MacLaverty, Bernard

Cal

Set in the war-torn Ulster, this is a love story with characters on both sides of the political divide. 

Also by MacLaverty – Grace Notes

Renault, Mary

The Last of the Wine

Athens in the time of Socrates, this is a classical tale of Ancient Greek culture (5th century BC). Cruel and violent wars against Sparta, the controversial teachings of Socrates and a close friendship between two young people.

Wesley, Mary

Camomile Lawn
Set at the beginning of the Second World War this is the story of five cousins spending a holiday together in Cornwall. It portrays the intensity of war time pleasures as well as its sorrows.

Horror
Herbert, James

The Fog

The peaceful life of a Wiltshire village is shattered when an earthquake releases a cloud of strange fog that drives people insane. There is only one man who can control the violence that has been unleashed.  A spine-tingling horror story.

Hill, Susan

The Woman in Black

What is the meaning of the appearance of a strange young woman dressed all in black at the funeral of the sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House?  And what secrets lie behind the shuttered windows of the big house? 

Koontz, Dean

Darkness Comes

Baba Lavelle is a stranger in New York. A stranger with a mission to break the Mafia stranglehold on the city’s drug traffic, and take it over himself. He has no guns, no army of hoods, no friends in high places. But he has the Power – magical, ancient, and terrifyingly brutal. The power that thrives in darkness…

Also by Koontz: Chase; The Door To December; False Memory

Vine, Barbara

Gallowglass

Sandor, a brooding yet charismatic character, saves the life of a youngster from the path of a London tube train.  Having saved him he then ‘owns’ the boy.  An exciting story encompassing obsessional behaviour, romance and delinquency.

Also by Barbara Vine – The Minotaur
Humour
Doyle, Roddy

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha

Paddy is a ten year boy from Dublin. Doyle encapsulates his world of growing up with hilarity and sadness – the more Paddy learns the less he understands.  A fabulous story about childhood.

Also by Roddy Doyle - The Van; The Woman Who Walked Into Doors; Paula Spencer; A Star Called Henry.

Gibbons, Stella

Cold Comfort Farm

When Flora is orphaned at the age of twenty, and having been educated to a very high standard in everything other than earning a living, she decides to descend upon relatives at Cold Comfort Farm for shelter. Flora decides to try and bring order to haphazard rural existence, with amusing consequences.

Hornby, Nick

About A Boy

A very funny story about a 12 year old ‘geeky’ boy who ‘adopts’ 36 year old Will.  Wills flashy lifestyle includes sleeping with as many women as possible – strictly no strings attached, and definitely no room for geeky boys.

Hornby, Nick

Fever Pitch

Hilariously funny book about an obsessional football fan.

Irving, John

The Fourth Hand

This black comedy recounts the story of a reporter who, whilst filming a circus, loses his left hand to a hungry lion.  A renowned hand surgeon waits to perform the first hand transplant in the USA.  However there are strings attached……

Also by John Irving – Prayer for Owen Meany

Legge, Gordon

The Shoe

This humorous novel follows three days in the life of Archie and his friends  - football, music, pubs are all a major focus of attention
McCarthy, Cormac

All the Pretty Horses

Set in Texas, this is a classic American wild west adventure story. It depicts the passing of childhood, revenge and ultimately, survival. A great cowboy story.

Life Issues
Braithwaite, E R

To Sir With Love

The story of a black teacher in a tough school in London’s East End.
Burgess, Melvin

Junk

True story about two teenagers drawn into the dangerous and destructive world of drug addiction.

Also by Melvin Burgess – Bloodtide; Bloodsong
Desai, Anita

Fasting, Feasting

Uma the plain spinster daughter of a close-knit Indian family is trapped at home, smothered by her overbearing parents and their traditions, unlike her ambitious younger sister who brings off a "good" marriage, and brother, the disappointing son and heir, who is studying in America.

Fielding, Helen

Bridget Jones’s Diary

One year in the life of Bridget Jones – her hopes and dreams, her smoking and weight fluctuation, and of course, her quest for the right man in her life.   

Fine Anne

Telling Liddy

A vivid story about family relationships – the Palmer sisters are very close caring and sharing for each other and each other’s offspring.   However all that changes when there is a secret in the air!

Gardam, Jane

Bilgewater

The story of a misfit teenager who lives at the boy’s school where her father is housemaster. 

Hoffman, Alice

Blue Diary

Set in Massachusetts this is a story of good and evil, relationships and emotions, death and accusations.  Although the theme of the story is disturbing it is, nonetheless a story of the enduring spirit of love.

Also by Alice Hoffman – Blackbird House
Kesson, J

Another Time, Another Place

A love story set in a hamlet in the far north of Scotland. When Italian prisoners of war are billeted on a croft a young woman sees her chance to escape her mundane existence but is forced to realise that her dreams can never really materialise.  

Also by J Kesson – The White Bird Passes; Where the Apples Ripen

Kindersley, Tania

Elvis Has Left the Building

A story about a heartbroken girl coming to terms with losing her long-term boyfriend, gradually taking control of her life again and even taking revenge.
Parsons, Tony

Man and Boy

Harry Silver has it all – beautiful wife, wonderful son, fab job in the media, but in one night of madness he throws it all away.  Then Harry has to come to terms with what has happened and how his relationship with his son has survived.

Also by Parsons: The Family Way

Patterson, James

1st To Die
Crime fiction at its most brutal. Honeymooners are dying at the hands of a serial killer and San Francisco Lindsey Baxter has the job of sorting it out. A fast paced thriller with lots of twists and turns.

Puzo, Mario
The Godfather

Mafia leader Vito Corleone will stop at nothing to gain, and hold on to, power.  Set in Hollywood, Sicily and Long Island this is a story about feudal power which will stop at nothing to consolidate its strength.

Rankin, Ian

Black and Blue

Crime investigation set in Glasgow, Inspector Rebus himself the object of a miscarriage of justice risks losing his life or, worse still, his job if he sets a foot wrong.

Also by Rankin: The Hanging Garden; Hide and Seek; Knots and Crosses ;Let It Bleed
Sebold, Alice

The Lovely Bones

The narrator of the story is a 14 year old girl who has been murdered.  She is in a sort of heaven where she can watch the world she has left behind – the effects of her murder on her family and the dismay that her murderer is not caught.

Shreve, Anita

The Last Time They Met

This story, unusually, starts in the present day when the two main characters meet in their mid-fifties having not seen each other for along time, and then moves back in time to a surprise reunion in Kenya thirty years previously and then even further back when they first met at High School at the age of seventeen. A romantic thriller with a real twist in the tail!

Also by Anita Shreve – All He Ever Wanted; A Wedding in December; Where Or When
Trapido, Barbara

Frankie and Stankie
A white girl growing up in South Africa in the 1950’s and the terrible effects of apartheid on non-whites in that country.

Tyrrell, Patricia

The Reckoning

Cate was abducted by a homeless drifter (Les) when she was three years old. She has done something so terrible that Les, understanding the moral consequences of his actions, has decided to return her to her mother. But how will Cate learn to love a mother she has never known and how will her mother come to terms with this hard-bitten teenager who is her daughter?

Wastvedt, Tricia

The River

The story revolves around a tragedy when two children are drowned in a boating accident, and how the effects of this tragedy ripples out and affects so many people living in the village over the ensuing years.

Welsh, Irvine

Trainspotting

Set in Edinburgh this is a warts and all story of the capital’s junkies, alcoholics and no-hopers.

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Adams, Douglas

The Hitchhiker’s Guide To The Galaxy

This book tells the story of Earthman Arthur Dent and his early adventures after being rescued from his soon to be demolished house. He is rescued by his best friend, Ford Prefect, who turns out to be not from Guilford, as previously believed, but from a small planet somewhere in the vicinity of Beetlejuice...
Asimov, Isaac

Foundation

The first in the epic science fiction series – The Foundation Trilogy.  Set in the future and with the human race spread across millions of worlds, the nucleus of a new empire is evolving dedicated to art, science and technology
Bradbury, Ray

Fahrenheit 451

Set in the near future this is a world where free-thinking is actively discouraged and the reading of books is strictly forbidden.  Fireman like Guy Montag are more concerned with starting fires – the houses of people who hoard books – than putting them out. 

King, Steven

The Eyes of the Dragon

A fantasy of heroic adventure, set in the kingdom of Delain. It involves a king who is poisoned, a young and beautiful queen, a prince locked in a high tower while his younger brother assumes the throne, and an evil magician who harbours terrible secrets and malevolent plans. Classic dragon and magic fantasy.

McCaffery, Anne

Dragonflight

This is the first in the science fiction series – The Dragons of Pern.  The dragons defend their world against deadly spores which fall from a neighbouring planet.  The riders and their chosen dragons become soulmates for life, and everything must be risked to save their planet.

Wyndham, John

The Day of the Triffids

The triffids are a monstrous species of stinging plan that dominate the world. Bill Masen wakes up in hospital to find that, by missing the end of the world, he has survived to witness a new world. But the new world that awaits him is fantastic and horrific. A Sci-Fi classic.
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