THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL OF AUCHTERARDER

MINUTES OF PARENT COUNCIL MEETING
29 APRIL 2010
	Present: 
	Sue Rogers, Gordon McLeay, Barbara Boyd, Judy Fraser, Anthea Coulter, Vivien Stewart, Tim Jolley, Fiona McFarlane, Matthew Checketts, Sarah Langlands

	Apologies:
	Carolyn Nelson, Elizabeth Boyce, Gillian O’Reilly 

	Cc:
	Gillian Brand, P&KC, Pullar House
Sarah Paterson, Dunning Primary Parent Council

Head Teacher, Blackford Primary School

Anna Watt, Aberuthven Primary Parent Council


	Topic
	Discussion
	Action

	Welcomes & Apologies
	·  3 Apologies were given
	

	Sub-groups, Reports
	· Health Promotion – Health and Wellbeing week: The plan for the Health and Wellbeing week does not appear to have gone ahead as initially planned.  Carolyn e-mailed Allison Littlejohns for feedback but had received no response, Carolyn will contact Allison again this week to discuss giving some funds to the ‘Health Week’.  Barbara said that it had not been as successful as they thought it might.  There seems to be reluctance on the part of the staff to be part of the health agenda within the school.
· Communication - website:  Sue will speak to Penny Philpott (Librarian) regarding updating the PC website.  PC members should look at the website and send any suggestions to Sue.
Fundraising – Strategic Group Report: The next SFC meeting has been postponed until May. Ladies Day will be held on 15th May there are tickets still available. Art Exhibition – this will be part of Lang Toon in June, Fiona has spoken to Andrew Clark and he will contact all Nursery and Primary staff this week.  All pictures will be A4 size and parents will be invited to purchase their child’s picture.
The Halloween Disco is scheduled for the 29th October for Nursery and Primary students.  Lang Toon in June (19 June) – It was decided that PC would have a stall with home baking.  Gordon will reply to the organisers informing them that we will have a stall and Sue will organise cover and requests for home baking.
	S Rogers

G McLeay

S Rogers

	Matters Arising from Minutes of Meeting 04/03/10
	· Primary playground and play area – space and drainage: 
Gordon met a local councillor before the PC meeting who is following this up.  Andrew Clark has spoken to the original landscape architect this week, Andrew will come along to the next PC meeting to discuss this further. The plans include opening up the primary playground to include the open space.
· Donation for trophy:  A thank you letter was sent by the school and Judy will send a thank you letter from the PC. 
· Smoking signage & parent e-mail: PC feel that the current signs could be more positive promoting a Non-smoking campus. It was felt that this may not make a difference but decided that signage should be priced and a decision made on whether it would be worthwhile. Tim to find out the cost of signage, Gordon to look at obtaining signage through PKC.
· Allocation of Funding: Sue will report to the SFC at the next meeting in May that decisions that were made at the PC meeting in February.  Judy said some staff are not aware of the funds available and Barbara will inform them of the school funds available.
· School Photos: Gordon spoke to Kerry and she will liaise with the new school Business Manager.
· Pre-Christmas DVDs: Barbara will send out a reminder to staff pre-Christmas to avoid blanket use of DVD in the day or two before the end of term.
· Cashless Catering System: Barbara reported that P1 and P2 students were being supervised but there were some instances where the students didn’t remember to update their cards in the morning when supervision is given.  There are reports that cards are being swiped twice and that odd multiples of money have been left on cards.   Barbara will speak to Simon Farr regarding the problems.  Sarah said that the cards have cut waiting times in the dining area.
· Parent Council Award:  Gordon will contact the recipient.
	J Fraser

T Jolley

G Fraser

S Rogers

B Boyd

B Boyd

G McLeay

	Head Boy/Girl Report
	· Bangladeshi night was a success, with 6th year students wearing Sari’s, food, an art exhibition and fashion show, there was a really good parent turnout.  Last week they had The Gig which raised £334 for school funds, this included 10 bands of which the majority were students.  Upcoming events include the Prom at the Ramada Jarvis in Perth, Leavers Day and they are also organising a yearbook.
	

	Head Teacher/Depute Head Teacher Reports
	· Vision, value and aims: this policy is being reviewed, the school have used parents, students and staff input.  Barbara invited PC members to a Vision, Value and Aims meeting on Wednesday 2nd June in the morning.  Barbara will e-mail Sue the latest draft and attendance at the meeting will be discussed at the next PC meeting.
· Curriculum Structure for S1 and S2: Another focus group meeting will be held next week.  External decisions will inpact on the 3 year plan. There are amendments to Curriculum 5, literacy and numeracy, which will have a specific unit built in.  Amendments will affect our current P7s.  Authorities have asked all schools to take on restorative practice and will start training next year.
· Improvement Plan for next session: The date of the next meeting will be Monday 31st May 9am and Barbara invited a few parents to attend.  PC members should e-mail Sue if they are able to attend.  The school are working on the S1/S2 curriculum structure. Barbara handed out the current structure which will be finalised. The Personal Achievement Programme will not be ready for the next school year but will be implemented during the year and be up and running in full by the following year.
· Barbara reported that staffing is really tight in the secondary school this year.  The school has been authorised to take on 2 probationer teachers.  One of the issues highlighted by Barbara is that they school are attempting to deliver 18 Advanced Highers - some groups have only 1 pupil.  The Authority wants schools to stop any group under 5.  The Advanced Highers include 3 sessions where students are taught and 3 self study sessions.  The school is looking into graduate mentoring.
· Sports day - 10th June which will involve the whole school.  Suggestions were made last year that refreshments could be made available to parents.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting.
	B Boyd
G McLeay

All

G McLeay

	Treasurer Report
	· Over £14,000 in total.

· £10,000 Duke of Edinburgh. 
· £4700 funds.

· £1000 PKC which is for promotion or running costs of the PC only.  Judy will get samples for the Thank you window sticker for local shops and businesses.  It was also decided that PC should hold a Scottish event such as a ceilidh which would have to be a non-fundraising  event. 
· Julia Reid will audit the accounts. 
	J Fraser



	Correspondence
	· Gordon handed out PC Newsletters.  The First Class magazine was available which has a report about the Curriculum for Excellence in Auchterarder.  Various Curriculum for Excellence leaflets and posters were available.
	

	Workplan
	· Nothing to report.
	

	AOCB
	· Parent Council Membership:  It was felt that there would be approximately 5 PC member places available after May.  Gordon reported that he would be stepping down as Chairman.  Membership will be discussed at the AGM.
· Parent Council Promotion: Anthea will organise an advertisement in the local papers and Gordon will arrange a flyer for the school.  
	G McLeay

A Coulter

G McLeay

	Date of next meetings
	· Thursday 27 May 2010 – AGM - Library
	


If anyone has any queries/comments on the above minutes, please contact Sue Rogers, The Parent Council, The Community School of Auchterarder, New School Lane, Auchterarder, PH3 1BL
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