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The Community School of Auchterarder Parent Council 

Session 2011-12
Meeting Minutes for the meeting held on Thursday 3rd November 2011.
	Present: 
	Stephen Coulter, Fergus Hartley, Cathleen Imrie, Sarah Wheatley, Nicola McDonald, Gillian O’Reilly, Vicky Wright, Ross Tuffee, Sue Rogers, Cait Whitson

	Apologies:
	Margaret Black, Fiona & Matthew Checketts, Vivien Stewart

	Cc:
	Barbara Boyd

Sarah Milne, P&KC, Pullar House

Sarah Paterson, Dunning Primary Parent Council

Head Teacher, Blackford Primary School

Anna Watt, Aberuthven Primary Parent Council

	In Attendance
	

	Attached Documents:
	


	1. Welcome and Apologies

This informal meeting was held to discuss the issues of Fundraising, Communication and the Parent Issues group.
	

	2. Fundraising
Cait looked further into Sponsorship for purchasing equipment for the school for items which we were unable to fund from the funding bids.  The system appeared to be quite complicated but it may be possible to look into this for future bids.  The school have to use an agreed suppliers list for purchasing equipment but the PC were unsure whether we would also have to use this list for purchasing equipment for school or maybe we could get it cheaper?
The question of whether the PC aim to fund a large item or whether we keep the current system of receiving funding bids from staff each year.  Sue felt that the current bidding system seemed very rushed as it was always held at the end of the school year and therefore there was little time for discussion of the bids received.  A suggestion was that if we have a target to achieve each year then parents may be more aware of the fundraising and be willing to help to achieve this.  Having a Sports Pavilion on the playing field had been suggested as a fundraising target previously, this could be used for serving tea/coffee at the sports day and other events.  We could possibly get sponsorship for this and funding from organisations such as Sport Scotland.  Ross had been at a school recently where they had an IT Hub with laptops that could be moved from class to class.  Stephen to speak to the school about their feelings on these ideas.  The PC could also ask the Parent Forum via a questionnaire how they feel the money should be spent.  It was agreed that even if we raise money for a large item we should also have some money available each year for bids which we receive.
  
	S Coulter



	3. Communication
The Strathallan Times had spoken to Cathleen following the Halloween Disco and had suggested doing an article with a plea for parent helpers.  Cathleen to pass the contact details onto Stephen.  It was also agreed that we should use the Lang Toon Times more for events and PC information.
The PC agreed that the PC Information board needs to be available at all events for parents.  Stephen will go through the school diary and write the list of all the events we need to be at.  The PC questioned whether we could get a mailing list of all the P7 in the area to invite the parents to the PC AGM.


	S Coulter


	4. Parent Issues Group
Following the last School Award Ceremony a few issues had arisen on the length of the event for younger pupils and the vouchers handed out as prizes.  It had been suggested at the meeting with Barbara Boyd that a questionnaire could be drafted to parents asking them their feelings on this.  The PC felt that we could do a survey asking these questions but also include questions on the PC and fundraising to get a broader view from parents.  Sue agreed to compile the questionnaire, PC members to send her the questions before Friday 11th November.
	All

	Date of the Next Meeting –Thursday 1st December 2011 7pm Board Room, TCSOA
	


If anyone has any queries/comments on the above minutes, please contact Sue Rogers, The Parent Council, The Community School of Auchterarder, New School Lane, Auchterarder, PH3 1BL
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