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INTRODUCTION

This booklet has been produced by the staff of The Community School of Auchterarder to help parents and pupils understand a little more about the subject choices which our Second Year children will be making over the next month. 

Since subject choice is an important, but worrying time for both pupils and parents, we have arranged a programme of induction for second year pupils, followed by two Parents’ Evenings.  On Thursday 17 March 2011 parents and pupils will have a briefing on Course Choice procedures followed by the opportunity to meet subject specialist staff to discuss pupil progress.  The Careers Adviser will be in attendance.  

Shortly each S2 pupil will receive a one-to-one interview with his/her Guidance Teacher to work towards a final course choice decision for next session.  It is hoped that, as a result of all these mechanisms of support and analysis, this important step within the process will be smooth and uncomplicated.  

If there are outstanding concerns after the one-to-one interview with the Guidance member of staff, there will be a further opportunity to meet with Guidance or Senior Management staff on Monday 25 March, 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm.
Please consider this evening as an ‘opt-in’ time when you have an additional opportunity to speak with staff about concerns relating to course choice issues.  If it transpires during the one-to-one Guidance interview that there is an issue that requires further discussion, the Guidance Staff will suggest a time for appointment.  SMT are available by appointment on  Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 4pm- 6pm .
If the matter of course choice presents no issue for you, there may be no need to attend on those evenings.  

Finalised Course Choice Sheets should be with the Guidance Staff by Friday 1 April at the latest.

The Social Education programme will prepare your son/daughter for the Course Choice procedure (order of lessons may vary due to demand on resources).

· “WHICH WAY NOW” 

Introduction session with video presentation and pupil information booklet (on line version available) www.education.gov.uk/publications and www.direct.gov.uk 
· CAREER DECISIONS & JOB ROLES
Decision making is encouraged on possible career choices.  Pupils identify issues that are important in choosing a career and consider the advantages/disadvantages of career choices.
· DECISION MAKING &  INFORM YOURSELF

Pupils are helped to identify and exercise the skills required for making satisfactory  

    decisions.


· CAREERS & “CAREERSMATCH SCOTLAND”/”PLANITPLUS”

Presentation from Beverley Jardine, Careers Adviser (classes in rotation). 


Pupils are encouraged to focus on the future and set goals

· COURSE CHOICE SHEET
Decide your Course Choice: discussion of, and help with Course Choice Sheets pending consultation with parents.

Pupils are advised/encouraged to use the Library’s Career facilities, eg
	CareersMatch Scotland
Planitplus


	Web pages which can access job/career possibilities
	Career Interest Guide
	Reference systems about jobs/careers


A range of Further Education course booklets and University/College Prospectuses are also on hand.  Guidance Staff are available to assist.  Pupils and parents are encouraged to visit  www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk 
The Social Education Programme detailed leads to the S2 Finalising of Course Choices on 
Friday 1 April 2011-02-01 

I hope that our programme of advice on S2 options will prove useful to you.  If, however, you have any questions on any matter related to this process, please do not hesitate to contact the school.  Thank you!
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Headteacher

February 2011
INFORMATION TO PARENTS AND PUPILS
In S1/2 each pupil has followed a common course which has allowed him/her to become familiar with most secondary school subjects.  The school has also been able to assess the strengths and development needs of pupils and is now in a position to assist pupils and parents in the choice of subjects to be taken in S3 and S4.

Important Notes for Guidance and Advice

1 Before selecting courses, pupils and parents should consider carefully the advice given by the school.

2 In addition to English and Mathematics, pupils normally select 6 courses.  Some pupils, in discussion with Support for Pupils staff, will have a reduced commitment.

3 Individual courses will be offered subject to the availability of staff and viable numbers opting for the course.

4 In the likely event that courses become over-subscribed, performance and commitment to the subject in S1/S2 will be taken into account in allocating pupils to courses.

5 Standard Grade courses are offered at Foundation, General and Credit level unless otherwise stated.  Courses marked with an asterisk (*) are offered at General and Credit level only.

6 The continuation of French or German study into S3 is expected and offered.  However there will also be discussions on an individual basis with those for whom it is felt that an alternative course of study in Column C (Duke of Edinburgh) would better suit their needs.
7 All pupils should experience learning across a broad curriculum, covering languages, mathematics, sciences, social studies, expressive arts, health and wellbeing, technologies, religious and moral education
Social Subjects

Geography, History, Modern Studies, Business Management
Science


Biology, Chemistry, Physics

Technologies
Administration, Art & Design, Business Management, Computing Studies, Craft & Design, Drama,  Graphic Communication, Home Economics, Hospitality, Music, Technological Studies

Expressive Arts
Art & Design, Craft & Design, Drama, Home Economics, Hospitality, Music, Physical Education, Health and Well Being

Skills for Work
These courses are being offered to pupils of all ability levels to introduce vocational choices that will lead to individualised curriculum pathways.  Places are limited and interested pupils will be interviewed by school staff. 

Course Choice is arranged to allow pupil choice within a balanced framework of educational opportunities.  A balanced curriculum keeps options open and allows pupils to adapt to changing circumstances as they grow older.  Pupils will select eight full courses as the norm.  Individual courses will run dependent on the availability of staff and viable numbers opting for the course.  Pupils with particular educational needs will be offered a curriculum adapted to meet those needs.

Standard Grade, some Access and Intermediate 1/2 courses (National Qualifications) and alternative courses (alternative certification) are for all young people in the third and fourth years of secondary education in Scotland.  They are designed to be relevant whether pupils intend to go on to college or university or find a job as soon as possible.

Young people have different educational needs.  Some have strengths in designing and making things.  Some have strengths in “academic” areas.  Some have a talent for organising and working with others.

Standard Grade, Access, Intermediate 1/2 and Alternative courses meet these different needs and encourage pupils to excel in their own way.

Scottish Qualification Authority
Qualifications are designed to enable all young people, no matter their level of ability, to fulfill their potential.

Methods of assessment are based on stated standards of performance.  Everyone who performs up to a recognised standard will receive an award from the Scottish Qualifications Authority.

Standard Grade Courses

There will be seven grades of award and three different levels of positive achievement:  
Credit Level covers Grades 1 and 2

General Level, Grades 3 and 4, and

Foundation Level, Grades 5 and 6

There is also an award at Grade 7 which means that a pupil has completed the course.

As well as the overall grade, each course will be broken down into “elements” reflecting the important aspects of each subject.  The certificate awarded will also give grades for each of these elements.

For example, English will be broken down into “Reading”, “Writing”, and “Talking”.  Mathematics will be broken down into “Knowledge and Understanding”, “Reasoning”, and “Enquiry”.

In most courses there will be at least one element grade based wholly on the work done in school during the course rather than on an end of course examination.

How is it assessed?

External examinations will be held at the end of Standard Grade courses.  Most pupils will sit papers for two Levels, covering four grades.  This gives everyone the best possible opportunity to fulfill their potential.

Ongoing assessments will be made by class teachers which will give an overall picture of a pupil’s true ability.

These assessments will be made at regular intervals, at times decided by the school, using guidelines provided by Scottish Qualifications Authority.

The SQA will also ensure that standards are being applied correctly from school to school.

National Qualification Course/Access/Intermediate 1/2
National Qualification courses are demanding in terms of difficulty of ideas, knowledge and new skills.

National Qualifications also recognise abilities which are relevant and useful in society but which are not normally assessed by traditional examination systems.

Each course comprises of a number of units.  Several units are likely to be undertaken in Year 3 with further units and the external assessment undertaken in May/June Year 4.  Pupils must pass all their unit assessments if they wish to gain a course award.  The type of assessment used will vary with the type of subject, but might range from a written examination paper to completion of project work or a practical performance.  Course will be graded A, B, C, pass.

Illustration of equivalent levels

	Credit
	(
	Intermediate 2

	General
	(
	Intermediate 1

	Foundation
	(
	Access


Access courses have no external assessment.

Is there a Higher Grade for every National Qualification?

Most National Qualification subjects will have a corresponding Higher Grade and Advanced Higher course;  but others, which are valuable in their own right, do not.

Successful completion of the National Qualification course will however provide a useful base for further study in this subject.

What should you know about National Qualifications?

(a) If you are a pupil

You will still need to think carefully about which subjects you take especially if you already have plans about your career.

There is some information about each subject in this booklet which should help.

It is also important for you to talk to your guidance or careers teacher or your school’s careers adviser.

(b) If you are a parent

You will want to know that your child will be offered courses that are really suitable, and that his or her achievements will be recognised and certificated.

Standard Grade/Access/Intermediate courses are designed to do this at every level of ability.  You will also want to help your child to choose subjects which give the best opportunity to make the most of his or her abilities in the future.

Where children are now making their choice of subjects for third and fourth years, or will in future be taking additional subjects, the information in the rest of this booklet should be helpful.

We welcome you to the Parents’ Evening when you can discuss what course your child should take.

You can also contact your local Careers Service for advice.

Curriculum for Excellence

National Qualifications for pupils in S3 2011/2012 will remain unchanged.

Pupils will however see a change to their provision of personal support.  The Secondary school will adopt and deliver the 10 standards of personal support in school.

Pupils will also be encouraged to experience and engage in a personal achievement programme.  Some of the electives may lead to certification and will be achieved through a range of experiences such as: citizenship, leadership, ethos, sustainable development, health and wellbeing and academic achievement.
ART and DESIGN DEPARTMENT
ART and DESIGN

The Standard Grade Art and Design course in third and fourth years offers pupils opportunities to express ideas, thoughts and feelings through using a wide variety of techniques and media.

Problem solving, research skills and the understanding and enjoyment of the work of artists and designers, are essential ingredients of the course.

Standard Grade Art and Design consists of three elements –

Expressive activity
Fine Art, including:

drawing, painting, still life portraits etc., expressing personal ideas, thoughts and feelings

Design activity
The ability to identify and solve specific problems in 2 and 3-dimensional Design and produce an appropriate solution

Critical activity
Researching and commenting upon the work of artists and designers

Grades are awarded for all three activities, and for the expressive activity, the theme titles are specified in advance of the external examination, which takes place over a five hour sitting.  During class time, pupils are allocated time for preparatory work which they will use during the exam.

Design activity is assessed internally on the basis of a folio of work demonstrating pupil competence in all areas of the design process.

Critical activity is externally assessed on two written units produced during fourth year, relating to the work of artists and designers.

There is an Access 3 option in S4 for pupils who will find the written aspect of the Standard Grade course too difficult or have considerable supported learning needs. Pupils undertaking the Access 3 course will complete the following three units of study:
· Expressive
· Design
· Art and Design Studies
There is no external examination for this course. All units are internally assessed and externally moderated by SQA.
Access 2 is also available, and it follows the same structure as Access 3.  This course provides opportunities for our supported pupils to follow an NQ course with the possibility of progression to Access 3.
ART & DESIGN
Intermediate 1

This course is offered in S5/6 for candidates who cannot meet the entrance criteria for Intermediate 2 or Higher, but who wish to continue to specialise in Art & Design.  The candidate’s grade at Standard Grade, or performance at Access 3, should act as a guide.

Intermediate 1 pupils must complete the following unites in order to achieve the Course award:

Expressive

Three A2 sheets, comprising of an Investigation, Development and Final

Piece.  Pupils are asked to work on a personal theme, usually in either Landscape, Portraiture or Still-life.

Design
Three A2 sheets, comprising of an Investigation, Development and Final Outcome.  Pupils may work in 2D or 3D design areas such as Graphic Design or Textiles.  Again, a personal theme is chosen and developed.

Art & Design
Two A2 sheets (or equivalent) of notes and comments on the life and
Studies
work of two artist or designers.

There is no external examination for this course, although the Design and Expressive units

ARE marked externally by the SQA.  The Art & Design Studies unit is marked internally and moderated by the SQA.
BUSINESS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
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ADMINISTRATION - INTERMEDIATE 1 & 2
Administration is crucial to the effective and efficient delivery of business and organisational objectives.  These courses have recently been reviewed and up-dated by SQA and will provide pupils with excellent ICT skills and knowledge required for the modern working environment.

The three units of the course are:

· Administrative Services

· Information Technology for Administrators

· Presenting and Communicating Information

Administrative Services

Pupils will study areas such as:

duties of administrative assistants

health, safety and security at work

uses of the internet and other technologies at work

roles of the main departments in organisations

customer service

arranging travel and accommodation

Information Technology for Administrators

Pupils will solve business problems and present the solutions using:

spreadsheets

databases

word processed documents

Presenting and Communicating Information

Pupils will:

use the internet to search for information

use ICT to present and communicate information e.g. word processed documents

emails

electronic diary

PowerPoint software

Assessment

Pupils will be assessed on each unit of the course.  They will be given credit for each unit passed.  To achieve the course, pupils must pass the units as well as the overall course assessment.  This course assessment is made up of two papers – a theory paper and a practical ICT paper.  A grade will be awarded.

Progression

Administration is part of almost all areas of working life today.  It is a subject studied in many further and higher education courses such as:  Business Administration, Business Studies, Information and Library Studies, Administration and Information Management, Business and Languages.  Careers which Administration could lead to: Administrative posts eg Personal Assistant, Information Technology positions, Personnel Training, Journalism, Management
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT - INTERMEDIATE 1 & 2 
Business and enterprise are at the heart of national growth and development, and this is reflected in the place business education has in the curriculum. The provision offers opportunities for candidates to develop the crucial skills and knowledge which allow them to access, understand and contribute to the dynamic and complex business and information environment. Whatever the career pathway or progression route, business education enhances individual effectiveness.
	
	INT 2 


	INT 1



	Entry requirements
	5-14 Level E or above


	5 – 14 Level D or above

	Units
	Business Enterprise

Business Decision Areas


	Business Enterprise

Business Decision Areas

Business Information and ICT



	Assessment
	3 unit assessments – theory questions based on case studies


	3 unit assessments – theory questions based on case studies




Pupils will develop a knowledge and understanding of the role and operation of business and will apply this knowledge to case studies where they will have to identify problems faced by businesses and devise solutions. The role of information technology in business is studied, and pupils are given opportunities to use ICT in a business context. Pupils develop skills in decision-making in relation to areas such as marketing, finance and human resources.  

Possible Careers in Business Management

All careers require individuals who can contribute effectively to their organisation as well as cope with today’s changing employment market.

COMPUTING DEPARTMENT
STANDARD GRADE COMPUTING STUDIES
Standard Grade Computing Studies prepares pupils for a competitive job market where emphasis lies with new technology. 

The course is designed to develop an awareness of the most up to date computers in society, to give knowledge of how computers work and to apply this knowledge and understanding to solve practical problems.

Pupils study six topics:-

Computer Systems
discover how computers work

General Purpose Packages

study of various applications: desktop publishing, database, spreadsheet, multimedia software

Communications
Networks, email and Internet
Commercial Data Processing
how computers are used in shops and companies

Automated Systems
robots in manufacture

Programming

pupils design and implement their own software programs

The elements of assessment are Knowledge and Understanding, Problem Solving and Practical Abilities.  Grades in knowledge and understanding and problem solving are based on an external written assessment.  The practical abilities grade is based on four coursework tasks and one project completed in class throughout the two years.
An ability to understand technical language and formulae is a definite advantage for this challenging and enjoyable two year course.

The course provides a foundation for progression to Intermediate or Higher courses in Computing and Information Systems and also for future education, training and work.

Possible Careers in Computing

Computer Programmer

Web Designer / Developer

Multimedia Designer


Computer Games Developer

IT Support


Computer Technician

Network engineer


Database Administrator

Computer Animator

CRAFT, DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT
“One of the most obvious features of contemporary societies is the rapidity and the pervasive influence of technological change.  Indeed the pace of technological developments and its impact on peoples circumstances and the environment have never been more marked.”

“As an industrial trading nation it is important that the significant role played by technology in the generation of employment and the creation of wealth is widely recognised.  To maintain and improve the economic standing of the country among the other industrialised nations, there is a continued need to attract young people into the technology and technology-related professions and activities.”  

Technology is an integral part of tomorrow’s stable society and economy.  The engineering and construction industries form approximately 24% of Britain’s workforce.  Britain is experiencing a national shortage of qualified workers which is having a positive effect on the salaries and working conditions of its workforce.


The Craft, Design and Technology courses are intended to introduce students to advances in technology, graphics, information technology and craft based disciplines and aid the development of student’s life skills and social skills.  It looks in a practical way at applications of technology and design at work, home and leisure.  The course aims to raise the level of pupil interest so that some will consider a career in the engineering, design, trades and construction industries via a  an apprenticeship or further or higher education diploma/degree.

Technology subjects requires students to use a range of skills effectively, such as, communication, working with others, numeracy, information technology, and research and investigative skills.  Students are encouraged to tackle tasks in a logical manner, and to develop their ability to innovate and demonstrate ingenuity.  These core skills that pupils will develop are transferable and will be beneficial in other subjects and also in their social and working lives after school.

New Technology:  The department has recently purchased new, ‘cutting edge’ machinery which will broaden our pupils experiences and prepare them better for the fast moving and for-ever advancing society we live in.  Our new machinery consists of three CAD-CAM machines (3D Router, Vinyl plotter-cutter laser cutter and a 3D printer) and the latest Autodesk software (AutoCAD, Inventor 3D Modeling, Revit and 3D Max) – this software was used to animate and design the Hollywood blockbuster movie, ‘IRONMAN’.  

Structure of Courses

	
	Graphic Communication
	Craft & Design
	Technological Studies

	Entry 

Requirements
	
	
	Student must be studying at the minimum level of Intermediate 1 maths. 

	Units
	Knowledge & Interpretation (KI)

Drawing Abilities (DA)

Illustration and Presentation (IP)
	Knowledge & Understanding (KU)

Designing (D)

Practical Abilities (PA)


	Systems (8 hrs)

Pneumatic Systems (22 hrs)

Applied Electronics (53hrs)

Programmable Control (42hrs)

Mechanical Systems (20hrs)

Energy (15hrs)



	Assessment (Internal)
	Illustration and Presentation folio consisting of 12 pieces of work
	Design folio (D) and manufacture of a craft project (PA)
	Application of Technology (AT) – 5 hour practical investigation project

	Assessment (External)
	Final exam

Credit - duration 1 hour 45 minutes

General - duration 1 hr 30 mins

Foundation - duration 1 hr 15 mins


	Final exam

Credit - duration 1 hour 30 minutes

General - duration 1 hr 15 mins

Foundation - duration 1 hr
	Final exam 

Credit - duration 1 hr 45 mins

General - duration 1 hr 30 mins

Assessable Elements

Reasoning & Numerical Analysis (RNA) and Knowledge & Understanding (KU)



	Core Skills
	PROBLEM SOLVING

NUMERACY

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
	PROBLEM SOLVING

NUMERACY

 
	PROBLEM SOLVING

NUMERACY

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
The course introduces students to the diversity of presentation methods employed in Graphic Communication and enables them to select appropriate methods and media for the task in hand.  It includes computer-aided graphics and draughting methods together with illustration and presentation techniques, formal drawing board skills and sketching.  The use of computers is an essential part of the course and is advocated both as a practical experience for students and as an appropriate teaching/learning strategy.

Because of its broad outlook on technical graphics, the course provides opportunity for developing confidence in presenting and interpreting technical graphics, while enabling pupils to exercise imagination, creative ability and logical thinking.  Students have the opportunity to relate tasks to their interests or real life situations creating pride and ownership of work ethic.

The course offers creative and technological experiences as well as contributing to the development of communication skills.  As a result it offers experiences across three modes of learning: Creative and Aesthetic Activities, Technological Activities and Applications, and Language and Communication. 

“In this rapidly changing society it is important to reflect the advances made in technology and communication in the educational provision available to young people.  The ability to communicate effectively is an essential requirement in every field of endeavour and often communication requirements are inadequately served by the spoken or written word alone.  Drawing, sketches and colour illustrations are often needed for clear and efficient communication.  Also, since Graphic Communication is an international language, it should be recognised as an important aspect of the school curriculum.”

A major purpose of the course, therefore, is to provide interesting, logical and coherent learning experiences in a variety of topics which should enhance the ability to use more effectively graphical means of communication.  On successful completion of the course, students should have gained useful knowledge and understanding of the language of graphic communication.  Through the development of graphical skills, the course may also motivate pupils to pursue vocational interests in such careers as architecture, surveying, draughting, science, engineering, construction, design and marketing.

CRAFT & DESIGN
‘Manufacturing industry remains the cornerstone of the Scottish economy.  Any decline poses a threat to the health, sustainability and diversity of the country and therefore to its infrastructure and the prosperity of its citizens… because of its diverse, dynamic nature, manufacturing needs people with equally diverse and adaptable skills.’  Make it in Scotland.

Craft & Design seeks to develop the intellectual capacity and practical skills of students through the process of designing and making.  Central to this is the encouragement of students to develop the skills necessary to solve realistic problems and then to evaluate the solutions objectively.

The design problems encountered will extend over a wide range of activities from those emphasising practical applications of technology to those more concerned with aesthetic values.  Solving such problems will require a progressive accumulation of knowledge, experience and the ability to communicate effectively.  The activity of designing will require an understanding of human needs and values, and will provide opportunities for the realistic application of other disciplines.

Craft and Design provides the opportunity for improving the balance between theoretical and practical aspects of the curriculum.  The integration of design and workshop experience offers a highly fertile environment for independent learning and has particular relevance to personal and social development.

The person who can both think and do is recognised as important to society.  Craft & Design strives to provide opportunities for students to think creatively and inventively, to find realistic situations for organising their thinking, and to be successful in creating items which are uniquely their own.  To create a piece of craftwork from initial design to manufactured product is a demanding task both practically and intellectually.

The course is practical; it offers direct experience; it encourages autonomous learning; it offers motivating activity through a blend of technological, vocational, creative and aesthetic aspects.  It also prepares young people for tertiary education, a working life and leisure activities.

TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES
In the Standard Grade Technological Studies course the emphasis is on practical problem solving, designed to foster awareness and understanding of technology as it is applied to industry, commerce and in everyday life.  It looks in a practical way at applications of technology at work, home and leisure.

The knowledge, understanding and skills developed in technological studies will provide a basis for further study in technology.  The course enables students to better understand the role and impact of technology on the world in which they live.  It also provides opportunities for candidates to develop core skills (including communication, numeracy, information technology and problem solving) which are essential in everyday life and in the workplace.

The overall purpose of technological education should be to develop technological capability in young people.  Technological capability encompasses understanding of appropriate concepts and processes; the ability to apply knowledge and skills by thinking and acting confidently, imaginatively, creatively and with sensitivity; the ability to evaluate technological activities, artefacts and systems critically and constructively.

AIMS

The aims of technical education are essentially realised through the design, make, evaluate sequence of processes.  This is achieved by stimulating activities which develop and reinforce pupils’ creativity, reasoning and personal skills.

Standard Grade Technological Studies offers students the opportunity to meet with and engage in modern technologies at first hand and, in doing so, seeks to inspire positive attitudes to careers in technology.  The course is designed to build upon technology within Environmental Studies in 5-14 and provides clear progression to National Qualifications in a range of technology and engineering courses at 16+ in schools and further education colleges.

The following two courses will be delivered together but pupils will opt to study only one discipline, either Jewellery Design or F1 in schools.  Candidates will manufacture three craft projects in S3 which will be related to the either jewellery or Formula 1, e.g: a jewellery box, jewellery display unit, etc.  During S4, students will concentrate on designing and manufacturing jewellery (for their own use and marketing/sales at local events) and F1 cars (entering their designs in national and international competition). 

JEWELLERY DESIGN – Enterprise Through Craft

&

F1 IN SCHOOLS – Enterprise Through Craft

‘Manufacturing industry remains the cornerstone of the Scottish economy.  Any decline poses a threat to the health, sustainability and diversity of the country and therefore to its infrastructure and the prosperity of its citizens… because of its diverse, dynamic nature, manufacturing needs people with equally diverse and adaptable skills.’  Make it in Scotland.

Enterprise Through Craft seeks to develop the intellectual capacity and practical skills of students through the process of designing, making and marketing of a product.  Central to this is the encouragement of students to develop the skills necessary to solve realistic problems then to evaluate the solutions objectively and create a marketing plan of action.

The design problems encountered will extend over a wide range of activities from those emphasising practical applications of technology to those more concerned with aesthetic values.  Solving such problems will require a progressive accumulation of knowledge, experience and the ability to communicate effectively.  The activity of designing will require an understanding of human needs and values, and will provide opportunities for the realistic application of other disciplines.

Enterprise Through Craft provides the opportunity for improving the balance between theoretical and practical aspects of the curriculum.  The integration of design and workshop experience offers a highly fertile environment for independent learning and has particular relevance to personal and social development.  Candidates will also develop their core NUMERACY and LITERACY skills.

The person who can both THINK and DO is recognised as important to society.  Enterprise Through Craft strives to find realistic situations for organising their thinking, and to be successful in creating items which are uniquely their own.  To create a piece of craftwork from initial design to manufactured product is a demanding task both practically and intellectually.

The course is practical; it offers direct experience; it encourages autonomous learning; it offers motivating activity through a blend of technological, vocational, creative and aesthetic aspects.  It also prepares young people for tertiary education, a working life and leisure activities.

ENGINEERING SKILLS

Intermediate 1/2

(An SQA Skills for Work Qualification)

Course Outline

This course consists of 4 mandatory Units. These Units are outlined below.

· Mechanical 
The candidate will learn to select and use the correct tools, equipment and materials required to manufacture an artefact(s). The candidate will also develop and use basic engineering fitting skills including measuring, marking, cutting, shaping, drilling and tapping.

· Electrical/Electronic 
The candidate will learn to select and safely use the correct tools and components required to construct a basic extra low voltage functional circuit. The circuit can be electrical, electronic or a combination of both. The circuit could include lamp holders, switches, sockets, resistors, capacitors, inductors and semi-conductor devices.

· Fabrication 
The candidate will learn to select the correct tools, materials and equipment required to manufacture an artefact using cutting, hot and cold forming, and mechanical and thermal joining techniques. These will include bolting, riveting, screwing, soldering, Metal Active Gas (MAG) welding and the use of adhesives. 

· Manufacture and Assembly
This Unit integrates the mechanical, electrical/electronic and fabrication skills developed in the other mandatory Units of the Course or from the candidate’s previous industrial experience.

Throughout all 4 Units the candidates will learn about safe working practices and will have the opportunity to review the employability skills they have developed across the range of practical experiences.

Homework

For example – pupils issued with self evaluation reviews.

Assessment

There is no final exam or grading. Assessment of this course will focus on the development of specific engineering skills. The evidence will be confirmed by the use of an assessor checklist which will cover: 

· interpretation of a drawing or specification

· the appropriate use of tools, materials and equipment

· successful involvement in the completion of a task, product or assembly

· quality checking of the work by the candidate

· attention to health and safety aspects of working in a workshop type of environment

The assessment of employability skills is integrated in all of the Units and is based on assessor checklists and the completion of a candidate review sheet on four different occasions throughout the Course.

Progression

This Course may provide candidates with opportunities to progress to:

· Scottish Progression Award in Engineering (Intermediate 2)

· SVQs and Modern Apprenticeships in Engineering areas

· Relevant programmes in Further Education colleges

· Training/employment

Other Information

This course is suitable for candidates who would like the opportunity to develop generic and practical skills, knowledge and understanding and employability skills needed within an engineering sector. Elements of the course might be taught in partnership with local businesses, colleges or visiting specialists from the Engineering industry.

For further information please visit www.sqa.org.uk 
CONSTRUCTION

Intermediate 1/2

(An SQA Skills for Work Qualification)

Course Outline

This Course consists of eight 20 hour Units. Five of the Units are mandatory. The mandatory units are outlined below:

· Construction Crafts: Employability Skills 
This Unit highlights generic skills that pupils will develop and use as they carry out practical activities in the trade-specific Units. These are skills which employees require to be successful in the workplace, and include: punctuality and timekeeping, taking instructions and advice; keeping the workplace tidy. 

· Construction Crafts: Half Brick Walling 
Pupils are required to set out and build short lengths of half-brick thick wall to given drawings and to prescribed standards and tolerances. 

· Construction Crafts: Decorative Painting 
Pupils are required to produce decorative finishes involving the use of brushes and rollers as well as stencilling. 

· Construction Crafts: Site Carpentry and Bench Joinery 
Pupils are required to carry out small-scale tasks in both first-fix and second-fix joinery.  They will learn skills in measurement, cutting and fixing of timbers and sheet materials. 

· Construction Crafts: Plumbing 
Pupils are required to cut, assemble and join plastic pipework in accordance with given drawings using proprietary bends and tee-pieces. 

Three optional units will be chosen, at the discretion of the school from the following:  Practical Copper Pipework; Carpentry and Joinery Techniques; Brickwork Techniques; Decorative Finishing Using Water-borne Paints; Plasterwork; Electrical Installation; or Roof Tiling

Homework

For example – pupils issued with self evaluation sheets for each unit of work.

Assessment

There is no final grade or exam. Assessment in this Course will be based on a range of practical workshop activities, supported by assessor observation checklists and candidate self-checking of quality. 

In the Employability Skills Unit, candidates will carry out self-evaluation on a range of skills, review their progress and identify action points. 

Progression

This course may provide candidates with opportunities to progress to:

· Construction Crafts Course (Intermediate 2) 

· Scottish Vocational Qualifications in the area of construction crafts 

· further education 

· training/employment 

Other Information

This course is suitable for pupils with an aptitude for and an interest in practical crafts work. Elements of this course might be taught in partnership with local businesses, colleges or visiting specialists from the construction industry.

For further information please visit www.sqa.org.uk
‘Don’t leave your future to chance!’

DRAMA

Department: Drama
Subject Leader: Mrs MacDonald

Expectations

· Drama is dependent on everyone having a positive and co-operative attitude and attending class regularly. 

· You must be aware of the importance of this since all work that you will be involved in depends on all group members being present and having a positive attitude towards the work and towards all the other class members. 

· You must have a good past record in these areas to gain access to the course.

Aims:

· To build and develop positive social, inter-personal and communication skills - widely recognised as very important skills in all jobs and career choices.

· To build and develop confidence.

· To learn how to use performance skills and theatre arts creatively – acting, directing, lighting, sound, costume, make-up, props and set design.

· To appreciate Drama as an art form in its own right and be able to discuss and write about it.

Topics/Assessment in the Course

· The course consists of units of work each one building on language and movement skills. You will investigate and explore issues and topics that are relevant to young people of your age – some of these will be chosen by you and others will be given to you. 

· You will be assessed throughout the two years in three areas – Creating, Presenting and Knowledge and Understanding. These three areas have equal weighting, the last one being in the form of a written exam in 4th year. 

How it works

· You will work as an individual, with the whole class and in small groups. 

· You will be expected to work with everyone in the class at some point and you will develop your skills at your own rate while also being dependent on others for the work to be successful. 

· You will write an Evaluation after each unit and after at least one play you go to see with the department and these may be sent away to the exam board for marking. If these are not done then you will not gain an overall course award.
· You will be encouraged to attend theatre trips, usually in the evening, which will be organised by the Drama Department. These will help to make the class work more meaningful as well as allow you to do one of your Evaluations. 

Homework

The main written homework you will get will be written Evaluations at the end of units and when we see live performances. The course is mainly practical so the bulk of homework will consist of log writing, research, learning lines, bringing in resources etc. and revision for the final exam. 

Links to Future Academic/Career Opportunities

· School - you can go on to study Drama at Intermediate1/2 and Higher level 

· College/University – It can help you get onto courses such as Drama, English, Theatre Studies, Law, Journalism, Media Studies, and any course where communication skills are important. 

· Jobs and social life – the skills you gain will be invaluable and necessary for every job you go for and for the challenges that life throws you! 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
English Standard Grade (S3 and S4)
The course in English is intended to encourage pupils to develop the language skills of reading, writing, talking and listening.  Literature is central to this and during the course, pupils will study a range of texts from poetry, drama, prose and media.  

The course is designed according to national guidelines, taking into account the particular needs of pupils.  It is planned in units of work of varying length.

Folio

Pupils produce a folio of coursework in S3 in preparation for the one completed in S4 for external assessment by the SQA.

The folio comprises five pieces:

· a transactional essay either conveying information or deploying ideas

· an expressive essay either describing a personal experience or employing a specific literary form (e.g. short story)
· three critical essays covering at least two different genres (poetry, drama, prose or media)
Internal Assessment

Talk is assessed internally.  There are two components to this element of the course. These are group discussion and solo talk presentation.  Pupils will be given ample opportunity to develop their skills in both of these areas over the two-year course.  Talk is assessed internally and marks are submitted to the SQA to form one third of the overall grade.

External Assessment

Candidates will be presented for an examination which is externally assessed.  There are two parts to this examination: 

· Writing – candidates choose one task from approximately 20 options which cover a variety of genres.  This paper lasts for 1 hour and 15 minutes.

· Close Reading – all candidates sit the General paper, followed by either the Credit or Foundation paper, depending on ability.  This paper is a comprehension paper based on a piece of non-fiction text and lasts for 50 minutes.

Texts for S3/4

The study of literature is a key aspect of the course.  It enables pupils to develop an understanding of the world beyond their own individual experience and to explore the use of language to express feelings and ideas.  A wide range of texts is available for study and enjoyment during the course and texts are chosen according to the age, stage and ability of each class.  Texts within the department include:

Fahrenheit 451



Ray Bradbury

Animal Farm




George Orwell

To Kill a Mockingbird  


Harper Lee

The Picture of Dorian Gray


Oscar Wilde

The Outsiders




S.E. Hinton

Catcher in the Rye



J.D. Salinger

Of Mice and Men 



John Steinbeck

Heroes





Robert Cormier

Silas Marner




George Eliot

Lord of the Flies



William Golding

Holes 





Louis Sachar

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

Maya Angelou

Fat Boy Swim




Catherine Forde

Martyn Pig




Kevin Brooks

Books recommended for private reading are on a separate list (see over).  These are merely recommendations and the list is by no means prescriptive.  The stock in the Learning Resource Centre is constantly being updated and pupils can ask the librarian for information about available texts.  

Additionally, pupils are encouraged to start reading good-quality newspapers as this is the type of text they will face in the Close Reading examination.

Private Reading

Private reading is greatly encouraged and it is important that every pupil develops a reading habit.  Class time is devoted to this on a regular basis, and pupils are given opportunities to visit the Learning Resource Centre to select books for private reading.  Each pupil is expected to keep a summary sheet of their reading and this will be inspected regularly by the class teacher.  On evenings when there is no formal English homework, pupils are expected to do at least 20 minutes private reading.
	Modern Fiction
Peter Ackroyd

Joan Aitken

Mary Angelou

Isaac Asimov

Sandy Asher

Bernard Ashley

Margaret Atwood

Lynne Reid Banks

William Boyd

Ray Bradbury

Anthony Burgess

Robert Cormier

Gillian Cross

Anita Desai

Daphne du Maurier
Eileen Dunlop   S
Ben Elton

Anne Fine

Stella Gibbons

Graham Greene

Neil Gunn     S
Barry Hines

Susan Hill
	Hawksmoor*

Chatterton*

The Stolen Lake

Midnight is a Place

A Bundle of Nerves (stories of horror, suspense and fantasy)

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings    (autobiographical)*

The “Foundation” Saga (science fiction)

Everything is Not Enough

Seeing Off Uncle Jack (two stories)

Handmaid’s Tail (science fiction)*

The L-Shaped Room

One More River

The Warning Bell

The Writing on the Wall

An Ice-Cream War*

Fahrenheit 451 (science fiction)

The October Country (short stories/science fiction)

Any Old Iron*

The Chocolate War

After the First Death

I Am the Cheese

New World

On the Edge

Chartbreak

Wolf*

Clear Light of Day

The Village by the Sea

Rebecca

Jamaica Inn

The House on the Hill

A Flute in Mayferry Street

Stark

Goggle-Eyes (humour)

Madame Doubtfire

Cold Comfort Farm*

Brighton Rock*

Sun Circle*

Highland River*

The Silver Darlings*

A Kestrel for a Knave

The Albatross & Other Stories

The Woman in Black

Strange Meeting*
	Janni Howker

Mollie Hunter      S
P D James

Jennifer Johnston

Diana Wynne-Jones

Toeckey Jones

Ken Kesey

John Le Carre

Joan Lindsay

Joan Lingard

William McIlvaney    S

Bernard MacLaverty

Jan Mark

James Van Marshall

Iris Murdoch

Jenny Nimmo

Alan Paton

Terry Pratchett

Susan Price

Mildred D Taylor

Jean Ure

Cynthia Voight


	Badger on the Barge

I’ll Go My Own Way

The Ghosts of Glencoe

A Taste for Death

Shadows On Our Skin

How Many Miles to Babylon*

Archer’s Goon

Skindeep

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest*

The Spy Who Came in From the Cold*

Picnic At Hanging Rock

The “Maggie” quartet

Laidlaw

Docherty*

The Papers of Tony Veitch

Cal*

Lamb

The Best of Bernard MacLaverty

(short stories)

The Hillingdon Fox

The Ennead

Walkabout

The Bell*

The Snow Spider (trilogy)

Cry, The Beloved Country*

Mort

Discworld (fantasy series)

Ghost Dance (trilogy/fantasy)

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

See You Thursday

Homecoming



	
	
	Early or Pre-20th Century Novels

The books listed below should all provide a challenging read:-

	
	
	Charlotte Bronte

Emily Bronte

Joseph Conrad

Charles Dickens

George Eliot

E M Forster
	Jane Eyre

Wuthering Heights

Heart of Darkness

Lord Jim

Great Expectations

Oliver Twist

The Mill on the Floss

Silas Marner

A Room with a View

A Passage to India


HOME ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT
HOME ECONOMICS

The Standard Grade Home Economics course is a practical based course and aims to develop in young people the skills and knowledge necessary to organise their own lives and manage an efficient, safe home for other individuals.  Such skills will enable young people to adapt to a highly technological society, taking account of future social and economic developments.

The two year course is broken into five topics.  The knowledge and skills of Home Economics are developed through practical experiences, discussions, enquiries and investigations which encourage pupils to make reasoned decisions, interpret information, solve problems and apply ideas and principles in a wide range of realistic situations.

Pupils will be awarded grades for the three elements of the course, namely:  

Practical and Organisational Skills, Knowledge and Understanding, and Handling Information.

These grades will take into account ongoing internal (school based) assessment as well as the final external examination. 

Areas of study will include the traditional areas of 

· diet and health

· practical food preparation and its inter-relationship with hygiene 

· safety and the design and use of equipment, materials and resources

· consumer awareness and the importance of time, money and energy.  

Further to this, the course recognises the relationship between individuals, the home and the community.

Book List

Examining Food & Nutrition by Jenny Ridgwell    (Heinemann)
Food & Nutrition by Anita Tull (Oxford)

Manual of Nutrition by Maff (HMSO)
Home Economics Standard Grade course notes by Alister MacGregor (Leckie & Leckie)
HOME  ECONOMICS 

HOSPITALITY:  PRACTICAL COOKERY
INTERMEDIATE 1
This is a two-year practical food based course, devised to allow students of different abilities and needs to achieve success, particularly those who enjoy practical food work.  The programme aims to provide flexibility of choice and to encourage through practical activity, the integration of understanding and skills in a variety of ways, for example:

· linking an understanding of foods for health to their own requirements

· making choices about appropriate cooking methods

· carrying out a practical task which is planned to combine practical skills in the production of food items

· following a logical sequence of work in food preparation and cooking

· showing some creativity in the production of items

· reflecting on success by evaluating the product

This course comprises of four units:

1
Introduction to Food Preparation Techniques – where pupils will be able to:
· Weigh and measure foodstuffs accurately

· Use a range of simple food preparation techniques

· Identify basic food preparation equipment and cookery terms

2
Introduction to Cookery Processes – where pupils will be able to:
· Identify principles associated with a range of cookery processes

· Carry out the cookery process to given specification

· Control the cookery process to minimise wastage

3
Food Hygiene for the Hospitality Industry – where pupils will be able to:
· Identify the dangers and effects of contamination of food

· Recognise unhygienic food handling practices, which can lead to food poisoning

· Demonstrate hygienic food handling practices, which will prevent food poisoning

4
Hospitality:  Organisation of Practical Skills

· In the context of food preparation, pupils will develop competence in planning work, requisitioning food; identify equipment and integrating practical skills to complete tasks.  Links with Gleneagles will also be used in the delivery of this unit
ASSESSMENT
· Practical activities – observation checklist
· Worksheets and matching exercises

· Practical assignment

· No written examination

· Practical examination

PROGRESSION
· Pupils who achieve the Intermediate 1 award in Hospitality may progress to Intermediate 2
EARLY  EDUCATION  AND  CHILDCARE
INTERMEDIATE 1 SKILLS FOR WORK
This course provides a basic insight in to working in early education and childcare.  This is a very practical course which involves pupils taking part in activities they would have to deliver to young children once they were working with them.  Pupils will visit a variety of child related work places, will invite speakers in and will take part in the Life Choice Real Baby Programme which involves taking home for one weekend a virtual baby.
Course Outline

This course consists of 4 x 40 hour units:

· Child Development

Pupils will learn about the 4 aspects of child development and understand the key milestones of each aspect. Pupils will plan, carry out and evaluate an investigation into 1 of the four aspects of child development.

· Working in Early Education and Childcare

Pupils investigate the types of childcare provision for children between the ages of 0-12 both nationally and locally. They will learn and understand the skills and qualities required for working in these different sectors. 

· Play in Early Education and Childcare

Pupils will identify a range of types of play for children aged between 0-12 years. They will need to observe and join in with these types of play. They will learn how play contributes to children’s care, learning and development.

· Care of Children

Pupils will identify the needs of children between the ages of 0-12 years. They will take part in practical activities on how to care for children such as bathing, nappy changing and preparing foods.

ASSESSMENT

There is no final grade or exam. Assessment in this course will be based on a range of practical and written activities, supported by assessor observation checklists and candidate self evaluations. 
PROGRESSION

To college to do Intermediate 2 or NC and HNC courses in Early education and Childcare
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT
MATHEMATICS

The aim of the Mathematics course is to help pupils to learn how to describe, tackle and ultimately solve problems which require the use of mathematical knowledge and techniques.

Pupils enter at a level consistent with their progress in mathematics while in second year they have the opportunity to move between classes as they progress from S3 to S4.

The areas which are covered are number and money (this includes calculations in situations such as personal budgeting, using whole numbers, decimal percentages and fractions), measure and shape (including lengths, areas and volumes, weights, temperature and time, speed and rates, properties and shapes, and scale diagrams and maps), relationships (including tables and graphs, algebra, formulae and equations, proportionality and variation),  and statistics (including probability, averages, data sets and standard deviation).  Emphasis is put on making estimates, checking calculation and appreciating how accurate any measurement or calculation is.

Pupils will embark on a National Qualification either at Access Level, Intermediate 1 Level or Intermediate 2 Level.  Depending on progress, some pupils will have the opportunity to sit the Intermediate 1 examination at the end of S3.  No external exam is necessary for Access Courses.
Throughout each course at Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2 Level, unit tests are taken.  Failure to pass these tests will mean that even with success in the final exam, full certification will not be achieved.

Text Books

Maths in Action Books

 

 - Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2

TJ Maths 3G and 4G


Progress to Higher Maths - Arbelos 

Useful Material
Maths Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2 Revision Notes (Leckie & Leckie)
Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2 Past Papers

MODERN LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT
MODERN LANGUAGES

Pupils will continue to Standard Grade studying either French or German

Pupils are taught to develop those language skills which will help them to gain confidence in a large variety of topic areas.

Great importance is placed on the skill of ‘Speaking in the Foreign Language’, and to this end the foreign language is used as much as possible by the teacher in the language classroom.  Pupils who consistently use the foreign language in the classroom will be credited appropriately by the teacher.

Listening to tapes, understanding video programmes, and reading articles in magazines are examples of the skills which are further developed.  Writing in the foreign language is also very important as an aid to understanding.  Pupils will be taught to write at length. All speaking and writing assessments will be thoroughly discussed in class at least a week in advance and must be further prepared by pupils individually for the date of the assessment. 
All FOUR skills are examined by SQA.  The breakdown is as follows:

Speaking
33%

Reading
33%

Listening
17%

Writing
17%

Listening and Reading are examined externally by the SQA.  The Speaking Grade (33%) is awarded as a result of ‘end-of-unit speaking’ assessments.  In order to achieve the Writing grade, pupils will complete a folio of written work and the THREE BEST pieces of writing will be sent to SQA for grading.

Pupils who attain Grades  1 / 2 throughout the skill areas by the end of S4 will be able to progress to Higher,  whereas pupils who complete all skill areas with Grades 2 / 3 at Standard Grade can progress to ‘Intermediate 2’ in S5 or S6.
MUSIC DEPARTMENT

MUSIC

Music will be offered at either Standard Grade or the National Course.
This is to enhance provision and musical opportunities for pupils.

In S3, pupils follow Access3/Intermediate 1 course work or Foundation/General levels at Standard Grade, and in S4 they will be presented to a course appropriate to their progress.
The framework of all courses provides excellent progression to Intermediate 2 or Higher in S5 and takes account of pupils’ prior experiences in music.
Options within the framework allow pupils to gain a qualification in areas of particular interest to them.  This is a significant benefit of these courses and one which should enhance pupil enjoyment and motivation.

Coursework:

Performance on 2 instruments: pupils will play and record various pieces of music on 2 instruments either as a solo or in group performance.
 Inventing – pupils will compose an original piece of music and use Sibelius software on PC to present the final score
 Listening- pupils will become familiar with, through listening and performing, a selected list of terms relating to various styles and forms in music.
Introduction to Midi Sequencing – pupils will have a brief introduction to basic practical ICT tasks and have the opportunity to use new recording studio facilities.
Topics are varied and include:
Jazz /Blues

Scottish Music

Rock / Pop

Baroque

World Music Styles

Homework:

Pupils are provided with a Personal Learning Plan which includes Course Information, Homework / Assessment dates; teacher feedback sections, useful websites.
Homework dates are listed in the Personal Learning Plan for the year.

Pupils are required as a necessity, to practice both instruments as homework.  This can be done in school, with teacher support if required, or at home. 
Composing will be submitted for marking every four weeks until complete.
A revision and consolidation of listening terms should be completed on a weekly basis.

Over the year, pupils will be expected to complete a Literacy Workbook which teaches more rudimentary aspects of the course.

Furthermore, all pupils will be encouraged to participate in extra-curricular choral and/or instrumental group rehearsals and concerts etc, to enhance and consolidate the work carried out in class.
Assessment and Examination: 
Pupils will have a ‘work in progress’ assessment every 4-6 weeks and the teacher will give written comments on next stage of progression.

A more rigorous examine of all units will take place during the timetabled S3 exam diet in June. 
Support
Additional support is given on the music page of the school website regarding instrumental timetables, events, worksheets, homework dates and submissions

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  CORE – 

2 PERIODS PER WEEK

PE is studied by all pupils in S3/S4 for two periods per week.  Pupils are given a choice of activities depending on what facilities are available.  The activity blocks last approximately seven weeks per activity.

The focus of Core PE is:

· Health and well being.

· To try new activities.

· Learn and develop practical skills.

· To encourage pupils to continue doing physical activity in their own time.

· To have fun!

Pupils are required to make sure they purchase appropriate Community School of Auchterarder PE kit. PE Kit can be ordered from school office (see PE notice board or ask PE staff for details).  
Other courses available as a Column choice in the Physical Education Department as well as Core PE are:

· Standard Grade Physical Education

· Skills for Work – Sport & Recreation Intermediate 1

PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  STANDARD GRADE – 
3 PERIODS PER WEEK

Pupils selecting Standard Grade PE should be keen on investigating and developing their performance in the activities below. They will have 3 periods of Standard Grade PE as well as their 2 periods of Core PE in a week.
The only activities covered in Standard Grade Physical Education are:-

Athletics

Badminton

Basketball

Gymnastics

Hockey

Volleyball

Fitness

Pupils with be assessed on their practical performance in each of these activities and then given an overall average grade.

Around 20 – 25 hours will be spent on each activity.  This is much longer than Core and pupils must be prepared for this.

Some of this time will be spent in a classroom when written work to reinforce practical work will be carried out.  Homework will also be issued to reinforce class work.

This will also be preparation for the end of course written external examination of Knowledge and Understanding and Evaluating.

The final mark is made up of:-

Practical Performance

50%

Knowledge and Understanding
25%

Evaluating


25%

As pupils may be doing PE on a daily basis if they elect Standard Grade as well as Core PE, there will be a cost involved in ensuring pupils have the appropriate Community School of Auchterarder PE kit.  It is essential that pupils are aware that they are responsible for making sure they have appropriate kit on a regular basis.

Knowledge, Understanding and Evaluating will play an important part for pupils who want to go on to follow Higher/Intermediate 2 PE.

Job opportunities in this subject are increasing with more leisure centres, health clubs and National priorities in health and well being.  For those pupils with academic ability, Colleges and Universities have developed courses at degree and certificate level which include Teaching, Sports Centre Management and Outdoor Education qualifications.  This subject, therefore, has a lot to offer every child in terms of enjoyment, a healthier life and job prospects for the future.

More information on course is available at www.sqa.org.uk  or  www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/learning/bitesize/standard/pe 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – SKILLS FOR WORK

Sport & Recreation - Intermediate 1
Pupils selecting this course may be interested in equipping themselves with the skills they need to enter the workplace of Sport & Recreation. The assessment is practically based on experiences gained in a sports and recreation working environment.

Pupils will also still get 2 periods of Core PE as well each week.

Summary of Course content

In Skills for Work – Sport & Recreation, candidates will be supervised at all times while they carry out a range of tasks in  a sporting environment. These Units will be:
· Personal Fitness

Plan, implement and review your own fitness

· Dealing with accidents and emergencies

Gain knowledge and understanding of a range of accidents and emergencies and following an organisation’s procedures for dealing with these events

· Dealing with facilities and equipment

Setting up and taking down and storing equipment: cleaning and tidying facility areas

· Assisting with an activity session

Plan, assist and review activity sessions

· Skill for employment

Customer interaction, good working relationships, review of own performance

The above  Units will be assessed in a realistic working environment through:

· Practical scenarios

· Observation

· Knowledge and Understanding set questions

· Candidate log sheets

Candidates will gain a good foundation knowledge and learn basic skills in sport and recreation. This will give candidates a helping hand in furthering their career in this industry, whether they wish to continue in education or to gain employment. The Skills for Work course will be delivered in a sport and recreation environment. 

More information available at:

www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/14665.html#coursesummary
RELIGIOUS AND MORAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

RELIGIOUS and MORAL EDUCATION - CORE

In S3 and S4 all pupils will have one 54 minute period of Religious and Moral Education per week.

During this time they will have opportunity to complete a unit at either Intermediate 1 or Intermediate 2 from the Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies Higher Still Course.

Units in S3 and S4 will be based on contemporary moral issues.

Examples of the issues which may be explored are: 

“Should Capital Punishment be brought back?”

“Should Euthanasia be legalised?”

“Should Organ Donation be compulsory?”

“Is War ever justified?”

“Is Embryo Research justified?”

“Do Animals have rights?”

“Should the internet be censored?”

“Should human cloning be permitted?”

There is no external exam however pupils will have the opportunity to sit an internal assessment if they wish accreditation for the unit.
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
The courses taught within the Science Department to S3 and S4 are

(i) Standard Grade BIOLOGY
(ii) Standard Grade CHEMISTRY

(iii) Standard Grade PHYSICS
All three of these Standard Grade courses are taught and assessed at GENERAL and CREDIT levels only.  They require a high level of commitment, with homework being given on a regular basis to compliment coursework.  Although some practical assessment is completed for the SQA in school, most of the grading relies on performance in the SQA exams at the end of S4. 

As an alternative, a course is available at Intermediate 1 and Access 3 levels.  This is equivalent to FOUNDATION and GENERAL levels with assessment being completed on a regular basis on behalf of SQA.  Only Intermediate 1 pupils sit a final exam at the end of S4 as part of their overall grade. 

STANDARD GRADE BIOLOGY

This course shows pupils the relevance of Biology to themselves and the natural world as well as providing a sound basis for further study of the subject.  It involves comparing the structures and functions of plants and animals, including humans, and how they interact with the environment.  Other areas of study include cell biology and biotechnology which are particularly relevant to modern society, as well as energy production and pollution, which are studied throughout the course.

The course is based on seven topics:

The Biosphere

The Body in Action

Investigating Cells

The World of Plants

Animal Survival

Inheritance

Biotechnology.  

Grades will be given for Knowledge and Understanding, Problem Solving and Practical Abilities.  Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving are assessed externally by written examinations.  The assessment of Practical Abilities, comprising practical techniques and investigations, is carried out in the school.

This course is available at General and Credit Levels only.

Textbooks and written notes are provided in school.  In addition, the following are recommended:

· Standard Grade Biology Revision Notes (Leckie & Leckie) 

· Standard Grade Biology Success Guide (Leckie & Leckie)

· Revision Notes for Standard Grade Biology (Chemcord)

· Past Papers General & Credit Biology (Bright Red)

STANDARD GRADE CHEMISTRY
The course is designed to make pupils aware of the applications of Chemistry to everyday life including social, economic and industrial aspects.  These applied ideas demonstrate the relevance of Chemistry and provide a base for further study.  Problem solving is a central part of chemistry and the course will allow pupils to develop the skills needed to find solutions to chemical problems both theoretical and practical.

The course consists of fifteen topics.  These include areas such as 

Chemical Reactions

Atoms and how they combine

Acids and Alkalis

Metals and Corrosion

Making Electricity

Fuels and Plastics

Fertilisers & Carbohydrates
Grades will be given for Knowledge and Understanding, Problem Solving and Practical Abilities.  Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving are assessed externally by written examinations.  The assessment of Practical Abilities, comprising practical techniques and investigations, is carried out in the school.

This course is available at General and Credit Levels only.

Textbooks and written notes are provided in school.  In addition, the following are recommended:

· Standard Grade Chemistry Revision Notes (Leckie & Leckie)

· Standard Grade Chemistry Success Guide (Leckie & Leckie)

· Revision Notes for Standard Grade Chemistry (Chemcord)

· Past Papers General & Credit Chemistry (Bright Red)

STANDARD GRADE PHYSICS

This course introduces physics through its impact on everyday life.  It helps pupils to make sense of the physical environment and to develop the skills of scientific problem solving.  For this reason, it concentrates on areas of particular interest in the modern world in which physics principles can be seen to operate.  Pupils can see how important principles apply in several areas and learn the relevance of the subject.  Studying physics is an ideal preparation for problem solving in the outside world: anything from modelling future stock market performance to linking the body's nervous system to artificial limbs.

The course consists of seven units :

Telecommunication

Using Electricity

Health & Physics

Electronics

Transport

Energy Matters

Space Physics
Grades will be given for Knowledge and Understanding, Problem Solving and Practical Abilities.  Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving are assessed externally by written examinations.  The assessment of 

Practical Abilities, comprising practical techniques and investigations, is carried out in the school.

This course is available at General and Credit Levels only.

Textbooks and written notes are provided in school.  In addition, the following are recommended:

· Standard Grade Physics Revision Notes (Leckie & Leckie)

· Standard Grade Physics Success Guide (Leckie & Leckie)

· Revision Notes for Standard Grade Physics (Chemcord)

· Past Papers General & Credit Physics (Bright Red)

INTERMEDIATE 1 & ACCESS 3 
This course is designed to allow the study of science to find out how it affects our everyday lives.
Both Intermediate 1 and Access 3 levels can be taught together.  Separate assessments, which are set by SQA, will be given throughout the course.  These include short written assessments as well as practical techniques.  Those pupils being presented for Intermediate 1 will sit an exam at the end of S4.

SOCIAL SUBJECTS
GEOGRAPHY

The Standard Grade course covers a wide range of issues in Physical and Human Geography through a series of three units using case studies from Scotland, Europe and the World.

· The Physical Environment involves studying the work of rivers, how ice shaped the land, the weather, natural regions and the effects of these environments on human activity.

· The Human Environment studies the contrasts in urbanisation throughout the world, changing faces of industry & landuse and issues of food production.

· International Issues studies themes such as population, trade and aid, development verses conservation and environmental issues (river & ocean pollution, desertification, disappearing rainforests).

A variety of resources are used including locally based Enquiry Skill exercises, fieldwork, simulations, debates, interviews, decision making exercises and audio visuals.

The External Exam paper at the end of the course will ask you questions on your Knowledge/Understanding (KU) and Enquiry Skills (ES).  A variety of question types will be included, most questions will be resource based (maps, tables, graphs, sketches, cartoons) and one OS map-based question.

HISTORY

The study of History gives pupils the opportunity to discover their heritage, to study people and their lives in the past and to realise how the past has helped to shape the present.  As in all social subjects, pupils are encouraged to develop enquiry skills through the use of evidence and to expand their knowledge and understanding.

Learning experiences include discussion, video, audio tapes, computer work, field trips and the use of sources in both individual and group work.

The course is made up of 3 units :-

Changing Life in Scotland and Britain 1830 - 1930

International Co-operation and Conflict 1890 – 1920

People and Power, Germany 1918 – 1939

Each of these is made up of a series of smaller units which encourages study of a wide range of historical issues such as the impact of the Clearances in Scotland, what it was like to live in the Trenches and why Hitler came to power and stayed in power in Germany for twelve years.

Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills permeate the course.  They are assessed through end of unit test which help prepare pupils for their externally assessed Standard Grade examination.

MODERN STUDIES 

Standard Grade Modern Studies is a subject about ISSUES which affect us as members of society today.

Pupils develop skills valuable for their own personal and social development and for citizenship in a modern democracy :-

The ability to recognise and evaluate bias, to process information and opinions by investigating current issues and to form valid judgements based on knowledge and understanding of society today.

Pupils learn about participation and representation through studying the role of government and Trade Unions.  The concepts of rights and responsibilities, inequality and need are explored through study of families, the elderly, women and the unemployed in Britain in the 1990’s.   The course covers several international topics:  co-operation and change in East/West relations and the growth of the European community, inequalities in American society and in the politics of Aid.

Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills are assessed through end of unit tests which help prepare pupils for their externally assessed Standard Grade examination.

Fieldwork in the community and visits from experts form an integral part of the Modern Studies Standard Grade course.

SOCIAL SUBJECTS
Access/Intermediate 1

The Course
This course will provide pupils with the opportunity to progress at their own pace whilst gaining a nationally recognised Higher Still qualification.  It also allows pupils to continue their studies in more than one social subject in S3 and S4.  It provides progression for pupils intending to pursue either an Intermediate 1/2 course in S5 or Further Education.

Content
At Access pupils will study History, and Modern Studies units, or Geography and Modern Studies units.
At Intermediate 1 level pupils will have the opportunity to study Modern Studies, History, or Geography depending on staff availability.

A variety of different teaching strategies will be used including fieldwork, newspapers, model-making, field trips and videos.

Pupils will gain skills in 1) DECIDING, 2) CONTRASTING and ORGANISING and 3) PRESENTING INFORMATION through the study of these units.

Assessment

Access:

All assessment is carried out internally

Intermediate 1:
Pupils sit end of unit internal assessments and a final external examination in S4.  [image: image3.png]
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