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THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  RETURN  TO  5th  YEAR  IS  OPEN  TO  ALL  4th YEAR  PUPILS

As Fifth Year pupils, you are at the beginning of a new and exciting phase in your education.  For most of you, the end of Fourth Year means the end of compulsory schooling.  Now you, yourself, have decided to remain at school for a further year, possibly two, and you must make the most of the opportunities which now lie ahead.  Fifth Year is the gateway to all forms of Higher Education and Further Education, to many kinds of training and directly to a considerable number of jobs. The information which follows is intended to help you make decisions about what to do in Fifth Year, and then to build on success the following year as Sixth Year.

WHAT  COURSES  ARE  ON  OFFER?

[image: image4.wmf]
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf]Many pupils who return to school for a fifth year take Highers.  The difference between Standard Grades or Intermediate Courses and Highers is significant.  Higher courses are very testing, even to the most able pupils.
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Departments are in a position to offer a range of courses in the senior school to meet individual needs and abilities and which provide progression.  In many cases this progression will be offered through Intermediate courses where a one year Higher Course would be inappropriate for the individual concerned.  It may therefore be appropriate to consider your course on a 2 year basis:-

ie S5 – Intermediate 2, S6 – Higher in a subject.

HOW  DO  I  KNOW  WHETHER  TO  CHOOSE  HIGHER  OR  INTERMEDIATE  COURSES?

	Standard Grade

Courses
	
	National Qualification 

Courses

	
	
	Higher

	Credit
	
	Intermediate 2

	General
	
	Intermediate 1

	Foundation
	
	Access


	Standard Grade 1/2

(Credit Level)

             or

Intermediate 2
	Although a ‘1’ at Standard Grade may be essential for access to Higher Level study, normal progression for pupils who have achieved Standard Grade (Credit) 1 or 2 or Intermediate Level 2 will be to proceed to Higher in S5.  Standard Grade Credit 1 or 2 in Knowledge and Understanding element is desirable (indeed essential in some subjects).  Liaise with PT Subject, as appropriate, for further information.

Please note that Statistical Analysis indicate that most pupils who take 5 Highers in one year perform better across their grades than those pupils who select 4 Highers.



	Standard Grade 3

(General Level)

            or

Intermediate 1


	Departmental experience and pupil aspirations are always taken into account before a decision is made, but experience shows that pupils with a 3 at Standard Grade or an Intermediate 1 will find it difficult to achieve a Higher in one year.  To cater for this situation many departments provide progression to Higher by means of certification through Intermediate courses in S5 and then to Higher in S6 eg English – S5 is spent on Intermediate 2 with the opportunity provided in S6 to sit the Higher Grade.



	Standard Grade 4

(General Level)

            or

Intermediate 1


	Progression in subjects for pupils achieving a 4 is provided by Intermediate 1 courses.  Students are very unlikely to succeed in the corresponding Higher after one year of study and are liable to find the Higher very demanding in S6 but could progress to Intermediate 2 in S6.



	Standard Grade 5/6

(Foundation Level)

            or

Access 3
	Progression in subject for pupils achieving 5/6 is provided by Intermediate 1 courses.




PUPILS  IN  FIFTH  YEAR  ARE ALLOWED  A  MUCH  GREATER  DEGREE  OF  SPECIALISATION  THAN  IN  FOURTH  YEAR  WHEN  NEGOTIATING  A  COURSE  OF  STUDY.  HOWEVER,  ALL  ARE  EXPECTED  TO  CONTINUE  TO  PROGRESS  WITH  ENGLISH,  PERSONAL  AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT  AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (TWO PERIODS),  WHILST  MAINTAINING  A  MEASURED  DEGREE  OF  BREADTH  AND BALANCE  IN  COURSE  CHOICE  AND  AT  THE  SAME  TIME ENSURING  THAT  CHOICE  IS  RELATED  TO  CAREER  AMBITIONS.

CHRISTMAS  LEAVERS

For some of you compulsory schooling does not end until Christmas 2011.  This does not mean that for pupils Fifth Year has nothing new to offer.  The school offers a wide range of units which may be completed by the time you leave – and for which you may gain certification.  These can provide valuable evidence to offer prospective employers in the future.  You should consult your Guidance Teacher for options that may be available, including a range of college links and work experience.  You should also consider the possibility of completing a full Fifth Year – staying on for an additional four months may enable you to gain important qualifications and experiences.

Skills Development Scotland
FROM  THE  SCHOOL  CAREERS  ADVISER
Choosing subjects for S5

Introduction

Most people give a great deal of thought at the end of Second Year as to which subjects to study at Standard Grade or Intermediate Levels in 3rd Year and 4th Year.

If you are staying on for 5th Year, it is equally important to give careful consideration as to subjects for 5th Year.  This choice of subjects for S5 is becoming increasingly important and it is essential to choose the most appropriate group of subjects for you.

Choosing the best course for you is a balancing act.  In deciding which subjects to take, the following five points should be taken into consideration:-

1 So far as is possible, try to do subjects which you enjoy and are good at - you will tend to work hard at these and, therefore,  have a greater chance of  doing well.

2 You need to select subjects needed for University/College courses (check subjects and grades required) or any careers you have in mind.

3 Try to do subjects which will also keep open a fairly wide range of courses or careers; this is especially so if you have no clear career plans.  Unless you are very sure about your future plans, it is something which most people should bear in mind.

4 Quality of Highers is more important than quantity.  For example, 3 good Highers are better than 4 not so good ones. Think therefore about the number of Highers you are likely to be able to cope with, and hopefully pass, with the best grades possible.

5 For some people, a mixture of Higher Grade courses and Intermediate courses will be appropriate.

Below are a few other considerations:-
Try to take subjects which would demonstrate to Universities/Colleges or employers a reasonable range and breadth of abilities, ie it may not be a good idea to take too many subjects of the same type - unless you are sure of your future career plans and even then it may not always be a good idea.

For a few University courses, eg Medicine, Veterinary Medicine and possibly Law, it is what you achieve in 5th Year (ie at the first sitting of your Highers) that is paramount - and in these cases would usually mean doing 5 Highers, some of which would be in specified subjects.

For most other courses it is acceptable to get your Highers over two sittings, ie from 5th Year and from 6th Year – note, though, that qualifications stated in many prospectuses and reference books often refer to qualifications gained at your first sitting (ie 5th Year) and those coming from 6th Year may be expected to offer slightly more qualifications.

When you look at your Standard Grade or Intermediate Grade subjects, you may decide from this group to do Highers in 5th Year in some of them, but leave perhaps one or two until 6th Year.  Give thought as to which ones could be better left until 6th Year - some might be more safely left than others.

Intermediate Level courses, whether at Level 1 or Level 2, can be very valuable as a stepping-stone in S5 between Standard Grade taken in S4 and a possible Higher in S6; or else they can form a valuable introduction to a subject not taken at Standard Grade but which has perhaps been identified as being of future importance regarding your career choice.

Remember to use the Careers Library at school to research careers and courses.

Conclusion

There are many factors which may influence your final subject choice for 5th Year (and 6th Year if you do it, too).  Your eventual choice of subjects will be made after carefully considering and balancing these factors.

Note
Anyone wishing to discuss their subject choice for 5th Year (or any other careers related area) with the Careers Adviser is very welcome to do so - just ask Mrs Kelly or Mrs McNally to arrange for you to contact the Careers Service.

Beverley Jardine
Careers Adviser

FIFTH/SIXTH  YEAR

GENERAL  INFORMATION
COURSE  CHOICE  -  INTERVIEWS  -  S5/6

In February/March you will be interviewed by a Guidance Teacher or a senior member of staff.  You should come to the interview prepared to discuss the reasons for choice of subjects.  Obviously some courses will only run if a sufficient number of pupils opt for them - you may, therefore, be asked to give a second choice of subject in certain cases.

COURSE  CHOICE  -  SELECTION   -  S5

Eventually you must choose a Higher, Intermediate or alternative course from every column.  Prior to completing the Course Choice Sheet you will be given the opportunity to express your preference of choices.  Unsupervised study is not permitted.  (There are NO free periods.  If a pupil, in exceptional circumstances, does have a non-contact period, then specific work must be completed during that time).  In addition, all S5 students have 1 period Social Education, 2 periods of Physical Education, 1 additional period of  English (H/Int 2), , 1 additional period of  Maths (H/Int 2) or if appropriate 1 period of private study (supervised)
COURSE  CHOICE  -  SELECTION  -  S6

Eventually you must choose an Advanced Higher/Higher, Intermediate or alternative course from at least 4 columns.  In choosing from the range of subjects available you should aim to be consolidating your academic achievements and giving yourself a realistic but challenging and progressive series of expectations for your time in S6.  Prior to completing the Course Choice Sheet you will be given the opportunity to express your preferred choices.  In general the maximum number of unsupervised private study periods is 5.

All pupils in S6 have 1 period Social Education, 2 periods of Service to the School /Personal and Social Development and 2 periods of Physical Education.

S6 pupils are expected to commit themselves to a “Service to the School” or community activity, eg School Year Book, Enterprise Group, Charities group etc and an agreed number of periods will be dedicated to the activity.

RETURNING  TO  S5/6  IS  VOLUNTARY  FOR  MOST  PUPILS.  THOSE  WHO  DO  MUST  REALISE  THAT  RETURN IS  ON  THE  BASIS  OF  A  SHARED  UNDERSTANDING.  TO  ENSURE  THIS,  ALL  PUPILS  AND  THEIR  PARENTS  WILL BE  ASKED TO  SIGN  A  AGREEMENT  ONCE  A  COURSE  HAS  BEEN  NEGOTIATED.  A  SENIOR  MEMBER  OF  STAFF  WILL SIGN ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  SCHOOL.

COURSE  CHOICE  -  PREPARATION  -  S5/6      
1 Higher Grade/Advanced Higher:  Consult Course Booklet
Ask your subject teachers for further details if you require them.  Think carefully about why you want to do particular subjects.  If you have decided on a career or course, make sure that you know the necessary subject requirements.  If you have not yet made up your mind where your future lies, remember to choose a broad range of subjects which will allow you to keep your options open.

2 Intermediate Courses:  Consult Booklet/Ask Staff    
3 Ask for Advice:  There are plenty of people willing to help you - your subject teachers, your Guidance Teacher or a member of the Senior Management Team.  The Careers Officer and Senior Staff are all experts in their own field and will be happy to answer questions or at least suggest where you might find the answers.  The facilities of the Careers Library are there for you to use.  Colleges and Universities are always ready to give advice to prospective students - contact the Admissions Office.

PROGRESSION  POST-SCHOOL
MODERN APPRENTICESHIPS AND SKILLSEEKERS


Modern apprenticeships and skillseekers are employer based, very often with day or block-release to College.  They present major routes in to a very wide range of career areas and should involve quality training and nationally recognised qualifications in addition to real experience in the workplace and earning money at the same time.

The Skillseekers approach to training  establishes training accounts for eligible young people from which they can purchase training, leading to an approved Vocational Qualification (VQ) at Level 2 or above in the career of their choice.

It recognises the important role of the school in preparing young people to make the best and most informed choices at 16+ by building on the existing profiling and guidance systems already in place in Perth & Kinross schools.

When the young person starts training, a personal training plan will be prepared and agreed between the young person and the employer or approved training company.  The training plan will take account of prior achievement and will normally reflect the aims set out in the young person’s career plan of action, prepared while still at school.

Young people will have a greater say in shaping their own future as not only will be they be involved in agreeing their training plan but they will also be responsible for confirming that the training received was satisfactory.

Further information is available from Guidance Staff or visit Careers Scotland website:

www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk
www.ceg.org.uk

WHICH WAY NOW IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET

E-mail:  info@skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk
Would you like to do a Higher National Certificate (HNC), a Higher National Diploma (HND) or a Degree Course?
Here is a suggested route and a CHECKLIST of what YOU need to do before you see the Guidance Staff about your choice of course.  It is your responsibility to do this research in the Careers Library before you have your interview.  If you are vague about the type of course you want to do or do not know the entry requirements you need, you would be well advised to start your research today.

Tick off each item as you progress through your career decision

· decide on the subject area(s) you want to study

· consult the Prospectuses in the Careers Library in the LRC and decide on the length and type of course you want to do

· check the grades you will need at ‘Higher’ to get into the course you want to do

Entry requirements printed in Prospectuses for HND and Degree Courses are the very minimum. The “going rate” for grades you will actually need to be accepted are often higher.

If you are interested in a University Course, consult the Entrance Guide to Higher Education in Scotland. Ref. www.scotland.gov.uk . This will give you an idea of the “going rate” for the courses that interest you.  It will also let you know if you need to take four or five Highers.  You may be expected to gain the entrance level the Guide mentions in your Fifth Year, not spread over Fifth and Sixth Years, especially for Medicine, Veterinary Medicine or Law.  For most other courses, however, it is acceptable to gain your Highers over 2 years though you will usually be expected to get slightly more qualifications than the S5 “going rate” often given in prospectuses or reference books such as the Herald Entrance Guide to Higher Education in Scotland.

Ask the LRC Co-ordinator for the Scottish Centrally Funded Colleges - Guide to Courses in Scotland for details of Degree and HND Courses.

THE  S5/S6  CURRICULUM
What is available for my son or daughter?

Nationally over 200 courses and awards are available for schools and colleges to choose, and what they choose will reflect the needs of their students and communities, as well as their own traditions and strengths.

How will I know what is on offer and best for my son or daughter?

Schools and colleges will provide details about what is on offer locally when students come to the time to choose, and offer help and advice about the best choices for individuals.  They will often suggest that students consider planning their courses over two sessions, balancing the whole study programme to suit the abilities and interests of each individual.  The students can still, of course, take the necessary assessments to gain the first stage of their qualifications after one year, and these will be recorded on their certificate.

Guidance databases for computers which are easy to use and which will hold up to date information about what is available and help students, their parents  and teachers to make good decisions.  Because all schools and colleges will be offering National courses and awards, students will be able to move confidently on to college, university or employment, based on their choices.

How is the curriculum designed in Fifth and Sixth Year?

– Each National Qualification is composed of units, which combine to form courses of study

Units

Most units are 40 hours long, though a few are 20 hours long, and others, usually at more advanced levels or in subjects where a smaller chunk will make learning more difficult, may be 80.  Each unit is assessed on a pass or fail basis.  Each unit describes three or four statements known as learning outcomes: what a student needs to know or do to pass the unit.

All units will continue to be assessed by teachers in schools.  Teachers will be able to use nationally developed or produced materials for this assessment to ensure standards across centres.  It is also possible for students to do units without following full courses.  When a student passes a unit the class teacher will confirm the pass and this will be recorded as part of a student’s overall qualifications.  There is always, therefore, a reward for finishing and doing well in classwork, and the chance to try also for a course award at the end.

Courses

Courses are made up of units, usually in a group of three.  All courses are the same length whatever the level.  Units of a course make up 120 of the hours, and there is additional time to allow students to practise what they have learned and bring together what they have been learning throughout the course, and to prepare for the external assessment.  Students must be assessed by their teacher in school for each unit they do.

Units which are part of courses will also be externally assessed (like Highers and Standard Grades) making the pattern of assessment the same for all courses.  The course assessment might be a project, product or performance which is assessed by the examiner outside the school or an examination just as exists at Higher now.

The certificate

Students will receive a certificate which shows their qualifications in group awards, courses and in core skills.  It will be updated each year automatically to show any new achievements.
CORE  SKILLS  (Within National Qualifications)
Why are core skills important?

Core skills help to develop the main capabilities people need to be full, active and responsible members of society.  National Qualifications will help students to know how to put core skills they learn in one subject they study into action in others and elsewhere.  Employers, colleges and universities give more and more weight to the importance of core skills.  Through the S5/S6 Curriculum, students will be able to develop core skills through a wide range of subjects in the curriculum, learn how to transfer them and to apply them in new situations.

Core skills are not new, and learning them does not begin in S5 and S6. They have been a recognised part of school and college learning for some time. 

What are core skills?

The core skills are:

· Communication

· Numeracy

· Problem Solving (made up of critical thinking, planning and organising, and reviewing and evaluating)

· Information Technology

· Working with Others

Core Skills, can be gained at different levels up to Higher.

How will core skills be taught?

Core skills will be incorporated into courses where these skills will be a normal part of teaching, learning and assessment.  They will be taught, therefore, by classroom teachers who are subject experts, and assessed and certificated within the subject.  It will also be possible, however, for schools to develop and assess core skills in other more flexible ways where they judge this to be more appropriate for their students.  For the majority of students their level of core skills will be recognised automatically as they complete courses.  There will be no need to sit additional external assessments for core skills.

Students will have gained some core skills from Standard Grade and these will be recorded as their starting point for National Qualifications, just like other qualifications.  This information will be useful to students as they discuss career choice and future plans with their guidance teachers or others.

Students will gain credit for achieving core skills at different levels and this will be recorded on their qualifications certificate alongside courses and units.

ASSESSMENT  IN  NATIONAL  QUALIFICATIONS

All subjects will be assessed within the same system.  Assessment has been designed to help all students achieve the highest standards they can.

Units will help students to work at a level and at a pace best suited to their abilities, as they progress through courses and group awards.  Students will know how they are doing through regular unit assessments and this should motivate them, encouraging them to work hard and succeed.  They will also gain confidence because the skills and knowledge they are building up and being assessed in through units are, in the main, those they will need for the external assessment of a course.

What are unit assessments?

Unit assessments will be set and marked by teachers.  Before starting a unit, teachers will make sure that students know what they have to learn and what they have to do to pass a unit.  This information is known as the outcomes of a unit and all outcomes are assessed.  Teachers will be able to draw on materials from the National Assessment Bank to assist them with this work and ensure that national standards are applied to all unit assessments.

Students and teachers can track how well an individual is progressing through the outcomes of units of a course.  A student will only be awarded the unit when he or she has passed all of the outcomes satisfactorily.  The passing of a unit will be recorded on a student’s full certificate.  Assessment will vary depending on the subject, just as it does now, but might include project work, performing, producing a report, making a product or an end-of-unit test.

An assessment such as a project might cover two or more outcomes.  Students can take assessments at different times, in many cases, when they are judged to be ready.  They can do extra work and be reassessed if necessary should they not succeed at first.  Units will be awarded on a pass or fail basis.

What are course assessments?

Students need to pass all their unit assessments if they wish to gain a course award.  They must also undertake an external assessment, where their work is assessed by examiners independently, outwith schools.  Course assessments will be set nationally by the Scottish Qualifications Authority, the body which is responsible for all assessment in Scotland.

Extra time is allowed within each course to let students prepare fully for external assessment, in addition to the time allowed to complete the units of a course.  The type of assessment used will vary with the type of subject but might range from a written examination paper to completion of project work or a practical performance.  Courses will be graded A, B or C passes.

To gain a group award, students will have to complete all unit and course assessments.

The summary certificate

Students will receive a summary certificate each year which records their achievement in group awards, courses and core skills as part of a fuller more detailed record of their qualifications.  This should simplify and streamline the system and make it easier for everyone to understand, including universities and employers.

THE UCAS TARIFF (please see Guidance staff for details)
The points score system for entry to HE 
WHAT IS THE UCAS TARIFF?

· It is a points score system to report achievement for entry to HE
· It gives numerical values to qualifications
· It establishes agreed equivalences between different types of qualifications

· It provides comparisons between applicants with different types of achievement
WHY DO WE NEED A TARRIF?

· There is a need for a Tariff capable of giving value to achievement in a range of qualifications in the new National Qualifications Frameworks in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, and Scotland.

	UCAS TARIFF 

	Single Units
	GCE and VCE

A level/AS
	
	Scottish Framework Qualifications

	Key

Skills (1)
	1-unit

award (2)
	GCE and VCE AS
	GCE and VCE 

A level
	VCE Double Award
	Score
	Advanced Higher
	Higher
	Int 2
	Standard Grade Credit
	Core Skills

(3)
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	D
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	A
	E
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	Higher

	
	B
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	Level 2
	D
	
	
	
	10
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	E
	
	
	
	7
	
	
	
	
	


WHERE CAN I OBTAIN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT QUALIFICATIONS?/ANY MORE QUESTIONS?

For further information, please consult the UCAS website (www.ucas.com)

HOW DOES THE POINTS SCORE SYSTEM WORK?
The following will help you to understand some of the principles on which the Tariff will work:

· Points scores can be aggregated from different qualifications, eg GCE A level/Advanced Subsidiary and VCE A level/Advanced Subsidiary

· There is no ceiling to the number of points which can be accumulated, thereby recognising the full breadth and depth of students’ achievements

· There will be no double counting – students cannot count the same or similar qualifications twice

· Advanced Subsidiary scores will be subsumed into A level scores in the same subject

· Scottish Higher scores will be subsumed into Advanced Higher scores in the same subject

· Scottish core skills scores at Intermediate 2 will be subsumed into the scores for Higher core skills

· Key skills achievement at a lower level (level 1 or 2) will be subsumed into the highest level of achievement in that skill, eg level 2, 3 or 4 according to the circumstances

· Points scores for key skills achievement will normally be reported separately, although individual HEIs may wish to accept a key skills points score in part fulfilment of points score offers

· Following detailed investigation, it has been agreed that all certificated key skills achievement in Application of Number.  Communication and Information Technology, whether achieved through proxy qualifications or not, will attract the points scores indicated on the chart and proxies will not be regarded as double counting

WHAT OTHER QUALIFICATIONS WILL BE INCLUDED SOON?

The Tariff will be developed in due course to include other qualifications and entry routes

· Work has started on incorporating CACHE qualifications, Level 3 Diploma in Foundation Studies (Art and Design), and the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music – Grades 6-8 into the new Tariff

· Work will start on the inclusion of BTEC National qualifications once they have been accredited within the National Qualifications Framework

· Further qualifications are likely to be included in the Tariff in due course, eg the International Baccalaureate, the Irish Leaving Certificate and the wider key skills

HOW WILL HE USE THE TARIFF?

· The Tariff is offered by UCAS as a facility to assist HE in expressing entrance requirements and making conditional offers
· It is not obligatory for HEIs to use the Tariff, although they are encouraged to do so
· HEIs policies over the use of the Tariff are still emerging.  At this stage it seems likely that a significant number of institutions will use the new Tariff; however, its usage may vary from department to department within an institution, and may in some cases be dependent on the programme being offered by the individual applicant
· Entry requirements and conditional offers expressed as points scores will often be qualified to require a minimum level of depth, for example, two A level passes and/or achievement in a specified subject eg 100 points or grade B in Mathematics A level, or to exclude any qualifications which cannot be counted in fulfilment of the requirement
WHERE CAN I OBTAIN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT QUALIFICATIONS?/ANY MORE QUESTIONS?

For further information, please consult the UCAS website (www.ucas.com) 
UCAS




Scottish Highers

	Scottish Highers

	Summary
	The purpose of the Higher is to provide certification for a broad general education. The Higher is the 'gold standard' of Scottish education, and the main route to higher education since 1888. Prospective university candidates would be expected to take between three and five Highers in their fifth year of secondary schooling (S5). This would provide these candidates with entry to Scottish university courses, which take three years for an ordinary degree, and four years for an honours degree. The current Higher and Advanced Higher courses were introduced in 1999 as part of the Higher Still reforms, replacing the Higher Grade and Certificate of Sixth Year Studies (CSYS). The Higher Still reforms provided a unified system of national qualifications (including units, courses and Group awards) embracing general and vocational subjects. If a student achieves an Advanced Higher, Tariff points from Highers in that subject are not counted. Higher scores only count when a student does not complete an Advanced Higher in that subject.

	Tariff entry
	The qualifications were first allocated UCAS Tariff points in 2001. UCAS Tariff points were reviewed in April 2008 with revised points coming into effect for entry to higher education from 2010 onwards. A further review is planned for 2010/11. 
 

	UCAS Tariff points
(to 2010)
	A
B
C
D
	72
60
48
42
	UCAS Tariff points 
(from 2010)
	A
B
C
D
	80
65
50
36

	Learning hours
	240 
24 Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) points.

	Awarding organisation
	SQA
www.sqa.org.uk


 
Scottish Advanced Highers
	Scottish Advanced Highers

	Summary
	Advanced Highers are taken in the sixth year of secondary schooling (S6). The purpose of the Advanced Higher is to offer the opportunity for in-depth study, specialisation and to develop independent learning. Advanced Highers can offer subject exemptions, or direct entry into the second year of a Scottish 4 year degree programme. In S6, good candidates might take two or three Advanced Highers or additional Highers. The current Higher and Advanced Higher courses were introduced in 1999 as part of the Higher Still reforms, replacing the Higher Grade and Certificate of Sixth Year Studies (CSYS). The Higher Still reforms provided a unified system of national qualifications (including units, courses and Group awards) embracing general and vocational subjects. If a student achieves an Advanced Higher, Tariff points from Highers in that subject are not counted. Higher scores only count when a student does not complete an Advanced Higher in that subject.

	Tariff entry
	The qualifications were first allocated UCAS Tariff points in 2001. UCAS Tariff points were reviewed in April 2008 with revised points coming into effect for entry to higher education from 2010 onwards. A further review is planned for 2010/11.  

	Learning hours
	320 
32 Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) points.

	UCAS Tariff points
(to 2010)
	A
B
C
D
	120
100
80
72
	UCAS Tariff points
(from 2010)
	A
B
C
D
	130
110
90
72

	Awarding organisation
	SQA
www.sqa.org.uk


 
ART and DESIGN

Higher and Intermediate 2
Art and Design at Higher level is very demanding and it is important that pupils select the course that reflects their ability and skill levels. The grades achieved in Standard Grade should act as a guide. It should be noted that independent study is a vital element and that extra work undertaken in Study Support classes will also help pupils. The most important factor is the level of commitment pupils bring to each area of the course they choose.

Intermediate 2
This course is appropriate for pupils who have achieved General level in Standard Grade and would like to try some aspects of the Higher but without meeting the same demands in both practical and critical areas. This course also provides S5 pupils with the opportunity to progress to Higher in S6.

Higher
This course is appropriate for pupils who have achieved Credit level at Standard Grade and would like to work at an advanced level of study. 

Higher and Intermediate 2 pupils must complete the following units:

Expressive

Three A2 sheets, incorporating Investigation and Development stages,  

usually related to the themes of Portraiture, Still Life and Landscape.

Design
Three A2 sheets, incorporating Investigation and Development stages related to aspects of both 2D and 3D design.

Art and Design
This element of the course relates directly to the themes of both the

Studies
Expressive and Design units that pupils have chosen to study. Pupils are required to produce both visual and written material in each area. Additionally, at Higher level, they are required to produce a 400 word (minimum) summary in both Expressive and Design areas.


A 300 word (minimum) summary is required at Intermediate 2.

Art and Design             At Higher level, the duration of the Art and Design Studies Exam is 1½ hours
Studies Exam               At Intermediate 2, the duration of the Art and Design Studies Exam is 1 hour.

Assessment                   The exam will be assessed externally.

CORE  SKILLS

Higher and Intermediate 2
After successfully completing the above course you will have gained Core Skills in the following areas:-

PROBLEM  SOLVING
Critical Thinking

Planning and Organisation

Reviewing and Evaluating

WORKING  WITH  OTHERS

Working with Others: Assignment

Additional information, including useful homework links, can be found on the Art and Design Department web site: http://www.tcsoa.com/art/   
Intermediate 1

This course is offered in S5/6 for candidates who cannot meet the entrance criteria for Intermediate 2 of Higher, but who wish to continue to specialise in Art & Design.  The candidate’s grade at Standard Grade, or performance at Access 3, should act as a guide.

Intermediate 1 pupils must complete the following units in order to achieve the Course award.

Expressive
Three A2 sheets, comprising of an Investigation, Development and Final Piece. Pupil are asked to work on a personal theme, usually in either Landscape, Portraiture or Still-life.

Design
Three A2 sheets, comprising of an Investigation. Development and Final Outcome.  Pupils may work in 2D or 3D design areas such as Graphic Design or Textiles.  Again, a personal theme is chosen and developed.
Art & Design
Two A2 sheets (or equivalent) of notes and comments on the life and work of two artists

Studies
or designers

There is no external examination for this course, although the Design and Expressive unites ARE marked externally by the SQA.  The Art & Design Studies unit is marked internally and moderated by the SQA.
ART and DESIGN

Advanced Higher

Advanced Higher Art and Design is recommended for pupils who achieve Band 3 or above at Higher (a high B pass).

Pupils achieving below this requirement will not be considered for the AH course.

Pupils must choose two areas of Art and Design from which to undertake the required two units of study. 

Pupils may select combinations of two from three, but we recommend they choose one practical and one written unit.

Pupils are also required to decide which of the two units will be the main focus of their study, as this will receive the greater marking weight of 60%. 

The second unit will account for 30% and a further 10% is dedicated to the Statement of Intent.

Listed below, are the possible course combinations.

Design 

Option 1: Art and Design: Design Enquiry with Expressive Activity

Course assessment for this option will be a folio in which the candidate edits, selects and presents work produced throughout the Units, together with a final outcome for the Expressive Activity. The work in the folio may be of any size of paper, material or mounting board up to a maximum of A1 size or three-dimensional equivalent. The folio will be accompanied by a Statement of Intent. SQA will provide a template to complete for this.

The Design Enquiry will consist of:

· work which includes research, investigation and development .

· a solution(s) which solves the problem or need set out in the brief.

The Expressive Activity will consist of:

· work which includes research, investigation and development of the theme.

· finished two and/or three-dimensional artwork.

The requirements for the folio are as follows:

· Design Enquiry - a minimum of 10 sheets and a maximum of 18 (the sheets can be up to A1 size or three-dimensional equivalent)

· Expressive Activity - a maximum of 6 sheets (up to A1 size or three-dimensional equivalent).

NB An over-arching theme linking the Design and Expressive Units is not mandatory, although this

is permitted.

Option 2: Art and Design: Design Enquiry with Design Study

Course assessment for this option will be a folio in which the candidate edits, selects and presents work produced throughout the Design Enquiry Unit, together with the Design Study report. The work in the folio may be of any size of paper, material or mounting board up to a maximum of A1 size or three-dimensional equivalent. The folio will be accompanied by a Statement of Intent. SQA will provide a template to complete for this.

The Design Enquiry will consist of:

· work which includes research and development

· a solution which solves the problem or need set out in the brief.

The Design Enquiry part of the folio will contain a minimum of 10 sheets and a maximum of 18 (the sheets can be up to A1 size or three-dimensional equivalent).

The Design Study report will be 1500 –2000 words and will arise directly from the research and investigation carried out by the candidate. The report should establish personal judgments and critical analysis of designers’ work and explain the influence on the candidate’s own practical work and area of study.

It should be presented in a coherent extended report either on individual sheets or in any suitable workbook or file format. The study may include illustrations or sketches.

The use of technology and the inclusion of contemporary issues are a mandatory aspect of the Course and should be evident within the work for Course assessment.

Expressive 

Option 1: Art and Design: Expressive Enquiry with Design Activity

Course assessment for this option will be a folio in which the candidate edits, selects and presents work produced throughout the Units, together with a solution for the Design Activity. The work in the folio may be of any size of paper, material or mounting board up to a maximum of A1 size or three dimensional equivalent. The folio will be accompanied by a Statement of Intent. SQA will provide a template to complete for this.

The Expressive Enquiry will consist of:

· work which includes research, investigation and development of the theme .

· finished two and/or three-dimensional artwork.

The Design Activity will consist of:

· work which includes research, investigation and development .

· a solution(s) which solves the problem or need set out in the brief.

The requirements for the folio are as follows:

· Expressive Enquiry - a minimum of 10 sheets and a maximum of 18 (the sheets can be up to A1 size or three-dimensional equivalent)

· Design Activity- a maximum of 6 sheets (up to A1 size or three-dimensional equivalent).

NB An over-arching theme linking the Expressive and Design Units is not mandatory although this is permitted.

Option 2: Art and Design: Expressive Enquiry with Visual Arts Study

Course assessment for this option will be a folio in which the candidate edits, selects and presents work produced throughout the Expressive Enquiry Unit, together with the Visual Arts Study report.

The work in the folio may be of any size of paper, material or mounting board up to a maximum of A1 size or three-dimensional equivalent. The folio will be accompanied by a Statement of Intent.

SQA will provide a template to complete for this.

The Expressive Enquiry will consist of:

· work which includes research, investigation and development of the theme

· finished two and/or three-dimensional artwork.

The Expressive Enquiry part of the folio will contain a minimum of 10 sheets and a maximum of 18 (the sheets can be up to A1 size or three-dimensional equivalent).

The Visual Arts Study report will be 1500 – 2000 words and will arise directly from the research and investigation carried out by the candidate. The report should establish personal judgements and critical analysis of artists’ work and explain the influence on the candidate’s own practical work and theme.

It should be presented in a coherent extended report either on individual sheets or in any suitable workbook or file format. The study may include illustrations or sketches.

The use of technology and the inclusion of contemporary issues are a mandatory aspect of the Course and should be evident within the work for Course assessment.
ART and DESIGN

Portfolio 
This class is for the specific purpose of preparing a portfolio of work to gain a place at Art College or a course at a College of Further Education.  Art Colleges require a minimum of four good passes at Higher level (English and Art and Design must be two of the four) and a portfolio of work which demonstrates the individual’s ability and potential.  Further Education Colleges generally have lower entry requirements, but a good folio of work is still mandatory.

This course requires a very high level of ability, commitment and self motivation. Only in exceptional circumstances will pupils with lower than an “A” pass in Art and Design be granted access to this class.

The aim of the course is to develop a personal direction in the pupil’s work which will, generally speaking, be traditional drawing and painting but may also include photography, textiles, 3D work, printmaking, video and computer graphics and animation, depending on the areas investigated by each individual.

Pupils will be issued with a negotiated schedule of work, including deadlines that must be adhered to.  Time is very short, and a great deal of work needs to be completed.  Adhering closely to “hand in dates” is a pre-requisite for remaining on the course.

MEDIA STUDIES

Higher and Intermediate 2
These courses give pupils the opportunity to study a wide range of Media aspects, both in terms of analysis and practice.  The focus of the course concentrates on the themes of Film and Film-making, but also explores areas related to Advertising and/or Print Media.

It is desirable that pupils should have achieved a Credit pass in English at Standard Grade in order to meet the demands of the course at Higher level.  We would recommend the Intermediate 2 course to pupils who are confident in their use of language, achieving general/credit in Standard Grade English.  These are demanding courses at either level. As there is no progression from S3/S4, they are ‘crash’ courses.  Pupils who are genuinely interested in this field will find either course very rewarding.

For Intermediate 2 and Higher, pupils must complete the following course work:

Analysis Unit
Pupils will analyse a fictional Text, in this case probably a Film, applying the 6 Key Aspects of Media Studies. They will explore areas such as Narrative, Representation and Genre as well as related aspects of Advertising.

Assessment
Pupils will complete a written analysis at the conclusion of the unit which will then be internally assessed.

Analysis Unit
Pupils will analyse a non-fiction Text, possibly a documentary film, applying the 6 Key Aspects of Media Studies. They will again explore areas such as Narrative, Representation and Genre. Additionally, pupils will study aspects of Print media, including newspapers and consumer magazines.

Assessment
Pupils will complete a written analysis at the conclusion of the unit which will then be internally assessed.

Production Unit
This element of the course allows pupils to study the practical aspects of Media Studies, such as Film-making and put into practice the production skills they acquire. 

At all levels, working in teams, pupils will create a production, fulfilling the requirements of a brief which will be set at the start of the unit. 

Assessment
Pupils will be internally assessed, not through the video texts they produce, but by the quality of the individual Production Log they will be required to keep. They will also complete a written evaluation of the Production Process which will be internally assessed.

Internally Set Exam
At all levels, the Internally Set Exam is to be completed in class time. The exam will take the form of an unseen text analysis, set by the class teacher and completed under controlled conditions. 

Assessment
This analysis will be externally assessed.

External Exam 
The exam is divided into 2 sections: Media Analysis and Media Production.


Candidates will answer one question from each section.


The duration of the exam for different levels is as follows:-


Higher – 2 hours


Intermediate 2 – 2 hours

Assessment
The exam will be externally assessed.

Any pupil wishing to pursue a career or course in Higher Education relating to Film, Television, the Press or Advertising would be well advised to consider Media Studies as a course option.

CORE  SKILLS

Higher and Intermediate 2
After successfully completing the above course you will have gained Core Skills in the following areas:-

PROBLEM  SOLVING
Critical Thinking

Planning and Organisation

Reviewing and Evaluating

WORKING  WITH  OTHERS

Working with Others


Administration
Administration is crucial to the effective and efficient delivery of business and organisational objectives. Information and communications technology is now an essential tool for all who work in modern business environments.

	
	Higher


	Intermediate 2
	Intermediate 1

	Entry 

Requirements
	Credit award in 

S Grade Administration  or Computing at Credit Level
(or B or above at Int 2 or Higher  at   Information System and Computing)


	General grade 3 in 

S Grade Administration or Computing at General Level 
(or C or above at Int 1 Administration , Computing or Information System)
	None

	Units
	Administrative Services

Information Technology

for Management


	Administrative Services

Information Technology for Administrators

Presenting  and Communicating Information
	Administrative Services 

Information Technology for Administrators

Presenting  and Communicating Information



	Assessment
	Theory questions for some outcomes and a practical ICT assessment


	Theory questions for the 1st unit, practical ICT tasks for the other 2 units


	Variety of IT based tasks and theory questions throughout course

	
	Final exam:

practical ICT exam and theory paper (case study and essays)


	Final exam:

practical ICT exam and theory paper
	Final exam:

practical ICT exam and theory paper

	Core Skills
	INFO TECHNOLOGY

PROBLEM SOLVING

COMMUNICATION (Oral)


	INFO TECHNOLOGY

PROBLEM SOLVING

COMMUNICATION (Oral)
	INFO TECHNOLOGY

PROBLEM SOLVING

COMMUNICATION (Oral)


Administration courses were reviewed and updated for implementation in 2005/6.  They provide pupils with excellent skills and knowledge for the modern workplace.  In these courses,  a range of advanced ICT skills will be taught using a variety of integrated software; word processor, database, spreadsheet, presentation software (PowerPoint), electronic mail, electronic diary, the Internet.  Pupils cover areas of administrative services such as travel arrangements, organisation of meetings, customer service, e-commerce, recruitment, professional development and health and safety laws.  At Advanced Higher, pupils will integrate knowledge and skills and will evaluate hardware and software.

Administration is part of almost all areas of working life today.  It is a subject studied in many further and higher education courses such as:  Business Administration, Business Studies, Information and Library Studies, Administration and Information Management, Business and Languages.  Careers which Administration could lead to: Administrative posts eg Personal Assistant, Information Technology positions, Personnel Training, Journalism, Management.

Business Management
Business and enterprise are at the heart of national growth and development and this is reflected in the important role that business education plays in the curriculum.  
	
	Advanced Higher
	Higher


	INT 1/2 



	Entry requirements
	B or above at Higher Business Management
	Credit award in S Grade Business Management or English

(or C or above at Int 2 Business Management)


	General Award in S Grade Business Management or English



	Units
	Managing Organisations

Researching a Business
	Business Enterprise

Business Decision Areas


	Business Enterprise

Business Decision Areas



	Assessment
	Theory assessments

Investigation
	3 unit assessments – theory questions based on case studies


	3 unit assessments – theory questions based on case studies



	
	Final exam:

case study plus theory questions
	Final exam:

case study

plus 2 essays from 5


	Final exam:

case study

plus 2 essays from 5



	Core Skills
	PROBLEM SOLVING
	PROBLEM SOLVING


	PROBLEM SOLVING




Pupils will develop a knowledge and understanding of the role and operation of business and will apply this knowledge to case studies where they will have to identify problems faced by businesses and devise solutions. The role of information technology in business is studied, and pupils are given opportunities to use ICT in a business context. Pupils develop skills in decision-making in relation to areas such as marketing, finance and human resources.  At Advanced Higher pupils’ independent study and research skills are developed through the production of a business investigation.

Business courses in further and higher education have never been more popular.  All careers require individuals who can contribute effectively to their organisation as well as cope with today’s changing employment market.

 Financial Services
Candidates will explore the variety and range of employers and career opportunities which exist within the financial services sector.  Candidates will become familiar with key words and terms used in the sector, and will develop an awareness of the impact of the sector on modern society.  Personal development of employability skills will be the main focus across the Course with each Unit aiming to enhance such skills.  The development of personal financial responsibility is also given high profile.  Candidates will be required to develop an awareness of the impact of key legislation on the sector although detailed technical knowledge will not be covered in this Course

	
	Intermediate 2

	Entry requirements
	General award in S Grade Business Management, or Maths and English
(or C or above at Int 1 Business Management, or Maths and English



	Units
	Introduction 
Personal Finance Awareness

Building Positive Relationships with customers and colleagues

Employability Skills



	Assessment
	4 unit assessments:
Introduction

Personal Finance Awareness

Building Positive Relationships with customers and colleagues

Employability Skills



	Careers
	Banking, Financial Sector, Accountancy, Public Administration, Civil Service, Self-employment.




COMPUTING DEPARTMENT

Computing
This course is intended to stimulate interest and enjoyment in the use of computers.  It is a challenging course which provides an ideal opportunity for those pupils who are interested in developing their analytical and problem-solving skills.

	Course Level


	Higher
	Advanced Higher

	Preferred Entry

Requirements
	Standard Grade Computer Studies – 

Credit Level


	Higher Computing

	Mandatory Units
	· Software Development

· Computer Systems


	· Software Development

· Developing a software solution

	Optional Units
	Choose one from:

· Programming

· Artificial Intelligence

· Computer Networking

· Multimedia Technology


	Choose from:

· Computer Architecture

· Artificial Intelligence

· Networking

	Assessments
	· Written assessments

· Practical assessments

· Practical Project

· Final written examination


	· Written assessments

· Project

	Progression
	Advanced Higher Computing


	University – 

· Computer Science

· Software Engineering

· Computer Games Technology




Satisfactory completion of this course leads to certification in the core skill, Using Information Technology at Higher level.

COMPUTING DEPARTMENT

Information Systems
Information Systems provides an ideal course for those pupils who are interested in acquiring skills in contemporary areas of computing.  Pupils will have ample opportunity to explore a wide range of applications software, from Internet, Multimedia Authoring and Presentation Packages to Relational Databases and Desk Top Publishing.

	Course Name


	Website Design Fundamentals Group Award at SCQF Level 5
	Higher

	Preferred Entry

Requirements
	· S Grade Computing Studies – General or
· S Grade Business Management – General or
· S Grade Administration – General or
· S Grade Art & Design Credit or

· S Grade Graphical Communication General
	· Intermediate 2 Information Systems

· S Grade Computing Studies – Credit

· S Grade Business Management – Credit

· S Grade Administration - Credit

· S Grade English – General/Credit



	Mandatory Units
	· Computing: web design fundamentals
· Computing: web design and development

· Computing: interactive multimedia for website development
	· Relational Database Systems

· Using Information



	Optional Units
	· 
	· Applied Multimedia

· Expert Systems

· The Internet

	Assessments
	· Written assessments

· Practical assessments

· Practical projects

	· Written assessments

· Practical assessments

· Final written examination

· Practical Project

	Progression
	· NC in Digital Media Computing

· Employment at junior level in web design industry

· HNC/HND/Degree level courses in multimedia, web design and related disciplines.
	· IT based university degrees especially Web Design , Systems Engineering, Information Systems and many more

· Careers in any sector which involves using IT




Satisfactory completion of these courses leads to certification in the core skill, Using Information Technology at both Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2.
Department

of

Craft, Design and Technology


Technological Studies

Technology is an integral part of tomorrow’s stable society and economy.  The engineering and construction industries form approximately 24% of Britain’s workforce.  Britain is experiencing a national shortage of qualified workers which is having a positive effect on the salaries and working conditions of its workforce.

	
	Advanced Higher
	Higher


	Intermediate 2

	Entry 

Requirements
	B or above at Higher Technological Studies or Higher Physics & Maths
	Credit award in 

Standard Grade Technological Studies or Physics and Maths or Intermediate 2 Technological Studies
	General award in 

Standard Grade Technological Studies or Physics and Maths.

	Units
	Applied Electronics (40hrs)

Systems & Control (40hrs)

Structures & Materials (20hrs)

Project Inquiry (20hrs)
	Applied Electronics (40hrs)

Systems & Control (40hrs)

Structures & Materials (20hrs)

Case Study (20hrs)


	Applied Electronics (40hrs)

Systems & Control (20hrs)

Mechanical Systems (40hrs)

Energy (20hrs)

	Assessment (Internal)
	Unit Assessment (written and practical activities)

2500 word report
	Unit Assessment (written and practical activities)

1500 word report 
	Unit Assessment (written and practical activities)



	Assessment (External)
	Final exam – Duration 3 hours:

Section A – 7 topic specific questions 

and 

Section B – 2 from 3 integrated questions
	Final exam – Duration 3 hours:

Section A – 8 topic specific questions 

and 

Section B – 2 from 3 integrated questions 
	Final exam – Duration 2½ hours

Section A – 8 topic specific questions 

and 

Section B – 2 from 3 integrated questions

	Core Skills
	PROBLEM SOLVING

NUMERACY

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
	PROBLEM SOLVING

NUMERACY

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
	PROBLEM SOLVING

NUMERACY

IT


The Technological Studies course is intended to introduce pupils to advances in ‘technology in society’.  It looks in a practical way at applications of technology at work, home and leisure.  The course aims to raise the level of pupil interest so that some will consider a career in the engineering or construction industry via a further or higher education diploma/degree.

Technological Studies requires pupils to research and investigate practical solutions to problems by studying what things do rather than how they work.  Pupils are encouraged to tackle tasks in a logical manner, and to develop their ability to innovate and demonstrate ingenuity.

The course is based on practical activities involving programming microcontrollers for interactive and electrical devices, calculating safe structures such as bridges and buildings and investigating electronic circuits.

Technological Studies is part of almost all areas of working life today.  It is a subject studied in many further and higher education courses such as:  Civil Engineering, Product Design, Mechanical Engineering, Aeronautical Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Product Design.
Careers which Technological Studies could lead to: Trades such as, Electrician, Plumber, Mechanic, Draughtsperson, Heating / Mechanical / Structural Engineer, Architectural Technician, Civil-Engineer trainee, etc. 

Graphic Communication

Communication in all its forms is vital to society and the means of passing on information graphically is an important and relevant skill.  Communication through graphics, in whatever medium, permeates all spheres of life, including education, industry and commerce.  In increasingly global markets, graphic communication is a chosen medium in aspects of life from consumer to education, industry and commerce.  The development of skills in the production, interpretation and analysis of graphics in a range of contexts is of broad educational value.

	
	Advanced Higher


	Higher


	Intermediate 2

	Entry 

Requirements
	B or above at Higher Graphic Communication
	Credit award in 

Standard Grade Graphic Communication or Intermediate 2 Graphic Communication
	General award in 

Standard Grade Graphic Communication or Art & Design

	Units
	Manual and CAD drawings (20hrs)

CAD Surface Modelling (20hrs)

CAD Solid Modelling (40hrs)

CAD Graphic Presentation (20hrs)
	Technical Graphics 1 (40hrs)

Technical Graphics 2 (40hrs)

Computer Graphics (40hrs)


	Pictorial Drawing (40hrs)

Orthographic Drawing (40hrs)

Computer Graphics (40hrs)



	Assessment (Internal)
	Unit Assessment (written theory and drawings)

Thematic Presentation Folio
	Unit Assessment (written and practical activities)

1500 word report 
	Unit Assessment (written and practical activities)



	Assessment (External)
	Final exam – Duration 2½  hours:


	Final exam – Duration 2½  hours:

Section A – written theory

and 

Section B – 5 drawings
	Final exam – Duration 2½  hours:

Section A – written theory

and 

Section B – 5 drawings

	Core Skills
	PROBLEM SOLVING

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

WORKING WITH OTHERS
	PROBLEM SOLVING

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
	PROBLEM SOLVING

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY


The structure of the course reflects the use of graphics in business and industry, both in content and methodology, while embracing the changes brought by the continuing advances in technology.  Manual and computer skills and their effective application will be developed through preliminary, production and promotional graphics.

Emphasis will be placed on the graphics incorporated in the product design process from concept through to marketing.  The use of the computer as a learning and teaching aid will permeate all aspects of the course and opportunities will exist to develop expertise in computer applications.

Graphic Communication is part of almost all areas of working life today.  It is a subject studied in many further and higher education courses and careers such as:  Graphic Design, Interior Design, Architecture, Product Design, Draughting, Computer Aided Graphics (CAG), Computer Aided Drawing (CAD), Animation, Modelling, Advertising, Marketing, Games Design, Software Design, Media Editing (Photo’s, Movies, etc)..
Practical/Engineering Craft Skills

	
	Practical Craft Skills

Intermediate 2 / Intermediate 1


	Engineering Craft Skills

Intermediate 2 / Intermediate 1



	Entry 

Requirements
	No previous experience required
	No previous experience required

	Units
	Benchskills1 – Flat frame construction (40hrs)

Benchskills1 – Carcase construction (40hrs)

Machining and Finishing (40hrs)


	Bench Skills: Metal (40hrs)

Fabrication & Welding (40hrs)

Machine Process: Metal (40hrs)



	Assessment (Internal)
	Unit Assessment (short written test and practical activities)


	Unit Assessment (short written test and practical activities)



	Assessment (External)
	Final project 
	Final project


The Practical and Engineering Craft Skills courses is intended to introduce pupils to practical skills knowledge associated with working with wood and metal.  These skills are learned through a series of projects carried out by the candidate which are teacher led.  Students will be taken from a beginner to a competent level of knowledge and understanding that reflects that taught in the trade industries.   The course aims to raise the level of pupil interest so that some will consider a career in cabinet making, joinery, fabrication, fitter, turner, welding, etc.

The Practical and Engineering Craft Skills course may also be of interest to students considering a career in some form of design related work as they will experience the skills required in the manufacture of products.

Product Design

‘Design is intelligence made visible.’
Manufacturing industry remains the cornerstone of the Scottish economy. Any decline poses a threat to the health, sustainability and diversity of the country and therefore to its infrastructure and the prosperity of its citizens… because of its diverse, dynamic nature, manufacturing needs people with equally diverse and adaptable skills.
	
	Higher
	Intermediate 2

	Entry 
Requirements
	Credit award in Standard Grade 
Graphic Communication or 
Art and Design or Craft and Design 

(Entry can be negotiated individually)
	General award in Standard Grade 
Graphic Communication or 
Art and Design or Craft and Design

(Entry can be negotiated individually)

	Units
	Design Analysis (40 Hours)

Developing Design Proposals (40 Hours)

Manufacturing Products (40 Hours)
	Design Analysis (40 Hours)

Developing Design Proposals (40 Hours)

Manufacturing Products (40 Hours)

	Assessment 
(Internal)
	Unit Assessment (Modelling and Graphic skills) 

	Unit Assessment (Modelling and Graphic skills) 


	
	
	

	Assessment 
(External)
	Final Exam - Duration 2 Hours

Design Assignment
	Final Exam - Duration 1.5 Hours

Design Assignment

	
	
	

	Core Skills
	Critical Thinking
Information Technology
	Critical Thinking
Information Technology


This Course will help develop creative, flexible learners who are able to work autonomously, to achieve good quality, feasible proposals or outcomes through active experiences of product design. At its heart is creativity. The Course develops the ability to apply skills and knowledge in different situations — attributes which are becoming more and more valuable to individuals and organisations. 

The Course offers candidates opportunities to explore the impact of design and technological activities in everyday life.. Candidates will consider the complete life of a product, from its initial conception, through manufacture and marketing, to its impact on society. They will also research and learn about innovative, contemporary designers

Candidates are encouraged to adopt a broad view of the process of design and manufacture, take responsibility for their own actions and decisions, devise plans and procedures, develop and organise ideas and solve problems, make effective use of new and existing knowledge and justify their design decisions. 

Candidates undertaking this Course will be in a strong position to pursue further study in all areas of design and manufacturing. 
DRAMA
Higher

The Course

Higher Drama is a very enjoyable and demanding course. Students should ensure that:

· they are genuinely able to meet the challenge (see “Recommended Entry” below) 

· they can cope well with the significant independent study and research required

· they have an excellent attendance history 

· they have evidence of commitment to group work 

· they are able and willing to perform

Recommended Entry

Whilst entry is at the discretion of the Drama Department, students should normally be expected  to have attained an award in Drama at Intermediate 2 or Standard Grade credit level 1. 

Although it is possible to study Higher Drama without having studied at Intermediate 2 or Standard Grade levels, it is strongly recommended that only students who have some experience of Drama outside of school (perhaps having been a member of a youth theatre) undertake this course of action.  It is also strongly recommended that students have at least Intermediate 2 English or Standard Grade English at credit level. An aptitude for acting is essential as it is comprises 40% of the overall grade.  

Aims of the Course:

· Investigate relationships, issues and topics

· Gain knowledge and understanding of aspects of theatre

· Develop acting, directing skills 

· Develop key teamwork  skills

· Experience theatrical performance

· Develop analytical and essay writing skills

· Develop self confidence  and ability in effective use of verbal and written communication 

At Higher, you will complete three units:

· Investigative Drama – as a group use drama skills to investigate a theme, issue or topic and devise a presentation for an audience. Each student will be responsible for the direction and organisation of a section of the presentation and each student must perform . This is internally assessed with an external moderation.

· Study of a Text in its Theatrical Context - involves a practical study through group and individual work of a set text from the perspective of actor and director. Your essays will show a thorough understanding of the theatrical context and structure of the play, the themes, issues and characters and how you would communicate these to an audience through production and performance concepts.  You will also act in a scene from the studied play for an external examiner. 

· Contemporary Scottish Theatre – involves a practical study through group and individual work of a range of Scottish plays from 1900 onwards. We cover aspects such as gender issues and social, political and religious dimensions. You will write essays on how these issues are communicated in Contemporary Scottish Theatre. You will also act in a scene from a Scottish play for an external examiner. 

ASSESSMENT

	Unit 
	Internal Assessment
	External Assessment

	Investigative Drama 
	Yes  - 

Performance as part of a group and folio of work. Both assessed by the teacher with external moderation at the discretion of SQA. 
	No

	Contemporary Scottish Theatre
	Yes  - 

2 internal assessments in essay form

1 internal assessment on acting 
	Yes -

SQA written exam - 20% of overall grade

SQA acting exam – 20% of overall grade



	Study of a Text in its Theatrical Context 
	Yes  - 

1 internal assessments in essay form

1 internal assessment on acting 
	Yes  - 

SQA written exam  - 40% of overall grade

SQA acting exam – 20% of overall grade




Why choose Drama? 

The practical and academic skills you learn are invaluable for many courses at college and universities including:

· Law

· Medicine

· Arts

· Education

· Business

· Travel and Tourism

· Any job/course dealing with the public

· Health

· Any environment you have to do presentations or public speaking in (almost all these days!)

DRAMA 

Intermediate 1/2 

The Intermediate 1/2 Drama course aims to build and develop both Drama and Personal/Interpersonal skills. These are a few of the skills you will develop: 
Drama Skills:

· Practical drama and theatre skills including script writing, directing, theatre arts and acting

· Academic drama skills including analysing scripts and writing about issues and themes 

· Learning and using the language associated with theatre and plays

· Developing an individual and analytical response to themes /issues and theatre 

Personal and Interpersonal Skills:

· Self confidence

· Communication in both verbal and written contexts

· Teamwork 

· Negotiation, decision making and organisation skills

· Individual responsibility

· Creativity

· Flexibility 

· Meeting deadlines 

Although the course is a logical step between Standard Grade Drama and towards tackling the Higher Drama course confidently, pupils do not need to have had previous experience of Drama to follow this course.  However, they must: 

· have a record of and commitment to excellent attendance

· have a willingness to work positively with others at all times

· be able meet deadlines

· have a commitment to personal study 

· be willing to learn the drama and personal skills mentioned above
The course demands that all pupils involved depend on each other for each individual to succeed. This is why excellent attendance is crucial.

AN OVERVIEW OF THE INTERMEDIATE DRAMA COURSE

The units are the same for Intermediate 1 and 2 but there are additional outcomes for Intermediate 2. As with all Intermediate courses, pupils need to pass all three units to gain an overall course award. 

	Unit 
	Content
	Assessment 

	
Drama Skills (40 hours)


	· The class will investigate a range of issues and then select one from which they will devise a presentation for an audience.

· Each pupil will take responsibility for one scene in the overall presentation and produce a folio of work. 

· Each pupil will also act in at least one scene.  

· Int. 2 students will be expected to direct others in their own scripted scene while Int. 1 pupils will get some support in this if needed. 


	Internally assessed through class work, internal assessment and folio of work.  

	
Theatre Production Skills (40 hours)


	· Study how the theatre production areas (set, lighting, sound, costume, props, make-up, acting, directing (Int.2 only) and stage management (Int.2 only) ) work together to create a live performance. 

· Extracts of scripts will be studied. 

· Each pupil will specialise in a theatre production role towards a final presentation which will be performed for the class.  


	Internally assessed through class work, internal assessment and folio of work.  

	Production (40 hours)


	· The skills gained in the other two units are used to stage a small-scale production performed for an examiner and in front of a small audience.  

· Each pupil will be assessed on one theatre production area of their own choosing (as far as is possible).  This exam is worth 50% of the overall marks. 


	Internally assessed through class work, internal assessment and folio of work.  

Externally examined by SQA examiner – 50% of overall grade.


	
	50% of the overall course. 
	


Why choose Drama? 

The practical and academic skills you learn are invaluable for many courses at college and universities including:

· Law

· Medicine/Health/Care 

· Arts

· Education

· Business

· Travel and Tourism

· Any job/course dealing with the public

· Any environment you have to do presentations or public speaking in (almost all these days!) 

ENGLISH

Higher/Intermediate 2/Intermediate 1
Three levels will be offered.  Progression will be as follows:

	Standard Grade Result
	S5
	S6



	Credit 1 or 2*
	Higher
	Advanced Higher

	General 3
	Intermediate 2
	Higher

	General 4
	Intermediate 1
	Intermediate 2


* A Credit grade must be achieved in both Reading and Writing for entry to Higher.

Depending on numbers, some classes might have pupils working at different levels.

The content of the courses in S5 is similar.  Texts studied will be chosen to suit the level and ability of each class and assessment will follow national guidelines for that course.  Assessment includes three internal assessments which must be completed successfully for an overall pass, and an external examination.  This makes the course rigorous and students are required to work steadily throughout the year to do well.

Pupils are expected to continue to challenge themselves in their private reading and to read good-quality newspapers regularly as this is the type of text they will face in the examination.

Regular attendance, adherence to deadlines and commitment to the course are essential.

Internal Assessment

· The coursework is divided into two units, each of which is formally assessed and must be passed to achieve an overall award.

· Pupils who do not pass the formal assessments (or NABs) will have the opportunity for ONE reassessment.  

· Assessment will be set when the class teacher feels that it is appropriate.

· The process of verifying pupils’ work means that the class teacher must keep drafts of writing pieces at various stages.  This means no sudden last-minute change of direction can be allowed.

Unit 1 – Language Study

Close Reading – to be completed under exam conditions

Writing – the writing folio comprises two pieces: one creative and one discursive.  One of these pieces will be assessed internally as a NAB.

Unit 2 – Literary Study

Textual Analysis – one unseen textual analysis to be completed in class under exam conditions

External Assessment

In addition to the internal assessments which pupils must pass, students must sit an examination details of which are outline below:

Paper 1 – Close Reading

This requires candidates to answer questions on passages of unseen, prose non-fiction.

The Higher examination contains two passages and lasts for 1 hour, 45 minutes.

The Intermediate 2 examination contains one passage and lasts for 1 hour.

The Intermediate 1 examination contains one passage and lasts for 45 minutes.

Paper 2 – Critical Essay

This requires candidates to write critical essays on texts studied in class.

Both the Higher and Intermediate 2 examinations require two critical essays from two different genres and lasts for 1 hour, 30 minutes.

The Intermediate 1 examination requires one critical essay and lasts for 45 minutes.

Papers 1 and 2 are equally weighted and account for 40% of the final marks each.

Writing Folio

Candidates will submit two pieces of writing: one creative and one discursive.  With the exception of poetry, the minimum length for each piece is 650 words and the maximum is 1300.  Each piece will be marked out of 25.

The Writing Folio accounts for 20% of the final grading.

Advanced Higher
S6 - for pupils who have passed Higher

Those wishing to undertake this course will find it a demanding yet very rewarding experience.  It is the chance to experience a university-style approach to the understanding of English language and literature.  It requires a degree of maturity and self-motivation, and fosters an awareness of the world at large, not just of English.  Language is a changing and developing phenomenon and this course has evolved to accommodate such change and the constantly changing needs of language users.  

This course is highly recommended for those candidates wishing to study English at university, or those wishing to pursue a career in journalism, the media, or law.    

Advanced Higher, like Higher Still, is made up of units with internal and external assessments.

There are three units:
· Specialist Study
-
compulsory




A dissertation of between 3500 and 4500 words – marked externally.

· Literature
-
compulsory




(2 internal assessments and 1 external)

· One unit chosen from the following:-
-
Creative Writing – folio 


-
Textual Analysis – exam 


-
Language Study – exam 


-
Reading the Media – exam 

The dissertation is undertaken through a process of private study and is not teacher led.  
The Literature unit depends on the pupils’ own reading and research, though there are university style ‘tutorials’ for discussion of texts.  All texts used in the Literature Unit are set by the Scottish Qualifications Authority and the current list is available on the SQA website. 

The third unit comprises four choices - Creative Writing, Textual Analysis, Language Study, and Reading the Media.  The English department at The Community School of Auchterarder usually recommends either the Creative Writing option or Textual Analysis, but the other options may be available after consultation.  
HOME ECONOMICS
HOME ECONOMICS:  Health & Food Technology

Higher

Entry requirements   - 
Standard Grade at Credit Level in Home Economics


Intermediate 2 in Home Economics

This course comprises of 2 units.

1 Resource Management  (80 hours) - where students will study the importance of -

· a balanced diet and the contribution it makes to health

· the sources and functions of nutrients and the inter-relationships of groups of nutrients

· effects of storage, preparation and cooking on nutrients

· relationship between diet, lifestyle and health

· product development

· causes, symptoms and prevention of food poisoning and contamination

2 Consumer Studies (40 hours) - where students will study -

· increase in the number and range of ready meals

· safety and quality of food

· current developments in food production

· developments in food technology to improve keeping qualities

· consumer protection

ASSESSMENT

· Assessments at the end of each unit (question paper)
· A design activity
· A technological project to be submitted for external assessment
· A final exam - externally assessed
PROGRESSION

· to Advanced Higher Home Economics

· to HNC, HND or degree courses in nutrition, food science and teaching
· leading to careers in dietician, teacher, food scientist, product developer or buyer
CORE  SKILLS

· Critical Thinking

· Planning and Organisation

· Reviewing and Evaluating

Intermediate 2
Entry requirements
-
Standard Grade at General Level in Home Economics



Intermediate 1 in Home Economics

This course comprises of 3 units each 40 hours long

1 Management of Practical Activities  -  where students will study the importance of  -

· a balanced diet and the contribution it makes to health

· the sources and functions of nutrients and their relation to making choices about the diet to meet current dietary requirements

· meal production

· choice of foods, preparation and cooking methods to meet current dietary targets

· health and safety relating to food

2 Consumer Studies  -  where students will study -

· informative labelling

· consumer protection

· criteria for comparative testing of products

· food production, food processing and consumption of food

· criteria for consumer acceptance of food

3 Product Development  -  where students will study -

· the principles of design

· the main properties of ingredients in product development

· commercial food processes

· scale of production

ASSESSMENT

· One assessment at the end of each unit (question paper)
· A design activity
· A technological project to be submitted for external assessment
· A final exam - externally assessed
PROGRESSION

· to Higher Home Economics

· to further education at VQ or NCV courses in Hotel, Catering and Hospitality Operations, nutrition and food sciences.
CORE SKILLS

· Critical Thinking
· Planning and Organisation
· Reviewing and Evaluating
HOME ECONOMICS:  Hospitality
Intermediate 2

The main focus for this course is on practical “hands-on” preparation of food based around the four main units.  Pupils will be involved in visits throughout the school year to catering establishments where they will receive tuition from professional chefs on vegetable preparation, sauce making and presentation of food dishes.

This course is suitable for those progressing from Home Economics - Hospitality Intermediate 1 and consists of 3 units.

1 Foods of the World - this course identifies:

· a range of traditional foodstuffs used in various countries

· the ingredients used

· the method of preparing/cooking etc for each dish

Time scale - 40 hours

2 Food Preparation for Healthy Eating - this course entails:

· Identifying and amending recipes to provide healthier end products and within a set budget

Time scale - 20 hours

3 Practical cookery skills for the Hospitality Industry 

· Practical exercises build on skills introduced in the previous 2 units

· All equipment, techniques and processes to be used are demonstrated through visits to Gleneagles and their professional chefs and by the Class Teacher

SQA Assessment:

There is no final written exam.  However, pupils will undertake a practical assignment to incorporate techniques, equipment, processes and ingredients used throughout the course.

PROGRESSION

· To employment in Hotel, Catering and Hospitality Operations 

· To further education at VQ or NCV courses in Hotel, Catering and Hospitality Operations
 HOME ECONOMICS
Intermediate 2 Creative Cake Production
An excellent, practical course that offers pupils a high range of practical skills.  These skills are practiced and developed so that cakes are produced to a commercially acceptable standard.

A variety of cakes and finishes are produced, eg sultana cake. Swiss roll, Madeira, chocolate coating, almond paste and Royal icing.  The pupils learn to use equipment and preparation techniques correctly, safely and hygienically.

Transferable skills such as planning, time management skills, logical thinking and evaluative skills are also used and developed.  Dental Colleges have recognised this course as an excellent way for students to enhance their fine motor and manipulative skills.
The course has clear exit paths into employment within the Hospitality Industry or progression onto further and/or higher education, such as Higher Professional Patisserie.

3 UNITS:

Cake Production – 1 credit (40hrs)

Cake Decorating – 1 credit (40hrs)

Creative Cake Production Organisation of Practical Skills – 1 credit (40hrs)

RECOMMENDED ENTRY:
Standard Grade – General 

Int 1 / Int 2 Practical Cookery

MATHEMATICS
MATHEMATICS:  Advanced  Higher (2 courses - Applied & Pure)
Purpose

The aim of each of these courses is to extend further students’ mathematical experience in mathematics, as well as providing an opportunity to study a branch of applied mathematics.

Recommended Entry

Grade A or B in Higher.
Pure Mathematics

Pure Mathematics:
An opportunity to develop all topics done in Higher, as well as introducing some new topics such as complex numbers, matrices and formal mathematical proof.


Mathematics 1 – 40 hours


Mathematics 2 – 40 hours


Mathematics 3 – 40 hours

Applied Mathematics

Applied Mathematics:
This subject deals with maths as applied to mechanics ie forces, projectiles, energy, circular motion, springs and simple harmonic motion.  Pupils who have done Higher Physics will particularly enjoy this aspect of mathematics.

Mathematics for Applied Mathematics – 40 hours
Mechanics 1 – 40 hours

Mechanics 2 – 40 hours

External Assessment:
Advanced Higher Maths (Pure and Applied) is assessed in a single three hour exam.
Progression

Students may progress to higher education to study any subject related to mathematics; engineering, sciences, physics, computing or even mathematics itself.

MATHEMATICS:  Higher
Purpose

The aim of this course is to build upon and extend students’ mathematical learning in the areas of algebra, geometry and trigonometry and to introduce students to elementary calculus.  Mathematics 1 (H), Mathematics 2 (H) and Mathematics 3 (H) are progressive units.

Recommended Entry

Students would be expected to have attained a Grade A in Intermediate 2 Mathematics Units 1 ,2 & 3.
Course Details

Three 40 hour units and 40 hours flexible time.

Unit  -  Title, Length and Brief Description

Mathematics 1 (H)  40 hours

This unit includes the gradient and equation of the straight line, sketching and identifying related functions and graphs, composite functions, solution of trigonometric equations, basic differentiation and recurrence relationships.

Mathematics 2 (H)  40 hours

The content of this unit covers quadratic theory and the Remainder Theorem, basic integration, use of the addition formulae in trigonometry and the equation of a circle and tangency.

Mathematics 3 (H)  40 hours

Mathematics 3 (H) contains vectors in three dimension and the scalar product, further differentiation and integration, properties of exponential and logarithmic functions and further trigonometric relationships.

Progression

Students may progress to Advanced Higher Mathematics, or exit to higher or further education, using either the qualification as a general or specific entry requirement for mathematics, engineering or science HNC/D or degree courses.

After successfully completing the above course you will have gained Core Skills in the following areas:

PROBLEM SOLVING

Critical Thinking:

Higher

NUMERACY


Using Graphical Information:
Higher





Using Number:


Higher

MATHEMATICS:  Intermediate 2
Purpose

The course will provide an experience broadly equivalent in difficulty to Standard Grade Credit level in terms of algebra, trigonometry and geometry for those students for whom progression to Higher level is appropriate.

Recommended Entry

Students would be expected to have attained a grade A in Intermediate 1 (Mathematics 1, 2 and 3).

Course Details

Three 40 hour units plus 40 hours flexible time.

Unit  -  Title, Length and Brief Description

Mathematics 1 (Int 2)  40 hours

The content of this unit included calculations involving percentages, using formulae to find volumes of spheres, cones and prisms, linear relationships in the form of sketches and finding the equations of straight lines, multiplication and factorisation of algebraic expressions, finding the length of an arc and the area of a sector of a circle and solution of problems involving circles.

Mathematics 2 (Int 2)  40 hours

This unit contains both mathematical and statistical content.  The mathematics content is further trigonometry using the area of a triangle formula and the Sine and Cosine rules, and simultaneous linear equations.  The statistics is an extension of the statistics contained in Mathematics (Int 1).  It includes the use of graphs, charts and tables and the use of simple statistics, such as standard deviation, semi-interquartile range, finding the equation of a regression line and assigning probability to an event.

plus a choice of either:


(1) Mathematics 3 (Int 2)  40 hours

This unit contains operations on algebraic fractions, surds, indices and change of subject formulae, graphs of quadratic functions and solutions of quadratic equations, and the graphs of trigonometric functions and solutions of trigonometric equations.

or

(2) Applications of Mathematics (Int 2)  40 hours

This unit concentrates on social arithmetic, the applications of mathematics to logic diagrams and spreadsheets, and the use of formulae in application.  The final outcome is a statistical assignment requiring the collection and analysis of data and the communication of conclusions.  (This option is designed for students who do not wish to progress to Higher Mathematics.)

Progression

Students may progress to Higher Mathematics.  The course may also serve as a general or specific entry requirement to HNC or HND courses or as a general entry requirement for other higher education courses which do not have a specific mathematical content.

This mathematics course or its component units may form part of one or more Scottish Group Awards.

MODERN LANGUAGES

Higher/Intermediate 2:  French / German
Higher French / German are suitable courses for pupils who have attained Standard Grade at Grade 1 / 2, including Writing at Grade 2.

Intermediate 2 Level is a suitable course for pupils who have attained an overall 2 / 3 at Standard Grade (with grades 2 / 3 throughout the skill areas).  Pupils who complete Intermediate 2 in S5 can proceed to Higher French / German in S6.

1 Assessment Details
Students who pass both the Internal Assessments (school-based) and the External Assessments (SQA National Examination) are awarded the Course Award.

Internal Assessment: You will have assessments in all the language skill areas: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing.  These are undertaken in your language class after you have worked through and practised a topic for a number of weeks.  Students must achieve a pass in all areas.

	HIGHER
	Speaking

Listening

Reading

Writing
	25%

20%

30%

25%

	INTERMEDIATE 2
	Speaking

Listening

Reading

Writing
	30%

20%

30%

20%


External Assessment:  

2 Course Details
Higher and Intermediate 2 Courses follow very similar patterns.

	HIGHER
Language Unit (80 hours)

Extended Reading/Viewing or 

Language in Work (40 hours)

	INTERMEDIATE 2
Language Unit (80 hours)

Personal Communication or

Language in Work (40 hours)


An award at Higher in a foreign language is a highly regarded achievement.  It shows you can use language independently and confidently.  It is an indispensable qualification in all kinds of occupations, where employers place great emphasis on the responsibility and discipline involved in language learning.  Many interesting areas of employment now stipulate competence in at least one foreign language.

In following the Higher Still course, you will expand and extend your language skills, and gain confidence to communicate with similar foreign students.  Higher classes offer you the opportunity to improve all your language skills and, in a smaller group, your understanding of grammar.  You will also increase your understanding of the foreign country.

Higher Courses carry on naturally from Standard Grade, and many students have already shown evidence of Higher work in their work at Standard Grade.

MUSIC

Courses will be offered at Intermediate 2, Higher and Advanced Higher and are designed to:-

a) follow on from previous stages of the National Course or Standard Grade
b) allow students who have not experienced National Qualification, to integrate into Higher courses at an appropriate level.

The course is predominantly practical in context, but with an emphasis on resource-based learning.  Students will follow an individualised programme of study, and through negotiation, be given attainment targets.  An element of supported self study will be essential, both at home and during study periods at school.

The course provides students experience in:-


Solo/Group Performing

Inventing

Listening

The emphasis on practical musical activities will allow for the development of aural perception, musical imagination, sensitivity and discrimination.

Homework:

Pupils are provided with a Personal Learning Plan which includes Course Information, Homework/Assessment dates; teacher feedback sections, useful websites.

Homework dates are listed in the Personal learning Plan for the year.

Pupil area required as a necessity, to practice both instruments as homework.  This can be done is in school, with teacher support if required, or at home.  

Composing will be submitted for marking every four weeks until complete. 

A revision and consolidation of listening terms should be completed on a weekly basis.

Over the year, pupils will be expected to complete a Literacy Workbook which teaches more rudimentary aspects of the course.

Furthermore, all pupils will be encouraged to participate in extra-curricular choral and/or instrumental group rehearsals and concerts etc, to enhance and consolidate the work carried out in class.
Assessment and Examination:

Pupils will have a ‘work in progress’ assessment every 4-6 weeks the teacher will give written comments on the next stage of progression.

The SQA practical exam is in February/March; composition submission by March and listening paper in May.
Intermediate 2
To enter this course, students would be expected to have achieved:-

· Standard Grade at General Level/National Course Intermediate 1

· Associated Board Grade 2 or equivalent

Students will complete mandatory units in Performing, Inventing and Listening.
Mandatory Skill requirements:-

Performing:
perform music on 2 instruments in a solo/group situation for 4 minutes on each instrument at Grade 3 Standard
Inventing:
compose music of 1½ minutes duration
Listening:
Question paper of 45 minutes duration with taped extracts

Assessment will be carried out internally and externally

Students who achieve Intermediate 2 might progress to:-

· a course at Higher level   or after further study, to HNC or HND; or to degree and higher education courses which use Intermediate 2 as a general entry qualification.
Higher
To enter this course, students would be expected to have achieved:-

· Standard Grade at Credit Level/National Course Intermediate 2

· Associated Board Grade 3 or equivalent

Students will perform mandatory units in Performing, Inventing and Listening.
Mandatory Skill requirements:-

Performing x 2:
perform music in solo/group situation for 5 and 10 minutes, both instruments at Grade 4 level
Inventing:
compose original music of 2 minutes duration
Listening:
Question Paper of 1 hour with taped extracts

Assessment will be carried out internally and externally.

Students who achieve Higher Music might progress to:-

· a course at Advanced Higher level
· HNC or HND courses in music

· other degree and higher education courses which use Higher Music as a general entry qualification

· to employment

Advanced Higher
Performing - Advanced Higher

To enter the course, students would normally be expected to have achieved:-

· a pass at Higher level

· a standard equivalent to Grade 4/5 (Associated Board)

or by negotiation with PT Music.

Assessment will be carried out internally and may be moderated externally.

Students will perform mandatory units in Performing, Inventing and Listening and a Commentary
Mandatory skill requirements:

Performing x 2:
perform music in solo/group for 10 minutes and 15 minutes, both instruments at Grade 5 level
Inventing:
invent original music of 3 minutes duration
Listening:
Question Paper of one hour with taped extracts
Commentary:
1500 – 2000 word essay, with supported musical extracts, on two or more instrumental / vocal works
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – CORE
2 Periods per Week
PE is studied by all pupils in S5/S6 for two periods per week.  Pupils are given a choice of activities depending on what facilities are available.  The activity blocks last approximately seven weeks per activity.

The focus of Core PE is:

· Health and well being.

· To try new activities.

· Learn and develop practical skills.

· To encourage pupils to continue doing exercise once they leave school.

· To have fun!

Pupils may be allowed to go out of school for activities providing they have completed the required consent forms. This will be arranged by the PE staff and given to the pupils when required.

Pupils are required to make sure they purchase appropriate Community School of Auchterarder PE kit (see PE notice board , school uniform booklet, or ask PE staff for details).

	
	PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Community Sports Leader Award 
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The award gives people aged 16 and over the skills needed to lead groups in safe sporting and recreational activity. 

It encourages participants to take responsibility for others, develops organisational and communication skills and instils confidence in people for whom leading groups in sporting activities is a new experience.

The majority of the course is practical in nature with an emphasis on learning through doing, rather than through written work. You will be responsible for assisting in the running of tournaments within the school and the community e.g. the termly House matches, Primary School tournaments, Sports day. PE staff will assist you with your preparation for these events. You will also be responsible as a group for deciding your programme of activities for the year and fitting this in to the facilities available.

Course content
The Community Sports Leader Award syllabus is divided into eight units which are as follows: 

Unit 01 - Contribute to organising and delivering a sports activity session
Unit 02 - Establishing and maintaining a safe sporting activity

Unit 03 - Understanding the structure of sport/recreation in the UK
Unit 04 - Understanding and leading fitness sessions
Unit 05 - Principles/practice in running sporting events/competitions

Unit 06 - Principles and practice in adapting sports activities

Unit 07 - Select, plan and lead on an appropriate sporting activity
Unit 08 - Demonstration of leadership skills in the community
To qualify as a Community Sports Leader, all units must be satisfactorily completed. 

Sports Leaders must also demonstrate they are worthy role models by adhering to the PE dress code for the Community School of Auchterarder.
Duration of course
Factors such as the student to teacher ratio, the number and experience of the group and the number and experience of the tutors all influence the overall length of the course. However, an average course involves 25 to 30 hours of tutored time, excluding the 10 hours of voluntary leadership experience.

As the course progresses, students are responsible for completing their own log book which will be used as the means of assessment for the course.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.sportsleaders.org 



	
	


PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  Intermediate 2
Why Physical Education?

This course offers pupil the chance to study PE in far greater depth.  Pupils will have the opportunity to develop their practical performance and their knowledge of Physical Education.

Entry to the Course:

To meet the required standard for the written side of the course pupils are recommended to have one of the following:

· Standard Grade Physical Education - KU/EV and Practical Performance at Grade 3/4

· Other relevant prior experience of PE (discuss with Mr F Urquhart)

Course Outline

The Course consists of two units which are taught in an integrated way through practical performance.  To successfully complete the units, pupils are required to complete work in their own time.  Homework will be set on a weekly basis.

Unit 1 – Performance (60 hours)

This unit deals with improving your practical performance.  Your grade will be taken from your best two activities. Basketball and badminton are the two main activities taught throughout the year.  Other activities may be available depending on facilities.

Unit 2 – Analysis of Performance (60 hours)

This unit deals with the cycle of observing, analysing, developing and then evaluating your performance.  The cycle is carried out in relation to the areas below:
· Performance Appreciation

· Preparation of the Body

· Skills & Techniques

· Structures, Strategies & Composition

Assessment

Performance

– 50 % of final grade Internally assessed.

Analysis of Performance 
– 50% of final grade Externally assessed (two hour written exam)

NAB
 – Internally assessed written paper given at set points throughout the year. 

    NAB must be passed to gain an overall award in this course.
Kit

S5/S6 pupils will all receive two periods of Core PE.  If pupils elect to do Intermediate 2 as well, they will have seven periods of PE in a week.  Pupils must be aware that there will be an initial cost involved in ensuring they have enough appropriate Community School of Auchterarder PE kit for seven periods in a week.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  Higher
Why Physical Education?

This course offers pupil the chance to study PE in far greater depth.  Pupils will have the opportunity to develop their practical performance and their knowledge of Physical Education.

Entry to the Course:  

To meet the required standard for the written side of the course pupils are recommended to have one of the following:

· Standard Grade Physical Education - KU/EV and Practical Performance at Grade 1/2

· Intermediate 2 Physical Education

· Other relevant prior experience of PE (discuss with Mr F Urquhart)

Course Outline

The Course consists of two units which are taught in an integrated way through practical performance.  To successfully complete the units, pupils are required to complete work in their own time.  Homework will be set on a weekly basis.

Unit 1 – Performance (60 hours)

This unit deals with improving your practical performance.  Your grade will be taken from your best two activities. Basketball and badminton are the two main activities taught throughout the year.  Other activities may be available depending on facilities.

Unit 2 – Analysis of Performance (60 hours)

This unit deals with the cycle of observing, analysing, developing and then evaluating your performance.  The cycle is carried out in relation to the areas below:
· Performance Appreciation

· Preparation of the Body

· Skills & Techniques

· Structures, Strategies & Composition

Assessment

Performance

– 40 % of final grade Internally assessed.

Analysis of Performance 
– 60% of final grade Externally assessed (2 ½ hour written exam.)

NAB
 – Internally assessed written paper given at set points throughout the year. 

    NAB must be passed to gain an overall award in this course.
Kit

S5/S6 pupils will all receive two periods of Core PE.  If pupils elect to do Higher PE as well, they will have seven periods of PE in a week. Pupils must be aware that there will be an initial cost involved in ensuring they have enough appropriate Community School of Auchterarder PE kit for seven periods in a week.
Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies – Higher

Course Content:    This course has three mandatory units.  They are:

	Unit Title
	Option Studied
	Time

	World Religion
	Buddhism : A study of the Buddhist view of the  world

The way the world is and why?

What should the world be like?

How can this view of the world be achieved?
	40 Hours

	Morality in the Modern World
	Medical Ethics:

Use of Human Embryos

Euthanasia
	40 Hours

	Christianity Belief and Science
	Exploration of scientific and religious methods of inquiry

What is the origin of the universe?

What is the origin of human life?
	40 Hours


	Additional Course Time

	Introduction to the Course

Support

Consolidation

Internal assessment

Preparation for external assessment
	40 hours


Entry Requirements:  Entry to this course will be at the discretion of the RME department, however it would be very beneficial for candidates to have attained a Higher in English or a Social Subject.

Assessments:   Internal Assessments (NABs) for each unit.

                          External Exam:    Paper 1     1 hour and 45 minutes

                                                       Paper 2     55 minutes

Higher RMPS aims to enable candidates to:

Develop a philosophical approach to the study of beliefs, values and issues which are of importance in the world today

Develop analytical skills in relation to the writings, beliefs and values of world religions 

Develop knowledge and understanding of moral, philosophical and theological issues which arise from religious and non-religious beliefs

Analyse and think critically about their own beliefs and those of others

Gain insight into and appreciation of ideas, arguments and viewpoints which may conflict with their own

Formulate reasoned and structured responses to issues

Engage personally with a range of important questions and issues in order to inform their own beliefs and values in a way which contributes to personal and social development.

This Higher is a recognised qualification for entry into a wide variety of courses at University leading to careers in politics, education, banking and business, law, civil service, social services, counseling, nursing, journalism, pastoral care, leadership in faith communities and many others.

SCIENCE
BIOLOGY:  Advanced Higher

Purpose

This course:

· allows continuation of the study of Biology, linking in with the material studied at Higher

· prepares pupils for the study of Biology at university

Structure

· Unit 1 – Cell and Molecular Biology – 1 credit 

· Unit 2 – Environmental Biology – 1 credit

· Unit 3 – Physiology, Health and Exercise – 0.5 credit

· Biology Investigation – 0.5 credit 

Assessment

· Internally marked   – Unit (NAB) Tests

                                              – Practical Reports

· Externally marked  – Investigation Report (2500 words)

                                              – Examination (2 hours 30 minutes)  

Recommended Entry

· Higher Biology at level A 

· Standard Grade Chemistry at Grade 1  

Details of Units

Cell and Molecular Biology

· Detailed study of cell structure and function

· Biochemistry of the cell : macromolecules; catalysis; membranes and cytoskeleton; cell signalling

· Applications : DNA technology; Human Genome Project; therapeutics; forensics; agriculture

Environmental Biology

· Energy and nutrient cycling within ecosystems

· Biotic interactions : symbiosis; food production; energy needs; pollution

Physiology, Health and Exercise

· Cardiovascular system, including its pathology

· Effects of exercise on : metabolism; body composition; osteoporosis; diabetes mellitus

BIOLOGY:  Higher
Purpose

This course:

· provides an understanding of basic biological principles and how they relate to everyday life

· provides a basis for further study or employment in areas related to biology

Structure

· Unit 1 – Cell Biology – 1 credit

· Unit 2 – Genetics and Adaptation – 1 credit

· Unit 3 – Control and Regulation – 1 credit

Assessment

· Internally marked   – Unit (NAB) Tests

                                              – Practical Reports

· Externally marked  – Examination (2 hours 30 minutes)

Recommended Entry

· Standard Grade Biology at Grade 1
· In addition, a pass in Standard Grade Chemistry is preferable

· Alternatively, Intermediate 2 Biology at level A
Details of Units

Cell Biology

· Cell structure and function

· Respiration and photosynthesis

· DNA and proteins

· Cellular defence in animals and plants

Genetics and Adaptation

· Variation

· Selection and speciation

· Adaptations in animals and plants

Control and Regulation

· Control of growth and development

· Physiological homeostasis

· Population dynamics

BIOLOGY:  Intermediate 2
Purpose

This course:

· contributes to a pupil’s general and vocational education

· develops an understanding of biology and how it relates to everyday life

Structure

· Unit 1 – Living Cells – 1 credit

· Unit 2 – Environmental Biology and Genetics – 1 credit

· Unit 3 – Animal Physiology – 1 credit

Assessment

· Internally marked  – Unit (NAB) Tests

                                             – Practical Reports

· Externally marked – Examination (2hours) 

Recommended Entry

· Standard Grade Biology at Grade 2 or 3 

· Alternatively, Intermediate 1 Biology at level A
Details of Units

Living Cells

· Structure and function of cells

· Enzymes

· Respiration and photosynthesis

Environmental Biology and Genetics

· Energy in ecosystems

· Variation in animals and plants

· Applied genetics

Animal Physiology

· Nutrition and water balance

· Blood circulation and gas exchange

· Brain and the nervous system

CHEMISTRY:  Advanced Higher
Purpose
This course:

· allows continuation of the study of Chemistry, linking in with the material studied at Higher

· prepares pupils for the study of Chemistry at university

Structure
· Unit 1 – Electronic Structure and the Periodic Table – 0.5 credit

· Unit 2 – Principles of Chemical Reactions – 1 credit

· Unit 3 – Organic Chemistry – 1 credit

· Chemical Investigation – 0.5 credit

Assessment
· Internally marked   - Unit (NAB) Tests

                                              - Prescribed Practical Activities

· Externally marked  - Investigation Report (2500 words)

                                              - Examination (2 hours 30 minutes)

Recommended Entry

· An award in Higher Chemistry at level A

Details of Units
Electronic Structure and the Periodic Table
· Electronic configuration

· Chemical bonding

 Principles of Chemical Reactions
· Stoichiometry & Thermodynamics

· Chemical equilibria

Organic Chemistry
· Reactions of organic chemicals

· Chemical analysis

CHEMISTRY:  Higher

Purpose
This course:

· provides knowledge to explain chemistry-related subjects such as environmental and food sciences

· provides valuable background knowledge for vocational training in many areas of health and technology.

Structure
· Unit 1 - Energy Matters – 1 credit

· Unit 2 - The World of Carbon – 1 credit

· Unit 3 -  Chemical Reactions – 1 credit

Assessment

· Internally marked  - Unit (NAB) Tests

                                             - Prescribed Practical Activities

· Externally marked - Examination (2 hours 30 minutes)

Recommended Entry
· Standard Grade Chemistry at Grade 1

· Alternatively, Chemistry Intermediate 2 at level A

· In addition, Credit Standard Grade or Intermediate 2 Mathematics

Details of Units
Energy Matters
· Reaction rates and enthalpy

· The Periodic Table and bonding

The World of Carbon

· Carbon compounds, including fuels
· Polymers, synthetic and natural
Chemical Reactions
· The Chemical Industry, including Hess’s Law

· Acids and bases, redox reactions and nuclear chemistry

CHEMISTRY:  Intermediate 2

Purpose
· provides the basic knowledge required to begin an in-depth study of Chemistry

· designed to form a link between Standard Grade and Higher Chemistry

Structure
· Unit 1 – Building Blocks – 1 credit

· Unit 2 – Carbon Compounds – 1 credit

· Unit 3 – Acids, bases and Metals – 1 credit

Assessment
· Internally marked   - Unit (NAB) Tests

                                              - Prescribed Practical Activities

· Externally marked  - Examination (2 hours)

Recommended Entry
· Standard Grade Chemistry at Grade 2 or 3
· Alternatively, Credit Standard Grade or Intermediate 2 Biology or Physics

· In addition, General Standard Grade or Intermediate 1 Mathematics 

Details of Units
Building Blocks
· Reaction rates

· How chemicals form

· Chemical formulae and equations

Carbon Compounds
· Carbon compounds and fuels

· Plastics and synthetic fibres

· Carbohydrates, fats and proteins

Acids, Bases and Metals
· Acids and alkalis

· Salt preparation

· Metals

PHYSICS:  Advanced Higher

Purpose

· allows continuation of the study of Physics

· links in with the material studied at Higher

· prepares pupils for the study of Physics at university

Structure
· Unit 1 – Mechanics – 1 credit 

· Unit 2 – Electrical Phenomena – 1 credit

· Unit 3 – Wave Phenomena – 0.5 credit

· Physics Investigation – 0.5 credit

Assessment
· Internally marked  - Unit (NAB) Tests

                                              - Practical Reports

· Externally marked  - Investigation Report

                                              - Examination (2 hours 30minutes)

Recommended Entry

· Higher Physics at level A 

· Higher Mathematics

PHYSICS:  Higher

Purpose
This course:

· extends the knowledge and understanding of the concepts of physics as well as related problem solving skills and practical abilities acquired at Standard Grace.

· develops extremely useful transferable skills for later life.

Structure
· Unit 1 – Mechanics and Properties of Matter – 1 credit

· Unit 2 – Electricity and Electronics – 1 credit

· Unit 3 – Radiation and Matter – 1 credit

Assessment
· Internally marked – Unit (NAB) Tests

                                            -  Practical Reports

· Externally marked – Examination (2 hours 30 minutes)

Recommended Entry

· Standard Grade Physics at Grade 1 

· Standard Grade Mathematics at Grade 1 or Intermediate 2 Mathematics

Details of Units

Mechanics and Properties of Matter 

· vectors, equations of motion, Newton’s second law, momentum and impulse
·  pressure and density, gas laws
Electricity and Electronics

· electric fields and resistors in circuits

· alternating current and voltage, capacitance, analogue electronics

Radiation and Matter

· waves, refraction of light, optoelectronics and semiconductors

· nuclear reactions, dosimetry and safety

Managing Environmental Resources (MER): Higher
Purpose
This course:

· provides a wide area of study drawing on aspects of  Biology and Geography to consider

many environmental issues

· develops an awareness of the natural environment using your skills of observation,  analysis

and communication

       Structure
· Unit 1  Natural Resource Use
· Unit 2  Investigating Ecosystems
· Unit 3  Land Use in Scotland
       Assessment
· Internally marked  -  Unit (NAB) Tests

                                      -  Practical Reports

· Externally marked  -  Examination : 2 hours 30 minutes

       Recommended Entry
· Grade 1 or 2 in Biology, Geography, Chemistry or Physics

        Managing Environmental Resources (MER):Int 2

    Purpose                                                                                                                             
       - same as Higher MER
       Structure
· Unit 1  Natural Resource Use

· Unit 2  Ecosystems

· Unit 3  Local Environment

       Assessment
· Internally marked  -  Unit (NAB) Tests

                                      -  Practical reports

· Externally marked  -  Examination : 2 hours

      Recommended Entry
· Grade 3 or 4 in Biology, Geography, Chemistry or Physics

       MER will be taught jointly by Science (Biology) and Social Subjects (Geography)
SOCIAL SUBJECTS
GEOGRAPHY:  Higher
Higher Geography is for pupils who seek to:

· understand ways in which people and the environment interact in response to physical and human responses (locally, nationally and globally)

· have a long life interest in, understanding of, and concern for the environment,      and

· develop their skill and expertise in the use of a range of maps, diagrams, statistical techniques and written accounts

A variety of learning and teaching approaches to meet the needs of all students are used throughout the course from notetaking, reading, listening, structured discussion, group work, role play, resource based learning, use of IT (CD Rom/Internet), videos and slides.

The course is made up of 3 units (Physical Environments, Human Environments and Environmental Interactions).

Students will extend their knowledge and understanding in physical geography (atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere and biosphere) and human geography (population geography, rural geography, industrial geography and urban geography),

Entry is for students who have obtained a grade 1, 2 (or possibly 3) at Standard Grade in Geography or another social subject.

The course enables pupils to gain a wide variety of core skills which are familiar and widely valued by industry, commerce and higher education.  Through the study of geography, automatic awards are made in Using Graphical Information, Using Number and Critical Thinking which are key elements of the core skills of Numeracy and Problem Solving respectively.

External assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the course award.  SQA will set external papers made up of two parts.  Part One on Physical and Human Environments will contain short response questions including OS maps (1 hr 50 minutes) worth 50 marks.  Part Two on Environmental Interactions will contain mainly extended response questions (eg rural land resources, rural land degradation, urban change and its management and development and health).  The total length of the paper is 1 hr 15 minutes, and is worth 50 marks.

From the achievement of a Higher course in Geography the student may be able to progress to the course at Advanced Higher.  Alternatively, students could progress to a course in another social subject.  Students may also progress to HNC/D awards or degree course in further education, or to employment.  Thus the study of Geography can lead to occupation, for example, planning (landscape architect, town planner), surveying and the environment and, owing to the skills involved in the subject, to occupations in retail management, travel & tourism (air traffic control, tourist boards), land evaluation, transportation management and agriculture.

“Geographers can really work anywhere in the world”

GEOGRAPHY  -  INTERMEDIATE 1/2
Purpose

The purpose of this course is to develop further, within a balanced structure, knowledge and understanding of geographical methods and techniques, concepts and key ideas.  It is also intended to develop skills of investigating and evaluating. Problem solving skills are applied through the identification and evaluation of key issues.

Recommended Entry

Students would normally be expected to have attained

· a grade 3 or 4 at Standard Grade in Geography or another social subject

· the Intermediate 1 course or component units in Geography

· an Intermediate 1 or 2 course or component units in another social subject

Course Details

The course comprises three mandatory 40 hour units.  When taken as a course the units provide opportunities to deal with both the developed and the developing world.  The choice of topics within units ensures that both physical and human geography can be studied.  The topics also offer variety which can meet the different needs of students.

Unit - Title, Length and Brief Description

	Unit


	Topics

	Physical Environments:  in the UK
(Int 2)  40 hours
	physical landscapes and land uses – glaciated scenery
limestone uplands, rivers and coasts, National Parks


	Human Environments:  Global EMDC’s/ELDC’s

(Int 2)  40 hours
	a. population growth
b. change in urban areas – EMDC/ELDC
c. changing industrial landscapes

d. changes in food production


	Environmental Interactions:  Global Issues

(Int 2)  40 hours
	a. development and health

b. environmental hazards


Progression

From the achievement of an Intermediate 2 course or units, students may be able to progress to the course or units at Higher.  Alternatively, students could progress to an Intermediate 2 course or units in another social subject or to employment.

HISTORY:  Higher
Higher History is for pupils who wish to

· develop their knowledge and understanding of both past and present

· develop skills that are applicable in a wide range of areas

· have a lifelong interest in people who lived in other periods, their societies, circumstances and motivation

· participate actively in their learning, interact with others and prepare effectively for further education and employment.

A variety of learning and teaching approaches are used throughout the course, including note taking, reading, listening, structured discussion, group work, resource based learning, use of ICT and DVD.  The study of history through sources permeates the course.

Students will extend their awareness of their own heritage and identity in local, national, European and world-wide contexts which helps them understand their own circumstances and put them in an historical perspective.

The topics they will study are:
Later Modern History – Britain 1851-1951

A study of the development of the United Kingdom into a modern democracy and the development of the role of the state in the welfare of its citizens, illustrating the themes of authority, ideology and rights.

The Impact of the Great War, 1914-1928

A study of conflict and its political, social, economic and cultural effects, illustrating the themes of conflict, change and identity.

Later Modern History – Germany 1815-1939
A study of the growth of nationalism in nineteenth century Germany leading to the overcoming of obstacles to unification of the nation by 1871, and the development of extreme nationalism after 1918, illustrating the themes of nationalism, authority and conflict.



Entry is for students who have gained a grade 1 or 2 at Standard Grade in History OR another social subject.

The course enables pupils to gain a wide variety of core skills.  In addition, through the study of history automatic awards are made in Critical Thinking and Planning and Organising, both of which are key elements of the core skill of Problem Solving, and in Reviewing and Evaluating.

External assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the course award.  This will consist of 3 papers - an essay paper, a document extracts paper and the extended essay which students prepare and practise in advance.  Significant changes have been made in the external assessment which benefit students.  The units are also internally assessed.

History develops communication skills and the ability to think creatively and critically.  Students who are successful in the Higher course may use if for entrance to a very wide range of courses in further and higher education and careers.

It enhances career opportunities in law, journalism, tourism, public administration, business, finance, education and many more.

History   Intermediate1/2

Course outline

The Intermediate 1/ 2 Course in History provides a suitable basis for those who wish to begin or continue their study of history.  Its aims are to acquire breadth and depth in the knowledge and understanding of historical themes and to develop skills of explaining historical developments and events, drawing conclusions and evaluating historical sources. The Course comprises three mandatory Units:

	D255 11
	Historical Study - Scottish and British (Int 2)
	1 credit (40 hours)

	D256 11
	Historical Study - European and World (Int 2)
	1 credit (40 hours)

	D257 11
	Historical Study - Options (Int 2)
	1 credit (40 hours)


The course is made up of three units, one from the list of topics for Scottish and British Study, one from the list of topics for the European and World Study, and the context for the third Study can be from either list. The school offers a choice from the following list of topics.

Historical Study - Scottish and British

1. Murder in the Cathedral: Crown, Church and People 1154-1173 

2. Wallace, Bruce and the Wars of Independence 1286-1328 

3. Mary Queen of Scots and the Scottish Reformation 1540s-1587 

4. The Coming of the Civil War 1603-1642 

5. 'Ane End of Ane Auld Sang': Scotland and the Treaty of Union 1690s-1715 

6. Immigrants and Exiles: Scotland 1830s-1930s 

7. From the Cradle to the Grave? Social Welfare in Britain 1890s-1951 

8. Campaigning for Change: Social Change in Scotland 1900s-1979 

9. A Time of Troubles: Ireland 1900-1923 

Historical Study - European and World

1. The Norman Conquest 1060-1153 

2. The Cross and the Crescent: The First Crusade 1096-1125 

3. War, Death and Revolt in Medieval Europe 1328-1436 

4. New Worlds: Europe in the Age of Expansion 1480s-1530s 

5. Tea and Freedom: The American Revolution 1763-1783 

6. 'This Accursed Trade': The British Slave Trade and its Abolition 1770-1807 

7. Citizens! The French Revolution 1789-1794 

8. Cavour, Garibaldi and the Making of Italy 1815-1870 

9. Iron and Blood? Bismarck and the Creation of the German Empire 1815-1871 

10. The Red Flag: Lenin and the Russian Revolution 1894-1921 

11. Free at Last? Race Relations in the USA 1918-1968 

12. The Road to War 1933-1939 

13. In the Shadow of the Bomb: The Cold War 1945-1985 

Course assessment

In order to gain an award in the Course, you must pass the internal assessments associated with the component Units. In addition you must meet the standards demanded by the external assessment instruments of the examination and the Extended Response.

The external examination is an externally set paper of one hour 45 minutes duration. Each candidate must answer one extended response question, the Short Essay, chosen from any of their three selected contexts. Candidates must also answer all of the restricted response items in each of the three contexts they have studied.

There is a total of 50 marks for this paper.

The restricted response items test  your ability to:

· integrate both presented and recalled knowledge 

· describe and explain in some detail historical events, attitudes and actions 

· evaluate and compare historical evidence. 

The Short Essay item tests  your ability to use recalled knowledge to provide a structured response to explain or evaluate in detail historical events, attitudes and actions as outlined in Outcomes 1 and 2.

The Extended Response should be based on a question of your choice drawn from  the three units you have studied.

N.B. The units offered by the school are dependent on the resources that are available.

MODERN STUDIES:  Higher

Higher Modern Studies is for pupils who wish to develop their ability to discuss current political, social and international issues from an informed viewpoint, and to develop critical skills including analysis, evaluating and decision making.

A variety of learning and teaching approaches are used throughout the course, from notetaking, analysis of statistics, IT, video, and discussion to report and essay writing.  Students will extend their knowledge and understanding of issues in:

· UK Politics

· Healthcare in Britain Today

· A Society in Change (South Africa)         and

· Ethnic Minorities in the USA

Entry is for students who have obtained a Credit pass (or possibly a 3) at Standard Grade in a social subject.

The course enables pupils to gain a wide variety of core skills.  Automatic award is made for Critical Thinking, which is a key element of Problem Solving.

Assessment will be internally for each of the 4 study themes, and by SQA examination for the study themes and decision making exercise.

Progress

Pupils who are successful in the Higher course may use it for entrance to University degree courses in a wide range of subjects and as a stepping stone to careers in the media, management, social work, marketing, local government etc etc.  In addition, they become articulate, well informed, thinking young people ready to participate in society.

MODERN STUDIES:  Intermediate 1/2

Intermediate 2 Modern Studies is for pupils who wish to progress to Higher Modern Studies over two years or develop their interest in Modern Studies after Standard Grade.  They will develop informed opinions on a range of political, social and international issues.

The course uses a variety of learning and teaching approaches including IT, video, textbooks, and discussion.  Pupils will extend their knowledge and understanding of:
· Political issues – such as the Government and Politics of Scotland

· Social Issues – such as Crime and Law and Order issues

· International Issues – such as the USA or the European Union
Entry is for pupils who have obtained a general pass at Standard Grade in a social subject.

The course enables pupils to develop a wide variety of skills including analysis, evaluating, problem solving, essay and report writing.  There will be internal assessment and SQA examination of each of the three study themes and the decision making exercise.

Progress
Pupils who are successful in the Intermediate 2 course may use it for entrance to the Higher course in S6 or as a useful step towards a career in the media, management, social work, marketing, local government etc.  In addition they become well informed, thinking, young people aware of their potential contribution to society.
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