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Winter 2010

School Calendar - Revised dates

Following the recent spell of severe weather conditions which
resulted in the school being closed, it has been necessary to
re-schedule a number of school events. The School Calendar
2010/11 has been updated to reflect the changes and a copy is
available for download from the school website at
www.tcsoa.com.

S4 Prelim Examinations will now take place from
10 to 19 January 2011. Please note there will be no study
leave on this occasion and pupils will return to class following
completion of their exam.

Special thanks goes to Mr Mahmod Nassif,
Facilities Co-ordinator , Mr Jeff Banks and Mr Alan
Moffat, School Janitors for all their very hard work
in clearing the snow and ice from the school’s
paths.

Full details of all revised dates and information regarding other
forthcoming events are detailed on page 2.

A copy of the School Term and Holiday Dates for 20011/12,
2012/13 & 2013/14 is available for download from the school
website.

Perth and Kinross Achievers Awards
& .
There were a number of successful nominations from the school for this year’s Perth and Kinross Achievers’
Awards. Nominations are open from young people throughout Perth and Kinross.

Congratulations to the following pupils:

Matthew Gordon S6, Brodie Hunter S6, Sarah Langlands (Leaver) and Matthew Mosley S5 all received
Academic Awards;

Casey Nebolisa received a Care and Welfare Award;

Amy McGlashan received a Sports and the Arts Award on behalf of the Under 15 and Under 18 Girls Rugby
Teams; Caroline Mitchell S6 and Sarah Mitchell S4 also received a Sports and the Arts Award.

Secondary Sports Captains

The following Sports Captains for each of the four Houses have been nominated, interviewed and appointed:

Josh Watters S5, Captain; Robyn McNaughton S6, Vice-Captain

Lewis Harper S5, Captain; Georgie Shepherd S4, Vice-Captain

Katy Langlands S5, Captain; Gavin West and David Lawrence S6, Joint Vice-Captains
Jen Wither S5, Captain; Ross Dougan S6, Vice-Captain

The main responsibility of House Captains is the running of Sports House Matches throughout the year - the
programme for which started in October with football and basketball. Rugby and table tennis have had to be postponed,
social dancing is scheduled for December and cross country for February. All Secondary pupils will be involved in these
House Matches.
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Dates for your Diary

Nursery Christmas Party (AM)

S1 to S3 Christmas Dance, 7.00pm to 10.00pm (Assembly Hall)
Church Service in Auchterarder Parish Church:

- 11.15am to 12 noon - Primary

- 2.30pm to 3.20pm - Secondary

S4 to S6 Christmas Dance, 7.00pm to 11.00pm (Assembly Hall)

Last day of Term.
! School re-opens " Start of Term 3
Parent Council Meeting, 7.00pm in the Boardroom
#1 S4 Prelims $ % - No Study Leave
&! HPV Vaccinations (am)
#1 S5/6 Parents Evening - 5.00pm to 7.45pm
" ! Connecting Classrooms visit to Bangladesh
! Nursery Burns Supper
! Nursery Evening - Drop-in session - 6.00pm to 8.00pm
& 1" - Ski Trip to France
&" Parent Council Meeting, 7.00pm in the Boardroom
- Valentine Disco - 7.00pm to 9.00pm (Assembly Hall)
* (- S5/6 Prelims (S5/6 Study Leave from Tues, 15 to Mon, 28 Feb 2011)
) - S4 Reports issued to Parents $ " %
" In-Service Day 6
+" (r Mid-Term Holiday
* " Td/IPV Vaccines
S4 Parents’ Evening $ " % 5.15pm to 7.45pm
& Parent Council Meeting 7.00pm in the Boardroom
* S2 Reports issued to Parents / Carers
Nursery Parents’ Evening - Pre School 6.00pm to 8.30pm
+ Nursery Parents’ Evening - Pre School 3.30pm to 6.00pm
S2 Parents’ Evening $ " %
&, * S2, S4 & S5 Course Choice Days $ " %
* Rotary Young Musician of the Year - Assembly Hall
¢ S2, S4 & S5 Course Choice Contact Evening$ %
S5/6 Prelim Reports issued to Parents / Carers
& (- Girls” Senior Rugby Trip to Dubai
& Easter Assemblies - Auchterarder Parish Church (Secondary AM / Primary PM)

Staffing Update
Y 4

Last day of Term

Ms S Garrow, LRC Assistant left at the end of October.

Ms A Khanam, Principal Teacher, Business Education left at the end of November to take up the post of Faculty Principal
Teacher, Business and Enterprise, at Glenrothes High School. Mrs D Nicholls is currently covering the teaching post.

Mr C McNeil, Teacher of Drama leaves on 7 January 2011 to take up a teaching post at Dalkeith High School.
We wish Ms Garrow, Ms Khanam and Mr McNeil all the very best for the future.

Mr M Reid, Principal Teacher CDT is currently on secondment with Perth & Kinross Council until 1 July 2011 and he will
return back to school in August 2011. Mr S Robertson is Acting Principal Teacher in his absence.

Mrs J Moran has kindly stepped in to cover the post of LRC Assistant until the end of Term. Mrs C Kattenhorn will take
over this role from January 2011.

Mrs L Collins commenced in November as Typist / Clerical Assistant.

Miss L Henderson is currently covering the post of Teacher of CDT.

Mr T Edie recently commenced as Primary Support for Learning Assistant

Ms M Hunter will commence in January 2011 as Acting Principal Teacher, Business Education
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Facilities Update

345 . 6 3

From January 2011, dog walkers will not be permitted to walk their dogs on the sports ground and astro turf pitches
and signage will be displayed at the entrances stating 7 3 45 . 6 3 8. This follows serious concerns

raised for the health and safety of our pupils as a result of the ongoing issues of dog fouling. The Parent Council and
Community Council have been fully consulted regarding this action.

1 3

Parking on the roundabout within the Campus continues to be a huge issue. Despite previous requests, a nhumber of
parents and visitors are still compromising the health and safety of pupils, staff and visitors with unauthorised parking
on the roundabout. Please 9 9 1-2 9 :429; -<9; .

There is a small designated area for - " 009 8and two parking bays for disabled users.

There are also ongoing instances where the designated disabled parking bays are being used by drivers who do not
display disabled badges and this is causing a serious issue for disabled drivers and pupils. Please be respectful to others
and 9 9 parkina disabled parking bay unless you are the holder of a disabled badge.

.- o 1. "2 - .

In January 2011 building works will commence (subject to Building Consent) to create a new Change Facility within the
Support for Learning Department in the Support Services building, to support pupils with additional support needs. The

project will take approximately 10 weeks and is expected to be completed by the end of March 2011.

2 3 )

On Wed 17 November (In-service Day) staff took time out to plant a tree in memory of Mrs McFarlane, on the first
anniversary of her death. The Cherry Blossom tree and some spring flowering bulbs were planted in the school garden
at the back of the school campus. A memorial plaque was produced by the CDT Department. Mrs McFarlane was the
Principal Teacher, Support for Learning, and had worked at the school for nearly 20 years. She is sadly missed by staff
and pupils alike.

Christmas Fair

A huge thank you to everyone who supported this year's
hastily re-arranged Christmas Fair including parents, staff
and pupil volunteers, stallholders, attendees. Particular
thanks goes to Mr Mahmod Nassif and the Janitorial Team
for setting up the tables.

Considering the shortness of time we were given to arrange
the fair it was a great success with festive crafts and gifts,
fun and games for the children, home baking and mulled
wine and not forgetting Santa!

The event raised over > ) which will go towards school
activities and equipment.

If you would be interested in taking part, either as a
volunteer or as an organiser, with any events held by the
Parent Council please e-mail:

ParentCouncil@auchterarder.pkc.sch.uk
or contact the school reception.
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Sporting News

1 6 .
Two teams of pupils competed in the Scottish Schools regional Gymnastics Competition - one of the teams came 3rd.
Well done to the following pupils involved: : /7 & ? - 2 1
- 0
6 2 3
Congratulations to the Under 15s and Under 18s 6 23 who both won within their groups at the Perth

10s Competition which was held on 7 November 2010.

1 L

! A A

P6 pupils playing together for the first time competed ~ On 1 November, P7 pupils took part in the SFA Soccer Sevens
against five other primary schools from Perth and  Competition, at Stanley Primary School. The Team competed
Kinross on 3 November at Stanley Primary School.  against seven other teams from Primary Schools in Perth and

They performed well winning five games and losing ~ Kinross.

only one. Goals were scoredby< B 3 3
; -3 4 o2 . Special ~ This was the first time the team had played together and
mention must go to the goal keeper D despite the muddy pitch and wet weather they had an

who played exceptionally well having only two goals ~ €njoyable time.
scored against him over the five matches.

Mrs Tramontanas, Teacher of PE - with the support of a senior pupil, Lewis Shore - is currently taking a football after

school club on Thursdays for P6 and P7 pupils interested in playing for the school.

4 E 6 - A

P1 pupils attended a Gymnastics Festival with other P1 pupils from the  Cluster Schools at the Auchterarder
Gymnastics Club. The event was organised by the Gymnastics Development Officer with support from the Active
Schools Co-ordinator and school staff. Pupils were given the opportunity to jump, climb, roll and swing on lots of
different gymnastic equipment, as well as trying out the inflatable tumble track and jumping into the foam pits. As well
as having fun the pupils were able to improve their gymnastics skills in a purpose built gymnastics facility.

2 3

On 13 November < 1+ was lucky enough to be selected as a
mascot for the Scotland v New Zealand Rugby Match at Murrayfield.
Daniel ran on to the pitch with the players and stood to sing ‘Flower of
Scotland’ before watching the match. Daniel was given a Scotland Rugby
strip, a rugby ball and a poster signed by all the players. The result aside,
Daniel had a thoroughly enjoyable time.
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- D .-/
Senior pupils who are undertaking the Community Sports Leadership Award course have recently undertaken a training
course ‘Disability in Sport” and are currently assisting in delivering the Motorvate motor skills development programme
with selected pupils during registration every morning.

0 - 2
The new Skills for Work Sport and Recreation course is underway with a selection of students from S3 taking part in
gaining experience in work environments. They have visited Bells Sports Centre, Perth Leisure Pool and the Rodney
Fitness Gym in Perth to carry out questionnaires.

.- 6 represented Scotland at the European Championship
: Equestrian Vaulting which was held in Austria in August this year. She
: had also visited Belgium in May earlier in the year also representing

: Scotland.

¢ Equestrian Vaulting is basically gymnastics on horse back and Amy is

: looking forward to further competitions in 2011.

i G H has competed successfully in both dressage and
: athletics this

: season winning both of her un-affiliated dressage classes in
:September and also competing well in the "0

: being placed 2nd in the 800m and 3rd in the 70m

: hurdles,

1 0 P6 pupils were invited to the Junior Ryder Cup at Gleneagles. As
well as watching some of the best junior golfers from all over
Europe and America, they were given the opportunity to
improve their golfing skills through various putting, driving and
chipping activities with tuition being provided by P&K Primary
PE Specialists and the Active Schools Team.

Following six weeks of
training Primary 7  pupils
took their Cycling Proficiency
Test on 10 November. The
pupils had to pass a written
multiple choice answer paper
followed by a practical on
the road test which was
assessed by Rachel Ewins,
Police Road Safety Officer.

=T T

Two new trampolines are now in use in both PE lessons and extra-curricular clubs. They are proving to be a very
popular addition to the choices available in the PE Department.

4 33 " 4
A series of public events are being held to give parents, teachers and others who care about the Future of Scottish
Education the chance to air their views and have their voice heard at the highest level of government.
Michael Russell, Education Secretary will be at the event held at 3 - 0 2
! +i& . @ To register your attendance please go to:

smartercommunications@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or have your say online at: www.engageforeducation.org
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Primary 7 Nethy Bridge Trip

On 8 November, 71 Primary 7 pupils from Auchterarder, Aberuthven and Dunning primary schools departed for a
week long residential trip at the Abernethy Nethy Bridge outdoor education centre. The weather was kind and pupils
had the opportunity to canoe, raft build, orienteer, abseil, rock climb, zip wire across the loch, solve the silver maze
and explore the forest surrounding Loch Garten. This year, pupils worked towards the John Muir Discovery Award,
discovering and exploring the Cairngorm National Park, learning about conservation and sharing their experiences

e

with others. The John Muir Award is an environmental award that v :%:\,a
encourages people to connect, enjoy and care for wild places through &
a structured yet adaptable scheme. The Award is not competitive but §'g 4
challenges each participant. Taking part develops an understanding of,
and responsibility for, a chosen wild place or places.

Band Hero Transition Project

Just before the October Holidays S1 pupils gathered to prepare the final showcase day of the Band Hero Interdisciplinary
Transition Project. The project began during P7 last session in each of the cluster schools. Pupils practised with Xbox
gaming consoles, created Rock Star alter egos, and communicated using GLOW (the national education intranet) to
choose a play list of songs. They then spent two days in June together with the entire S1 intake forming rock bands,
deciding their band identity, audience and individual play lists. Following this work completed
in P7, pupils continued to refine their Band identity in term 1 of S1 in Music, CDT, Art and
Drama.

The aims of the project focus on enhancing the transition process from P7 to S1.

The Band Hero project is part of a long term study being carried out by Dundee University into
Games Based Learning and its effectiveness during transition from primary to secondary. The
initial stage 1 findings are very positive.

The final day drew together each of the individual aspects of the project, with pupils
showcasing their work to an audience of this years Primary 7 pupils, starting the transition
process for this group.

-3 -

< 1 3

Higher History Day incorporating elements of the new
Higher History Curriculum put on by the Black Watch
Museum Education Service. It was a one-day event on 24
November and our Higher History pupils were joined by
pupils from Wallace High School in Stirling. The event was
entitiled ‘Scotland and the Impact of the Great War 1914 -
1928. As well as speakers from the Black Watch who
spoke on The Scottish Military Traditon and The
Organisation of the Army and also the Battle of Loos, Mr
George Webster, Lecturer at St Andrews University gave a
keynote speech - ‘Haig: The Man behind the Mask’. This
was a very successful event of tremendous educational
value to this group of pupils.

As part of the End Polio Now Campaign the
Auchterarder Rotary Club organised local school
in the planting of purple crocus bulbs in their
school grounds. 1600 crocus bulbs were planted
by the Duke of Edinburgh Supported Group on
the ‘Welcome’ roundabout at the approach to
the school campus.
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D B J
A small team of S1 pupils went to Kilsyth Academy on
Monday 8 November. Rebecca Webster and Lucy Potter
reported— “we really enjoyed the Quiz because it was
very different to our usual day. The prizes were

wonderful and we were lucky enough to win a book each.

They also had authors Cathy MacPhail and Katie Grant
who had some of their many books on sale and were
signing their books for us. We thoroughly enjoyed our
day and would love to go back again”. Rebecca and Lucy
were joined on the team by Laura McWhinnie, Fhinan
Beyts and Megan Carter.

DA A A A A A S A A A A A A A A (A (A (A e A A e A g A g A g A g A g A e A g g A g A g A g A g A g A g A g A g A g A G A A A A A
Ag Ad
e )K ? . - e
¢ PAUL DEVONSHIRE, HEAD CHEF AT GLENEAGLES came to work with S5/6 Intermediate 2 Hospitality. A ¥¢
¥¢ great session where Paul and Gleneagles provided the ingredients and expertise for the pupils to make Yt
¥ Coquille Saint Jacques — a scallop dish served in the shell, which is a regular part of the Strathearn fine ¥

4 dining menu at Gleneagles. e
A A
¥ . ¥
ARSI NG SQi S Agigi e s ARASASIG IS ISASiS B D die

N

" The Nursery children came back from the

00\
<

Commonwealth Games.

They learned about different countries of the
cg@¥ Commonwealth and tasted foods from around %egs
% the world. :

-_ After the opening ceremony they participated in -
9;‘ ¥ sporting events that included, races, gymnastics, %4 "
- javelin and ball games. The week ended with the , Y
f®) Ppresentation of gold medals. Well done to all @
‘g P° the teams! As a result of the fun  provided by “egms®
the gymnastics the children are all now ®

part|C|pat|ng in gymnastics taster sessions run by
¥ the  Gymnastics Club.

by Now they are learning all about the story of the ™
first Christmas through the musical drama of The
: ¥ Sleepy Shepherd.

0D 3 3

In order to celebrate the recent European Day of
Languages, Miss Buchanan Teacher of Modern
Languages organised a poster competition for

pupil in S1 - S3.

Entries were of a very high standard but the
eventual winners were:-

" 2
" 6 A ! G H
1 2
& " ! 4/ -
6 D
6 9 A

Congratulations to all the prize winners and a big
thank you from the Modern Languages Department
to all those who took part.




w < 3

The Modern Studies and Home Economics
Department have been working together to
produce excellent homemade baked items to sell to
the other pupils.

The project involved the pupils being split in to 2
teams. The first team of pupils were the bakers.
This team had to make 2 batches of each product —
1 being made with as many Fair Trade products as
possible and the other being made with regular non
Fair Trade products.

The cakes were then sold by the second team, the
marketing team. These pupils had to use their
knowledge of Fair Trade, which they had been
learning about in Modern Studies, and sell these
products at a higher revenue than the regular cakes.

The pupils worked extremely hard and sold out of
Fair Trade cakes quicker than non Fair Trade.

A healthy profit of £45 was made and is being sent
to the “Bake a Difference” Cake sale organised by
Concern Worldwide.

D 1

Award winning children’s author Linda Strachan recently visited
the school and conducted Creative Writing Workshops for
Standard grade pupils. Linda is well known for writing books
for younger children, especially the Hamish McHaggis series,
but has recently tried her hand at writing for young adults. Both
her recently published books for teenagers have been on
constant loan from the school’s Learning Resource Centre since
her visit - a resounding endorsement of her work from our
pupils. During the lunchtime, on the day of her visit, Linda
visited the Creative Writing Workshop which is run by English
Teacher, Miss Tancock.

0L

The Support for Learning Department held a Christmas Café for staff on the 13th December. Feedback was
that the Staff very much enjoyed this whole school experience. The children who took part were involved in a
wide variety of Curriculum for Excellence subjects which included developed numeracy, literacy and social skills
and especially enjoyed the experience and the cakes!

Vol 25 20 2 2 2 2 a2 2 2 2 2 2 Ja V!

. 0

An evening of music, poems and readings
was held on the 14th December in the
Auchterarder Parish Church. As we have
come to expect from these events the
evening was hugely entertaining and the
standard of performance was exceptional.
This was organised by Mrs Frances Gillies
and her Music Department.

Thanks to all who attended and supported
the evening including staff and pupils for
their performances and assistance, Rev
Campbell, Mr Bryn Rees and Administrative/
Janitorial Staff.

CLLLLLLLLLLS

CEEEEEEEESS

N Regrettably, due to the severe weather, the performance of

NP IS OSSP

‘Snow White & the 7 Dwalfs’ planned for 15 & 16 December
had to be cancelled.
An abridged version of the Panto will be performed in front of

pupils on Wednesday, 22 December.
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After School Sports Clubs

TP
1 -0 . "
& Y)M*@& . 2 3  coaching sessions taken by Peter Cook, Rugby Development Officer and
George Lauder, School Sport Coach for P4/5 and P6/7 pupils.
: &) YM*(& . for P4, P5, P6 and P7 pupils, taken by Mrs Clifford, PE Teacher and Iain Cot-
. ter,  Community Coach.
: & HDM*{ ). - . - . for pupils in P5, P6 and P7, taken by Miss Sian Davies, Dance
. Teacher.
. & YM*& . 6 taken by Miss Auld, PE Teacher and Victoria Beattie Gymnastics Coach.
&) YM*(& : taken by Mrs Clifford, PE Teacher and Miss Livigstone, Primary Teacher
&) YM*[& " for pupils in P6 and P7, taken by Mrs Tramontanas, PE Teacher and Lewis
Shore, S5.

There are no After School Sports Clubs at the moment for pupils in the early years due to the lack of volunteers.
. Active Schools will be running a training morning for volunteers in the new year. If you would like to help out

with After School Clubs please contact Roz Findlay, Active Schools Coordinator on 661310.
_0 . n :
&%) " *i*). - S1 and S2 Boys taken by Mr Crawford, Biology Teacher. .
&i*) " )i 2 3 S1and S2 Boys taken by Mr Shore, PE Teacher. .
&i*) " )i < for Girls and Boys S1 - S6 taken by Ms Hannah, English Teacher.
&1*) " )i 2 3 S1-5S6 Girls, taken by Mr Shore, PE Teacher. :
* )"l ). for S1 - S3 Girls, taken by Brooke Bell, Dance Teacher.
&i*) " )i - S1 - S6 Girls and Boys taken by Miss Auld, PE Teacher. .
&%) " *i*). - S1 - S3 Girls taken by Miss Ireland, Science Teacher. :
&*) " i - 2 3 S3and S4 Boys taken by Mr Shore. :
There are also two lunchtime * for Secondary pupils - Girls and Boys from S1 - S6 on Mondays and -
Wednesdays in the gym, supervised by Mrs Tramontanas, Teacher of PE and a new Trampoline Club for S1 -S6
Other News Updates I
" 1 . - A
Former pupil * has now become a Doctor of Philosophy in Organic Chemistry. She has gained this

qualification at the University of Leeds. We wish Fiona all the very best for the future.

<
As a result of book sales the school has earned >&##i( commission and this will enable us to purchase extra resources
for school. Many thanks to everyone concerned.

2 E 3 - -
This year's winner is — . His drawing will feature on the posters which will be produced to advertise the
Young Musician Competition which is to take place on the 24th March, 2011.....well done, Alec!

1 3 .

Mrs Kerry Tuffee of ? 3 will be coming into Nursery and Primary in early March 2011 to take individual /
family photographs of pupils. Mrs Tuffee has very kindly offered to donate 35% of all sales made to the School.
Further details will follow in the New Year. . 1 3 . will also be coming into school next term to take

class photographs of Secondary pupils.
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