The Community School of Auchterarder Y}
Newsletter
Winter 2011 ‘ _

This Newsletter can be viewed in full colour on The Community School of Auchterarder
websited Top downloadsd Newslettersd Winter 2011.
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* * * * * * * * * * z:% Spirit of Christmas Concert :
: . i Tuesday 13 December
* Christmas Services P y i
* Auchterarder Parish ‘> Pupils from Primary and Secondaryﬁ:
Church «w entertained a large number of parents and ¢
* ‘f"“ friends at the annual Christmas concert, held ¢ ““
Thursday 22 December & in the Parish Church. g@
@ There were musical items performed by the «m

*: wind band, senior and junior brass bands, ““
i« string orchestra, guitar and Woodwmd
w ensembles, the choir and a vocal solo by«w
'f" Jenny Shields S6, all of which enthralled ““
the very appreciative audience. =~¢
A variety of seasonal readings were¢

w 5
* There will be a collection for ¥ delivered with humour and smcerlty giving a “w_ _
ﬁw\real iSNisen of o0The Spoirfit

Chil drends Hospi a't
Scotland (CHAS) at this service @ Yet agaln our puplls were a credlt to the «m
0‘* school and we are all very proud of their ﬂ“

§
‘;a achievements. ¢

¢ ¢'§
' FEEREEEE E R

Page 1 Contact us: The Community School of Auchterarder, New School Lane, Auchterarder, PH3 1BL
Tel: 01764 662182 Fax: 01764 663762
E-mail: Auchterarder@pkc.gov.uk  Web: www.tcsoa.com

* Primary 11.15am & 12noon
Secondary 2.30pm 9 3.20pm

Family and friends are cordially
* invited
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Dates for your Diary

School will close for the Winter Break on Friday, 23rd December at 12 Noon

k3

Session 20116 2012 Term 3

R R P R R R R e R R PRI

Wed 11 Jan
Thurs 12 Jan
Tues 17 Jan
Thurs 19 Jan
2017127 Jan
Mon 23 Jan
Tues 24 Jan
Wed 25 Jan

28 Jand 4 Feb

Thurs 2 Feb
Thurs 2 Feb
Mon 6 Feb
Wed 8 Feb
130 24 Feb
Mon 13Feb
Mon 13 Feb
Wed 15 Feb
16117 Feb
Tues 21 Feb
Wed 29 Feb
Wed 29Feb
Thurs 1 Mar
Thurs 1 Mar
50 17 Mar
Thurs 8 Mar
Wed 14 Mar
Tues 20 Mar
Tues 20 Mar
Wed 21 Mar
210 22 Mar
Thurs 21 Mar
Mon 26 Mar
Tues 27 Mar
Tues 27 Mar
Fri 30 Mar

30 Mard 4 Apr

Fri 30 Mar
Mon 16 Apr
Tues 17 Apr

S5/6 Conferences, Assembly Hall

Parent Council Meeting, 7.00pm, Board Room

S5/ 6 Parent s 87.45pneAssemigy Hall. 15
HPV vaccinations (mop up)

Connecting Classrooms trip to Bangladesh (staff only)

S4 Reports issued to parents

Nursery Evening Drop-in 6.008 7.00pm

Burnds Day

Ski Trip to Tignes, France departs

UK Intermediate Maths Challenge, S4

Parent Council Meeting, 7.00pm, Boardroom

CEOP/ Restorative
P7 Enterprising Maths Event, 9.00and 12.30pm, Assembly Hall
S5/6 Study Leave and Prelims

S2 Reports issued to parents

House Matches, SB S3

In-Service Day 4 (school open to staff only)

Mid-Term Holiday

Primary Achievements Assembly

S2 Careers Day with Gleneagles

Td/IPV Vaccinations

HPV Vaccinations

Parent Council Meeting, 7.00pm, Boardroom

Perform in Perth

S2 Parentsb®d
S5/6 Conference, Assembly Hall
Parentsd Evening,
Int 2/Higher MER trip to Loch Leven
Parentsd Evening,
S2, S4 and S5 Course Choice Day
S2, S4 abd S5 Course Choice Parent Contact Evening, 6.08 8.30pm, LRC
S5/6 Reports issued to parents

Rotary Young Musician of the Year, Assembly Hall

House Matches, SB S3

End of Term Services, Secondary 12.1% 12.45, Primary 28 3pm Parish Church
Football trip to Valencia

Last day of term

In-Service Day 5

Start of Spring Termd pupils return to school

oBB0pmer y/ Pri mary 6.

oOOpmer y/ Pri mary 3.

P & 9.00pmt, AsfemiiywHaln i ng, 7.

Eveni &a%. P em,e nRarn é roth<.d@5prE\b

0

3

Staff Updates

00

1 Congratulations to Mr B Henderson and his wife on the recent birth of their baby daughter - Martha.
Returns from Maternity Leave

|l

|l

We welcome back Mrs J Tramontanas, Primary PE Teacher who returned back to work on
17 November following maternity leave. Special thanks goes to Miss S Auld for providing PE cover
since August.
We also welcome back Mrs S Caudrey, Teacher of Maths who will return to work on 9 January 2012.
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Success in Literacy and Maths

S1, Matthew White
S2 and Ailsa Sloan S1 receive their
certificates and prizes from Quizmaster Wayne Mills who
hails from Auckland, New Zealand.

Pupils Charis McCrosson S,

Laura McWhinnie

Ki dsodé Lit

Qui z

Two teams recently took part in the West of
Scotland Heat which was held at Kilsyth Academy.
Kidsdé Lit Quiz is a gl

aged 100 13 years. Auchterarder Team 1 did
particularly well coming second in the competition.
There were 30 competing teams from state and
private schools from the West of Scotland.

D b

Enterprising Mathematics

Thi s i s a Nati onal Co

event was held at the University of Glasgow on
the 14 November with 56 schools from both the
public and private sector taking part. The winners
on the day were George Watson's College. More
importantly the Auchterarder team were placed
sixth overall. Congratulations for a very creditable
perfornfafc&ustigd tb iAkdRRw Wélrr S£ Aidc!
Sloan S4, Duncan Wither S3 and Matthew

nget it

dqdren

Jenkins S3 (shown left to right in the photo).

Messy Play for Parents and
Under 3606s

Fun, friendly, free and MESSY!
The best bit is that you do not have the
AMESSO at home, it
So come and join in the fun!!!!
Open to parents with children aged 3 and
under.
Starting in January
For more information, contact
Morven Campbell (Community Link
Worker) on
01764 661238 or via school reception

New Depute Head Teacher

(Primary)

We are delighted to welcome this term Mrs
Anna Nesbitt as our new Primary Depute
Headteacher to replace Mr Andrew Clark. Mrs
Nesbitt will be responsible for pupils in the P5-7
stage. Mrs Nesbitt has settled in well and is
getting to know the pupils, if you want to
|| contactdherrregayding any issi¢ regarding your
child please feel free to do so.
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Higher History Day

On 24™ November the Black Watch Museum
Education Service presented a full day of
lectures and workshops to pupils in S5 and
S6 who are studying Higher History. We
were joined by 50 pupils and staff from
Perth High School.

The event was entitted 6 Scot | and
Impact of the Great War 1914 i 28and
relates directly to the Higher course while
allowing pupils to access a great range of
primary sources including uniforms, archive
film and a range of documents from the
time. General Sir Alistair Irwin also came to
deliver a l ecture
Contribution to the
very informative and added to the great
educational value of the day.

()

Pupil Support (Guidance ) News/Update

Mrs Kelly and Mrs McNally,Principal Teachers, Guidancg
are currently working hard to ensure that all UCAS
applicant s 6 aregpfemmmredandtready tosend
by the end of December. Pupils and parents are reminded
of the very strict deadlines. Anyone also wishing to apply
for a College course beginning in September 2012 are
also urged to submit their applications soon if they have
\r,lﬁ?t already done so. This may apply to current S4s as

I\l és /6 pupils. A separate letter will follow for S4

pupils considering this option; pupils should see Guidance
staff as part of this process.

Careers appointments resume in January.

S5/6 to art in PKCs Safe Drive, Stay Alive, which

Iwas Wel gndeAd k%/%I\EP_ter{h larid lI)<inross schools on the

5F Nove Bef. OrhisVWas Cah timg\f)f’l Feminder of the
responsibilities facing young drivers of the future. Thanks

to all staff who attended and supported this event.

I B B BB EEEEEREERERR
Chess News

|
n

In November, four pupils took part in the

Fair City Chess Competition for P5 and
under . Al t hough the

heat they did exceptionally  well
considering that they only started playing

chess 3 weeks prior to the tournament!

The team consistedd Cai | ean ©4
Alex Ribieiro -Carson P4, Cameron

Rattray P4 and Kaitlyn Stirling  P5.

Pupils who used to come to chess but are
now restricted by the after school rugby
club are very welcome to come along until
rugby recommences after the February
mid-term break.

The club is open to all pupils P46 P7 and is
on Mondays after school in LRC. Al
abilities including beginners are very
welcome. Further information from Mrs
Philpott in the Learning Resource Centre.

B RN NN NN N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NENRNNENNNNN

%

Rotary Youth Leadership Award

Congratulations go to Sophie Gothard
S5 and Josh Watters  S6, who, following
recent interviews with local Rotarians
t e a fwerel isdlectédt tow attend t thee RYLA
Summer Camp at Abernethy next
summer.

eilly

Help for Secondary Pupils taking
exams

SCHOLAR is one of the world's larges
school e-learning education programmes
and it is available to every pupil studying
Intermediate  Maths and Highers/
Advanced Highers in almost every schooll
in Scotland. If your son/daughter does
not have a SCHOLAR password, pleasg¢
encourage him or her to ask their teacher
for this.

SCHOLAR has produced a Parerft
Information leafletd Login and Learnd
which is available to download from the
school website in the Parentzone area.

BN EEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEECEEEEEEENEERNEN,]
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Duke of Edinburgh Awards

Well done and congratulations to the following S5 pupils!
9 pupils will be awarded their Bronze Duke of Edindurgh certificate and badge at the end of term
Christmas Service in Auchterarder Parish Church

Sarah Mitchell ,Rohan Beyts. Stuart Watson, Lily Dyer, Miranda Radley, Georgie Shepherd,
Maryth Hunter, Eilish Syme and Logan Parr

They can now go on and gain their silver Award.

A special mention _ must go to - Catherine MacLaren S6. Catherine has shown an enormous amount
of commitment and enthusiasm for the Duke of Edinburgh programme and is commended on gaining
her Gold DoE award through the DoE Open group in Perth. Catherine will receive her award at
Holyrood Palace next summer.

L]

4
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S3 Trip to Gleneagles

On 9 December, Mi ss Crookds S3 English puryg

class, visited The British School of Falconry at The Gleneagles Hotel for a flying
demonstration. Each member of the class was given the chance to fly Heather, the Harris
hawk which was undoubtedly a highlight of the afternoon. The group was then treated to an
exciting display by Neville, a peregrine falcon, and finally, were introduced to Fatima (or
AFattyo!) the stunning golden eagl e.

Pupils described

their visit as nbrill iTawet
may have a few buddi [

ing falconers in our mi

Many thanks go to Duncan, from the Falconry School, for sharing his knowledge and  ex-
pertise and also for his patience and encouragement; also to The Gleneagles Hotel for
providing such an entertaining, informative and memorable afternoon.

In the picture S3 pupils
with Duncan from The
British  School of
Falconry, Gleneagles
Hotel. Aaron Milne
strokes Neville the
peregrine falcon

VYVVYVV N
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Piping and Drumming

Pictured are some of the
pupils who receive lessons in
chanter and pipe band drum-
ming.

This new Music Department
initiative, which was launched
in September, is an exciting
collaborative opportunity for
our pupils to work with David
Ross, Drumming Instructor,
and Greig Canning, Piping
Instructor, of D2 Percussion.
While Greig is a well -

respected Pipe Major, David
plays with the Red Hot Chilli
Pipers.

Home Economics Department 6 Update

S5/6 Hospitality pupils had the huge privilege of working with Paul Devonshire, Head Chef of
the Strathearn Restaurant at Gleneagles, on 2 occasions this term, making Thai green curry,
rice and naan bread, and mince pies using short crust and Viennese pastries. Working with such
a highly skilled professional is of vast importance in raising pupil expectations and achievement.

S3 Hospitality pupils worked incredibly hard to produce mini Christmas cakes for selling at the
school Christmas Fair. The fruit cakes were covered with marzipan, iced to a high standard and
were decorated with hand crafted snow men. The cakes were a huge success at the fair and all
sold out. This talented, hard working class also turned their hand to making the refreshments
for the Christmas concert at the Parish Church. They made a delicious variety of shortbread and
chocolate truffles, which were all very much appreciated by the audience.

Nursery News

Nursery children are up to their ears in
glitter, making Christmas decorations
and pictures and learning new songs
and games. They have been very busy
learning all about the first Christmas by
practising the all singing, all dancing
ARSI eepy Shepherdo. F
their Christmas parties giving their own
ideas for food, decorations and party
games.
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News from P5/6, P6/7 and P7 Pupils

§As part of our language topic this term Primary 6/7 and Primary 7 have enjoyed adapting 6 A Chr i:st ma s
:Car oby&harles Dickens for the stage! Following weeks of hard work writing scripts, we entertained parents :
:and friends over two performances, with everyone taking part. Thanks to the help of Mr Brown, Music Dept, :
: we also learned some of the songs from The Muppets Christmas Carol movie. :

P6 were given the opportunity to try canoeing on Loch Tay . In November 12 children went by mini bus with :
: Mr Boyd and Mrs Miller. We played lots of games in the water. Our favourite was Toss the Duck which Was§
great fun. We had 2 instructors and worked in teams. Before lunch we let our canoes take us down the stream. :
: We also saw a lot of wildlife along the way. We learned lots and had a great day out. :

: In November P5/6F went to Edinburgh to an Authors Live event where we were entertained by the Horrible

History illustrator Martin Brown. Martin made us laugh so much he could have been a comedian. He gave:
: us some fantastic drawing tips and we can all draw much better now. When his presentation was over, we
twent to Chamber Street Museum. We split into two group

: to see all of it but what we did see was great! Altogether it was a great trip.

Rotary Poster Competition Vol 22 22 a0 2 2 Jh 2h 20 2 2 J Ja Ja ¥/
& P4 News v

Each year the Auchterarder and District Rotary 4
Club runs a poster competition to support the 4 Both P4 classes are looking forward to
Young Musician of the Year competition which sharing some of their learning about
takes place in March each year. This year the & their topic this term when they perform g
winning entry was a montage of printmaking | 4 their play about the Jewish celebration of ¢
by S2 pupilsd 4, Hanukkah on the 21 December for @
Katie  Flannigan, Samantha Binnie, 4, Parents/carers. The children have written s
Michael Sinclair, Klaudia Molenda, Laura the play themselves.
McWhinnie and Amy Gullen 4 g
Well done to all who took part. AN N QN NN N N N S S el

Nz

7N Cathy MacPhail visits Auchterarder

Alz
7N

alz On 1 October, S1 pupils were treated to a visit from best-

7N\ selling Scottish author, Cathy MacPhail. Cathy has writ-
2i€ ten a host of novels including Run  Zan Run,
MzBaby, Dead M atheONeme€is serges gnd the
/N Tyler Lawless series.

'}.é Out of the Depths s the first in the Tyler Lawless

Algz series and the pupils were encouraged to enter a

::: competition to create a video trailer which could be used

72~as the official trailer wup
AMzCat hy 6 s rAaahernMe is beind géven the block-
\': buster treatment and is going to be released under the
7~ new title of Panda Eyes .

934 The pupils enjoyed a fun, motivating and thought
Niprovoking account of Cat h
N divulged where and how she draws inspiration for her

\\W/ .
2K plots. Thanks to the staff at Auchterarder Library for | Cathy shows off herlatestbook | 2&
Out of the Depths

-}:é arranging this visit for us. e

Page 7



Primary Pupil Council

The Primary Pupil Council has started to meet regularly with Mrs Nesbitt and Mrs Bradbury to discuss
a range of issues within the school. The Pupil Council members are;

Chair Eu an O b6 RPE,iVicéd @hair lain Reid P7, Secretary Elizabeth MacRae P7, Vice
Secretaries Adam Bennett P7 and Oliver Lewin P6, Treasurers Kelly McNamara , Ross
Geddes and Ella Majeau ; Council Members: Harriet Morley  P5, Roma Fraser P5, Millie
Howard PS5, Kirsty McArthur  P5, Ellen MacFarlane P4, Murray Kwiatkowski P4, Andrew
MacFarlane P4 and Millie Meldrum -MacNab P4.

;Mzm

We are looking forward to making a difference in the school and are going to take suggestions from
our classes and bring these to the meetings. Our main focus next term will be on improving our
playground and making sure that everyone enjoys playtimes.

We will also be working with the Secondary Pupil Council to discuss whole school issues and organise
events. If you are in the Primary building, please have a look at our new noticeboard to find out what
we have been doing.

Extended Learning & Achievement Visit Secondary Football Success

In September the school had a visit from the Perth & Kinross | n
Extended, Learning & Achievemgn

November our
ttearh @nrthe Perth hrel Kikiross pre-1

self-evaluation and focus on learning and teaching. In the course
of the visit, they observed teaching and learning in both the

Primary and Secondary departments and focused on Support for
Pupils Department. and specific departments within the
Secondary: Social Subjects, Maths, Modern Languages and
Science. In the course of the visit they spoke to staff, Senior
Management and groups of parents. The report is in draft and a
parent report will be sent out in the new year. The findings of
the report celebrate the positive aspects of the school and will
help us shape our developments and priorities for the future.

Christmas inter-schools football
league. We beat St Johns Academy
in the final 2-0 with goals from
Matthew Aitken  and Liam Welsh

(S2 pupil who was playing for the S3
team). The boys played very well
throughout the tournament, working

constructively as a team and
conducting themselves in a manner
that reflected very favourably upon
the school.
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Changes to the Award of the O0Perth & Kifnros
Background

Traditionally it has been the practice to award the Perth & Kinross Medallion (School Dux) to the pupil
with highest estimated SQA results based on classwork/internal assessment and S5 prelim results. The
medal was presented at the Annual Awards Ceremony. This is a practice that has been in place for
many years.

Change to Procedure

Given that we now get much more accurate infoli
award (Higher), it seems only fair that the medal is awarded to the pupil with the best actual results
in S5. Therefore the proposal will be that the Perth & Kinross Medallion (School Dux) will be
announced in August when the SQA results are published. The pupil achieving the award will be
presented with their medal at the Awards Ceremony the following June. It is the intention to
implement these new changes this session. Consequently there will have to be an overlap year when
two pupils from the same year group are awarded medals.

This year we are delighted to announce that Robyn Macrae will be awarded the Perth & Kinross
Medallion (School Dux) for session 201%12. Robyn will receive her medal at the June 2012 Awards
Ceremony.

mat i

£
Emergency School Closure Information

AVA AVA AVA AYA A% A% A% A% AV AVA AVA VA VA &
Please ensure we have up to date emergency Young Photographer Competition ﬂ

contact details.  Groupcall text messages will be

sent from the school in the event of an emergency
school closure. In addition, announcements will
also be made through the following sources:
Perth & Kinross website at:
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/Education+and+learning/
Schools/School+closures.htm

Radio Tay (AM 1584 & 1161/ FM 102.8)
*Radio Central (FM 103.1)
*Radio Heartland FM (FM 97.5 & 106.6)
*Where severe weather is widespread

PKC Customer Service Centre: 0845 3011100 or
01738 475000 (main Council line)
PKC Twitter: @PerthandKinross

Once emergency procedures are in place for school
closure, the school telephone lines are closed and
only the emergency line - 01764 661262 remains
open for parents contacting the school to advise of
alternative arrangements for their child(ren) on
that day.

This year the Auchterarder and District
Rotary Club have launched a new compe-
titiond Young Photographer of the
Year. The competition is open to any§
young person in the following age groups
who attend The Community School of%

Auchterarder:-

Junior - aged 78 10 years
Intemediate - aged 118 13 years

Senior - aged 149 17 years
(ages at 31 August 2011)

for the cpmpe
Entries

The t heme
at Wor k 6.
30 March 2012.

available from Mrs Bayne in the Art

%u st
Further information and entry forms are
Department or from school reception. §

BAVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AVA AV A7A A7A VA VA A4 A A A% A A /=

Primary School Meals & Payments
There is an increasing amount of time placed on Admin staff to chase up outstanding school
meals payments, via telephone calls and letters to parents and carers.

Please help to alleviate this issue by ensuring that regular payments are made to the school in

advance of the meal being taken.

From the New Year, regular balance statements will be

sent out to all parents and carers for each child in receipt of school meals.
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P E and Active Schools Update & Primary

Rugby Festival : At the start of term all Primary 6/7 pupils from the cluster primary schools received
6 weeks touch rugby coaching from Ross Johnston, an apprentice coach from Crieff and Strathearn
Rugby Club. Each school then entered teams in a cluster rugby festival held at The Community Schoo
of Auchterarder on 25™ October.

130 children in 16 teams took part. The winners were the Lions team from Auchterarder and the Fair
Play Award went to the teams from Blackford.

Following on from this, Ross has been taking a rugby after school club on a Monday night at The
Community School of Auchterarder which is open to Primary 4-7 pupils from the cluster.

Hockey: A very popular hockey after school club for Primary 4-7 pupils taken by Mrs Clifford with
support from senior pupils takes place on Wednesdays. At the end of last session pupils took part in a
|hockey festival held at The Community School of Auchterarder involving pupils from other hockey after
school clubs within the cluster. Congratulations to Matthew White  S1, Somhairle Fraser P7 and Ben
Quigley P7 who attended trials and have been selected for the Perth and Kinross U14 hockey team.
Football:  Football after school club for P6/7 pupils is taken by Mr Boyd on Thursdays. The P7 team
recently took part in the SFA Soccer 76s completit
playing in very muddy conditions® they won 3 matches, drew 2 and lost only 1 coming a credible 3 ™.
Unfortunately the P6 event had to be postponed because of bad weather. Both teams took part in the
cluster festival held at Strathearn Community Campus on 2™ December although not all matches were
able to be completed due to high winds and heavy rain.

Fun in Athletics:  All Primary 7 pupils took part in an indoor Athletics Festival held at Strathearn
Community Campus at the end of November. They competed against teams from other schools in the
cluster and this involved taking part in a variety of running, jumping and throwing events. The team
came3dbehi nd St . Dominicds and the winners from Cfief

Fun in Athletics event at Strathearn Community Campus

Arrangements for Next Term: Primary Gymnastics, Dance, Karate and Basketball after schodg
clubs will re-convene week commencing 17th January 2012. Rugby, Football and Hockey will start again
after the mid -term break in February, depending upon the weather.

Gold Star Awards:  The following pupils received a Certificate from Mrs Tramontanas for reaching 5
Gold Stars in the PE Rising Star Awards. Stars are awarded in each PE lesson to those who stand out fg
behaviour, effort, assistance, teamwork or skill.

P2/3 Jay Barnes, Lewis Kipps, Brooke McDonald, Rosie Ritchie, Hamish Tuffee
PAPGE|l | a Sher bor ne, Cail ean O6Rei |l |y, Luke Maj elau
Alex Bramwell and Kian Bentley and Isla Henderson

P4SBTom Morton, Robyn McLaren, Craig Main, Cameron MacGillivray, Murray Kwiatkowski,
Anna Kennedy, Billy Fyfe, Hannah Colthart

P7M Somhairle Fraser

=
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