THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL OF AUCHTERARDER
MINUTES OF PARENT COUNCIL MEETING

3 SEPTEMBER 2009 

	Present:
	Gordon McLeay, Tim Jolley, Brenda Simpson, Judy Fraser, M Bathgate, Barbara Boyd, Andy Schofield, Helen Schofield, Anthea Coulter, Gabi Watt (Head Girl), Sarah Langlands (Deputy Head Girl), Carolyn Nelson, Fiona Checketts, Vivien Stewart, Sue Rogers, Mark Imrie, Cathleen Imrie

	Apologies:
	Fiona McFarlane, Gillian O’Reilly, Ian Campbell

	cc:
	Gillian Brand, P&KC, Pullar House

Sarah Paterson, Dunning Primary Parent Council

Head Teacher, Blackford Primary School

Penny Lewis, Aberuthven Primary Parent Council


	Topic
	Discussion
	Action

	Membership of Parent Council
	· Gordon e-mailed Fiona McFarlane and she is happy not to be an official member of the PC but will attend meetings when she can.
	

	Sub-Groups’ Reports
	· Health Promotion:  Carolyn went to the meeting and reported that it has been suggested to have a Health Promotion week with P7 fun athletics on 25 November. Other suggestions for the Health Promotion week were for tasting sessions, CPR sessions and encouraging parents to get involved.  Judy also suggested a breast awareness evening.  Barbara said that the school is running Heart Start for P5-S2 - the NHS contact is Helen Brady.  Carolyn to get back to Alison regarding how the letter for Health Promotion needs to be drafted.

· Communication:  Andy reported that the website is still under development and we should see results over the next few weeks.

· Fundraising:  There is not a PC fundraising group at present and Brenda has drafted a flyer try to encourage parents to get involved.  The school has a strategic group with primary and secondary staff, a parental group and a pupil group and they are currently awaiting proposals to come through before moving forward.  Brenda could be the link to that group and Barbara to include her as an e-mail contact.  There will be a school open evening meeting in November and this could be used to highlight the fundraising group and also be used for various Parent Council promotion and issues.  Barbara to e-mail PC all open evening dates.  The Parent Council have decided that they will try to arrange the Halloween Disco.
	C Nelson

A Schofield

B Simpson

B Boyd

B Boyd

All

	Matters Arising from Minutes of Meeting 25/06/09
	· Make up and hair demonstration:  This has been organised for November 2009.  Brenda to make contact with Louisa to organise.

· Primary playground – space and drainage:  Judy spoke to Andrew Clark who reported that they are planning to have the primary playground barked with a trim track.  The benches were given by another committee and they would have to be contacted before the benches could be moved.  Barbara reported that some work has been done with drainage pipes in the car park but was unsure about the playground.  Rob Rice deals with maintenance of the play areas and Gordon will contact him regarding the fabric of the play area.  Judy suggested this could be part of a whole overhaul of play area.  

· Submission of new members of OSCAR: Judy has most of the OSCAR signatures and will chase up the remaining few.

· Gift Aid for trophy:  Judy spoke to Alison Mitchell following the prize giving event and she will not be gift aiding the donation.  It appears that the donation has not been received yet and Barbara will chase this up.
· Correspondence issues from last meeting: Mark and Cathleen Imrie attended the meeting to chase up the e-mail they had sent to PC at the last meeting.  The service bus to Castleton has either no seat belts, or lap belts or seat belts that were only available in the first four seats.  It is not a legal requirement for service buses.  Barbara stated that contracted or service buses were not the direct responsibility of the school and were managed by the local transport authority, the school were only responsible for children getting on the buses safely and on the correct bus at the end of the day.  Gordon will contact Andrew Warrington regarding the issue and ask for clarification on the matter.

· Barbara also stated that supervision of children getting off the buses in the morning was not the responsibility of the school.  Children remained the responsibility of the parents until the school bell.  

· Bullying – Any incidents of bullying should be reported direct to school.  The school has an anti-bullying policy, and a leaflet is given out to all secondary pupils with clear structures set out. Should incidents arise children can talk to their Guidance teacher.  Gabi also reported that Prefects also monitor the situation.

· Cycling – Barbara and M Bathgate stated that the school were not able to encourage cycling to school or make provisions for children to cycle to and from school as the main road and school lane were extremely busy.  Children supervised by their parents and children who have passed their proficiency test are allowed to bring bikes to school.

· ECO-schools – this is part of the improvement plan for the secondary school. 

· Science - Julie Ireland delivers science to pupils from P5 upwards.  If parents would like to get involved Julie would be the contact for this.  Gillian will get in touch with Barbara directly.
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	Clerk to the Parent Council
	· There have been 2 applications, Judy, Tim and Gordon will check the applications and make a decision shortly.
	J Fraser/G McLeay/T Jolley

	Head Boy/Girl Report
	· Gordon informed Gabi and Sarah how they can report to the PC in future.  Gabi stated that both seniors and Prefects may be able to help with future events such as the Halloween Disco.
	

	Head Teacher/ Deputy HT Reports
	· Barbara went through the school improvement plan and local management group.  All staff are involved in various groups, on inset days, and through other opportunities. The school may ask the PC or contact parents direct on how to get involved.  Barbara will be happy to present the full improvement plan at a future meeting once PC members have had the opportunity to read through the whole document.

· Barbara reported that they had been extremely busy due to staff changes, there are 5 new probationary teachers, a new job share in secondary Maths, Donna Jenkins and Alison Littlejohns returned from Maternity Leave.  Lisa Milburn joined from Dunning Primary, Morag Irving acting PT Pupil Support, Sarah Garrow is the LRC assistant and Deputy Head Teacher Neil Panton is on sick leave and short-term acting post advertised.  Had to re-arrange management structure due to various changes.  

· Nursery is now a Hub, with 8 full time places available.  Alison Littlejohns is taking this forward including parenting groups.  Persuading parents to arrive on time is the main issue as this is causing problems for staff having time for lunch between sessions.
· School Uniform: After a few initial teething problems the school uniform system is well underway. 

· Vandalism, over the summer youths got into the primary school area and smashed windows and paving stones, police are dealing this but have not yet completed their investigations.  
· Barbara raised concerns over the frequency of parent council meetings, once a term is the norm. Various proposals were put forward including, one main meeting once a term but sub-group meetings monthly or meetings alternate months.  It was felt that to enable things to move forward a monthly meeting should held, but that teaching staff to try and attend every second meeting.  This is to be discussed further.  Judy suggested we should have firmer deadlines.
	All


	Treasurer Report
	· Judy to contact Stella to settle outgoings to school including £850, various invoices and poetry awards.
	J Fraser



	Corresondence
	-
	

	Workplan for 

2009-2010
	-
	

	AOCB
	· Fiona informed us that Dunning were having their Christmas Fair on 5th December.  PC to decide whether TCSOA will also be able to hold a Christmas Fair.

· There is concern that no-one is on the Primary gate in the morning and children are able to walk out unsupervised.  Barbara stated that this is parental responsibility until the bell goes.  It was felt that this issue could be added to the parent council newsletter, asking for parental volunteers to supervise the gate.  Gabi suggested that some of the Prefects may be able to supervise.

· It was asked if P7 students would be allowed in the high street at lunchtime– this was rejected.

· Would P7 students have an opportunity to be included in the choir?  Stuart delivers music from Primary all the way through.  Barbara to speak to Stuart.

· Smoking issue, can we have signs up informing everyone the School is non-smoking campus?  Barbara to speak to Angie regarding signs.

· New Secondary dining area seems to be quite popular.  One issue was that a parent group was running late and a mother was still breastfeeding.
	All 

All

G Watt

B Boyd

B Boyd

	Date of next meetings
	· Thursday 1st October.  Gordon to compile a new meeting dates list.  Barbara to let PC know which meetings she could attend.  
	G McLeay

B Boyd


If anyone has any queries/comments on the above minutes, please contact 
Registered Charity No SC39850


